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April 2010 


Edition





Principal’s/Vice Principal’s Message





Welcome to the third and final term of this school year. This term is an eventful one with EQAO testing, the sacraments of Confirmation and First Holy Eucharist, Grade 8 graduation and school trips among other things.   Our students have been working hard all year.  We encourage them to examine their progress and identify the areas in which they can improve.  Your support and assistance are important in helping your child achieve his/her goals.





Spring is in the air and the warmer weather reminds us of new life and new beginnings.  During the month of April, we contemplate the Paschal mystery of our salvation through the death and Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  We ask, “What does Easter mean?”  In our current economic upheaval and times of uncertainty, we are also filled with the same doubt and fears as the disciples after the death of Jesus.  Three days after his death on the cross, Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you”.  To prepare ourselves for the mystery and wonder of Easter, the staff and students of All Saints School will be celebrating the ‘Washing of the Feet’ led by the intermediate students on Thursday, April 1st at 10:30a.m. in the gymnasium.  Parents and families are invited to attend.





During the week of April 18-24th, we also celebrate National Volunteer Week.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank the parent volunteers who contribute their time, talents and energy to enhance the academic, spiritual and social aspects of our school.  Your willingness to support our staff and students has a powerful impact on our school environment.





Mr. Vecchiarino and


Mrs. Boulanger





























 





Virtue of the Month


This month we will celebrate the virtue of love.  God has given us many guidelines and examples of how to live our lives.  He sent his Son Jesus to make sure that we could see what life could be like.


Jesus made one lesson clear above all other lessons – the lesson to love.  Love is not about us. It is about forgetting ourselves and looking out for the good of the other.  That is what Jesus did.  He forgot about himself on purpose.  He chose to give up his life for the good of others – us.


Becoming a truly loving person is challenging.  It takes prayer and concentration to get used to making little sacrifices for the good of others.   





A  loving person…


Wants the best for others


Is willing to make sacrifices for the good of others


Learns from the heroic lives of saints and holy people


Knows that we are all lovable


Prays for others.





The Virtues assembly will be held on Tuesday, April  20,  2010 at 1:15p.m. We hope you are able to join us!





Easter Holidays


School will be closed for the Easter holiday on Good Friday, April 2nd  and Easter Monday, April 5th. Students will return to school on Tuesday, April 6th. 


May you and your family be blessed during this Easter season!


                


                   � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_E3ecowT3h_M/SPzyAeOVYiI/AAAAAAAAAD8/u2QDghpZvKE/s400/JesusOnCross.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





       








    





 


 








     











ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL


4105 Colonial Drive


Mississauga, Ontario L5L4E8


Phone: 905 828-6348


Fax: 828-1744


Web: http://www.dpcdsb.org/schools/als/index.html
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French Immersion Program Expansion


Parents of a child in a Dufferin-Peel Senior Kindergarten classroom may wish to consider the French Immersion program as a possibility for Grade 1 in September


2010. French Immersion is a program in which 90% of the Grade 1 instruction is delivered in French.


The Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board presently offers the French Immersion program at St Margaret of Scotland and St Gertrude in Mississauga; St Joachim and Our


Lady of Providence in Brampton. Expansion of the French Immersion program to Divine Mercy and St Angela of Merici has been approved. Transportation is NOT provided for


students. It is the responsibility of parents/guardians to transport their children to and from the French Immersion centre.


This program offers an opportunity for becoming functionally bilingual in later years and has been found to be very successful. Students in the French Immersion program attain a high level of proficiency in French at no cost to students' English proficiency or achievement in other academic subjects, such as science and mathematics. Students in the French Immersion program receive at least 3800 hours of instruction in French by the end of Grade 8 and can:


• communicate effectively in French, by selecting the correct words and nuances, and adapting language in order to be understood;


• understand radio, television, newspapers and books, with the occasional help of a dictionary;


• demonstrate knowledge of the culture, society, customs, economy, government and institutions of a French-speaking community;


• function well in a French-Speaking community.


More detailed information will be available at parent/ guardian meetings to be held at the two new French Immersion locations. Please mark the date for the appropriate French


Immersion centre on your calendar:


• Divine Mercy: 7:00 pm, Tuesday, April 13, 2010


• St Angela Merici: 7:00 pm, Monday, April 19, 2010


Please note that students residing in Mississauga may access French Immersion at either St Margaret of Scotland, St Gertrude or Divine Mercy.


