Welcome to:
OUR NEW AND RETURNING FAMILIES!

Mrs. M. Finaldi, who will be teaching Grade 8;

Mrs. S.  Johnson, who will be teaching Grade ½
Mrs. R. Hisar, who will be teaching FSL along with Madame Chataway.

Mrs. A. Pellarin and Mrs. J. Matai, who will be Planning Time Teachers.

 IMPORTANT INFORMATION
* School hours remain the same: 8:30 -3:00 p.m., lunch from 11:30-12:30 p.m. Kindergarten from 8:30-11:00 a.m. and from 12:30 – 3:00 p.m.
* Arrival time for students is 8:15-8:30 a.m.  There will be supervision provided between 8:15 and 8:30 a.m., daily.  Students should arrive during this time. 
* On rainy or inclement days, students should arrive at 8:25 a.m. and return to school at 12:25 if they go home for lunch, as there is no outside supervision and a lack of space exists in our indoor supervision areas.  We try to reserve these spaces for students who must stay for the lunch hour.

* We strongly suggest that students who have parents at home during lunch use this opportunity to go home for lunch.  This time at home provides your child with a break, good exercise and an opportunity for special communication with his / her parent.  It also assists the school with supervision of children where we have limited space to accommodate students.

* Reporting Absences The school continues to use the same 'Answering Service'. This means that when the lines are busy, you can still leave a message.  We listen to our messages about every 20 minutes.  When you call and hear the recording during the day, it simply means that the lines are being used.  Please leave a message.  The number to use is 905-567-8422. You can use this number during the evening hours to leave a message.  Please remember to do this when your child is going to be absent or late.  It saves us valuable time if you call us. 

* Communication
We encourage parents to call us when you have questions, concerns or suggestions.  Please call your child's teacher first for matters concerning your child's progress. You will receive regular newsletters from the school.
* Medical Alert
We need to be kept  updated on students
( existing and new ) who have specific medical concerns / conditions.  Even if your child is not new to the school, we need to verify each year the information we have on file. Please  record  this information on the Student Verification Form in the accompanying package. However, you can update us anytime by  contacting  the school office, or,  by telling your child's teacher by way of a note or phone call.

* School Organization:  As stated in June, all classes are tentative, until we know how  many families are moving in and out of our school area.  Of course, we make every attempt to minimize changes.

The  Ministry cap on primary classes has caused all School Boards to approach the organization of schools, differently. This year, September 16 has been designated as the day that schools may make changes that may be needed to balance classes. Also, parental requests for changes can be considered at the same time. I will keep you informed as information becomes available to me. 
* Volunteers:  
Please consider volunteering in your school.  Last year, we were blessed with many volunteers, most of whom were parents and guardians.  We would like to increase this number. 

Please remember that volunteers need to have a Criminal Reference Check. If you have provided one in the last two years, it may still be valid; call us to check. If you have not done this, please contact us for a new form. It is a simple procedure and costs nothing.
MINISTRY CURRICULUM & GRADE 3 & 6 EQAO TESTING

We will continue to keep you informed of the implications for our students regarding the changes taking place in Curriculum, Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting.  Please be assured that our staff works diligently to keep up to date on all matters that are important to your children. 
Our Lady of Good Voyage School Advisory Council
1. Elections:  The election of the new 2011-2012 School Advisory Council will take place from September 19-September 27. Watch for the letter, next week.
2. The first School Advisory Council meeting will take place before October 7.Watch our website for details. All parents and guardians are always invited and welcome to attend these meetings.  You may be interested in hearing about upcoming plans or you may wish to join a committee or work on a special project.  We look forward to seeing you there!
 BUSSING

Please go to the STOPR website for information.

(www.stopr.ca) We may be able to offer bussing to those who are not eligible but who have requested this, in writing, using the Empty Seat Policy. However, we cannot do this until we know for certain the actual number of students riding the bus who are eligible. If you wish to  request  bussing using the empty Seat Policy, do not call the school. Instead, please write a letter to Mr. Florio, explaining your request. We will allocate Empty seats when we have all the information we need to make these decisions; hopefully, by October  3.We will contact you directly if you have sent us a letter. 
SAFE  SCHOOLS : 

As you know, we are committed to providing the safest possible environment for your children. To accomplish this, we need your assistance and co-operation. Please remember to ALWAYS come to the office if you need to see your child, pick up your child for an appointment, bring a lunch, etc. Teachers have been instructed to ask you to go to the office if you appear at the classroom door, without first checking at the office. Also, we must insist that you wait OUTSIDE for your child at dismissal times. Finally, we remind you to please DRIVE SLOWLY when in the school parking areas. Thank you for assisting us in trying to make our
school as safe as possible for your children.