Submitting an Application:


Completed applications will be accepted at the French Immersion school office from April 20, 2010 up to a deadline of 2:00 pm on Friday, April 30, 2010.


A copy of the application will be given to the parents/guardians at the time of submission. There will be no numbering of applications.


A lottery will be held on a pre-determined date if the number of applications received at the school exceeds the places available. We trust that this notice provides you with sufficient information. However, if more details are required, please contact your child's present school, the principal of the French Immersion centre in your area, or the board's French as a Second Language Consultant, Micheline Goguen. It is recommended that parents/guardians attend the information meeting at the applicable French Immersion centre for more details.

















Registration dates for Kindergarten and Full-Day Learning Program at Dufferin-Peel Catholic Schools





Junior and Senior Kindergarten and Full-Day Early Learning Program registration for the 2010-2011 school year, for children not already registered, continues to be held at Dufferin-Peel Catholic elementary schools.  Parents/ guardians should bring the following documents when registering their child:


Proof of age


Original Roman Catholic Baptismal Certificate (for parent and child)


Updated immunization records


Proof of Canadian citizenship or of Landed Immigrant status


Proof of address (utility bill, bank or credit card statement)


Junior Kindergarten students must be 4 years of age, and Senior Kindergarten students must be 5 years of age, by December 31, 2010 to register.


For more information contact All Saints school or visit the board website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.dpcdsb.or" �www.dpcdsb.or� or call 905-890-1221.


                                       . 


Flex Boundary Admissions





Current flex boundary admissions are not guaranteed.  Flex boundary admissions must be requested in writing to the school principal each year.





Are You Moving?


If you know your family is moving out of our All Saints’ boundary, we would like to know.  Each year, a number of families move out of the area and it assists us in our planning purposes to know whether students will be attending our school next year.  Please inform the office at your earliest convenience.





Grades 3 & 6 After School Tutoring Club





Beginning the first week of March, the Dufferin Peel CDS Board is pleased to offer the students in grades three and six the opportunity to join the After School Tutoring Club.  This program provides students in grades three and six with additional support that will help them feel comfortable and confident in their knowledge and skills as they prepare for their EQAO test.  Students who have registered for the program will participate in after school tutoring sessions that will focus on the areas of Math and Language.


Thank you to all parents who are supporting this worthwhile initiative.  Please note:  tutoring classes will be cancelled during Holy Week.























     





All Saints School Hockey Teams





Congratulations to the All Saints hockey teams on remarkable and exciting seasons.  The teams entered and placed very well in many tournaments since February.  The hockey season will be finished as of March 31st with the St. John the Baptist Junior Tournament. Thank you to all of the parents who came out to cheer on the All Saints Wildcats.  We also extend a warm thank you to Mr. Carrabs for the hard work he put into coaching the teams and organizing the tournaments. We are already looking forward to next year’s season.
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Junior Boys’ Basketball Team





The Junior Boys Basketball Team commences play on April 15, 2010 at St. Margaret of Scotland School.


The members of the Junior boys’ team are:





Loic N.			Tyler J.


Deontae S.		Donzel J.


Andrew M.		Alex. M.


Eric G.			Matthew E.


Cristian G.		Andrew D.


Taran
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�The Open Cupboard


In partnership with the Eden Community Food Bank, food is provided free to the community on the 2nd Thursday of each month (April 8th) from 6:00p.m. to 8 p.m.  Remember you will need to register, so please bring identification and proof of income.  The food bank is located at 3480 Colonial Drive, Unit #32.  Please bring your own bags.


��
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Inclement Weather





We are now hopefully past the season of freezing temperatures and blowing snow, however, we still ask that you ensure your child is appropriately dressed for the weather conditions of the day. While April showers may bring May flowers, they can also bring wet footwear and dripping outerwear.  We respectfully ask that your child continues to have  indoor shoes at school and dress in warm clothing for those brisk spring days.
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Support Your Child by Sharing Test-Taking Tips





Your child has an evaluation test in the near future and wants to do his/her best.  How can you help?  During the test, remind your child to do the following:


Focus on directions.  Whether they are given out loud or are written, always ask about anything that is unclear.


Write down information.  If he/she struggles to memorize something, he/she should write it down as soon as the test starts, in case it is needed later.


Start with the easiest question to earn the most points.  She/he should mark the hardest ones and go back to those later.


Remember true/false tricks.  If any part of the answer is false, the whole answer is false.


Use multiple-choice strategies.  He/she should try to answer the question before looking at the choices.  He/she can eliminate the wrong answers and see what is left.


Look for fill-in-the-blank hints.  If the blank line is short, the answer should be short as well.


Match the best answers.  He/she should avoid matching too quickly and consider all options.  If one is a mystery, answering the others may solve it.


Outline essays. Instead of writing freely, he /she should make a plan (favourite graphic organizer) and stick to main points and key details.  Even a brief outline is better than no answer.
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Keeping Our Kids Safe at School Act 





Dufferin-Peel Catholic schools strive to serve as safe, healthy, caring and inclusive places to learn and to work. This has long been a cornerstone of our Catholic educational mission, and is consistent with the guiding principles of the province’s new Equity and Inclusive Education Strategy. 


As Catholic educators, we strive to teach and to model the care and compassion of Jesus to all we meet. This call to care requires that we exercise due diligence to ensure that any behaviours that cause harm to the well-being or dignity of members of our communities be addressed and corrected to ensure the common good is maintained. 


On February 1, Dufferin-Peel implemented the Ontario Ministry of Education’s new mandate, and first of its kind in Canada, Keeping our Kids Safe at School Act. The act clarifies reporting and responding procedures for all Dufferin-Peel staff when serious and inappropriate student behaviour occurs. The new legislation requires all Dufferin-Peel staff to report serious student incidents that could lead to suspension or expulsion, ensures that parents know schools will respond appropriately to serious student incidents and that parents are made aware when their child is a victim of inappropriate behaviour. 


For students, the new legislation will ensure that school staff will respond to all cases of disrespectful and inappropriate student behaviour. Examples of this include racist, sexual, sexist or homophobic comments, slurs, jokes and graffiti, as well as other activities that could lead to suspension and expulsion. A school board employee who learns of a serious incident must report the incident to their principal. School staff will make sure that the victim receives the support they need, such as counseling or referral to child and youth services. 


To help you and your child better understand the new legislation and its requirements, I would refer you to the Ministry of Education website at http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/ for additional information. 


Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact your child’s principal for clarification. 





Sincerely, 


Ralph Borrelli, 


Associate Director, Instructional Services
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EQAO Update





The grade 3 and 6 EQAO assessments measure how well students have met the expectations in the Ontario Curriculum Grades 1-8.  The assessments test what students know and how well they apply their knowledge and skills in reading, writing and mathematics by requiring students to read and respond to passages, to write and to solve mathematical problems.  The results are reported in terms of achievement from levels 1-4 with level 3 as the standard.


The window for EQAO assessments of all grade 3 and 6 students of 2009/2010 has been established for May 31st to June 11th. Please keep this important time frame in mind when you are planning family trips or appointments.  It is important that all grade 3 and 6 students be in attendance for the assessments.  For further details on our school results, improvement plans or student on the provincial assessments visit the Board website at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.dpcdsb.org/EQAO/" �ht://www.tpdpcdsb.org/EQAO/�. 

















Class Placements for September 2010





The staff will soon begin the process of appropriate class placement for each student for the upcoming school year.  When building a class, many factors are considered in the decisions to develop heterogeneous groupings such as balance of abilities, gender, learning style and social blending. As you know your child best, we appreciate your input concerning particular needs for your son or daughter. If you have concerns regarding your child’s class placement for September 2010, please submit the enclosed letter to the office by April 30th, 2010, indicating the type of learning environment in which your child has experienced the most success.  Please do not make a specific request for teachers as staffing is always tentative and changes can take place between the tentative class placement and the first day of school.  We will consider your input as well as input from the classroom teachers and, if we can accommodate your requests, we will do so.  However, this is not always possible and we ask for your understanding and flexibility.  Rest assured our decisions are made only after careful consideration of all the information and are based on the individual good of each child balanced with the common good of the entire school community.


                                                                                                                 


                       � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_ypalM7eSBEQ/SuhzcRD1pHI/AAAAAAAABEw/24jhieMw6f8/s320/clipart-teacher-classroom.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���














    


                  








COMMUNITY NEWS























 