SNACKS,  BIRTHDAY  CELEBRATIONS, ETC.
We have several children with LIFE THREATENING ALLERGIES TO NUTS, PEANUTS,   TREE NUTS, AND OTHER FOODS.

Therefore, we are asking you to please NOT send food products for birthday celebrations. Alternative “ treats ” can be pencils, erasers, etc., if you choose to send in  something to celebrate your child’s birthday. 
For lunches/snacks, please refrain from food containing nuts.

Thank you for your co-operation in assisting us to provide a safe environment for ALL our students.
MILK PROGRAMME
We will once again be offering fresh, cold milk each day, starting in OCTOBER. WATCH FOR DETAILS NEXT WEEK.
 A MESSAGE FROM OUR TRUSTEE, MR. PETER FERREIRA:
"As your Trustee, it gives me much pleasure to welcome back all students, staff and parents to another year at Our Lady of Good Voyage catholic School.” A special welcome to those who are new to our school community, may it be all that you expect from a Catholic school. The Dufferin-Peel Catholic School Board is a vibrant part of this community and of our parishes, and the preferred choice for parents and supporters of Catholic education in our region.
We continue to be a Board that our community can be proud of, as our successes mount and our leadership in provincial initiatives continues to be well-recognized and emulated. Each of us contributes to the betterment of our system and, consequently, to the improvement and quality of experience for our students".

Peter Ferreira Peter.Ferreira@dpcdsb.org
(416) 805-7110 
A MESSAGE FROM SUPERINTENDENT, MRS.CATHY SAYTAR, Mississauga South Family

September 2011
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“Welcome back to another exciting school year. Special greetings to all those who are new to the Mississauga South Family of Schools.  As the Superintendent of Mississauga South Family of Schools, I am excited to be a part of this vibrant and diverse community. Mississauga South consists of 26 schools; 4 secondary and 22 elementary, as well as 8 parishes, each of which supports our students’ faith formation and catechetical programming. Four trustees represent our family’s jurisdiction: Sharon Hobin, Peter Ferreira, Bruno Iannicca and Mario Pascucci, each of whom is a strong advocate for our schools and Catholic Education. It is our collective hope that you find your school to be a safe, caring, healthy and inclusive Catholic learning environment.  It is our aim to provide excellence in Catholic education for your children.
Our Catholic teachers ensure that our young people become more appreciative of the gifts of our faith and realize their distinctive legacy as Catholic citizens. As parents and educators, you are witnesses to the hope that nourishes each child’s faith formation and thus are empowered to help these young people in their journey.  

Education is a co-operative endeavour and as parents and guardians, you play an absolutely essential role in your children’s success. We ask you to set high expectations for your children’s academic success.  A parent’s expectation of success becomes a driving force to motivate a child. When children aren’t expected to do well, they often don’t.  So please don’t accept mediocre grades and poor study habits; rather get involved and expect your child to achieve to their fullest potential.  There are many ways to do this, such as by supervising homework, fostering reading at home, limiting TV, MSN messaging, video games, and talking with your children about the importance of education.

Your child’s faculty have worked hard in preparing for the upcoming school year.  The administrative team is prepared to ensure that programming and safety are paramount to your child’s success. As parents, you must also set high expectations for your school.  We welcome your involvement, support and suggestions which can help us to improve.  Specifically, get involved with your children’s schoolwork and tell us right away about any possible problems, for example, whether work is too easy or too difficult.  Get to know your child’s teacher and form a partnership.

I wish all our students a successful academic school year and many blessings.”
DATES TO REMEMBER
SEPTEMBER 16: 

This is a Professional Activity Day.  The staff will focus on a variety of topics, including the Catholicity of our school and new Ministry policies.  This day is also used for the reorganization of classes, if this is necessary. 

SEPTEMBER 19-27: School Council Elections.

SEPTEMBER 21 – 
SCHOOL MASS AT St. Joseph’s Church at 10:00 am. We will need many volunteers. Please watch for  the letter/permission form next week.
SEPTEMBER 23- 
PHOTO DAY

SEPTEMBER 27:
Meet the Teacher and Open House. 
Details will come to you shortly.
 Please reserve, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 from 7:00-8:30 p.m. and watch for the special flyer.

FINALLY....
The staff of Our Lady of Good Voyage Catholic School looks forward to working closely with all parents and guardians during the coming year.  There will be numerous opportunities for you to meet with teachers, learn about the curriculum, evaluation and reporting procedures, and to participate in school activities. Communication is the key to a working, productive relationship. We really do encourage you to contact the appropriate staff when you need clarification, or, when you have questions or suggestions.
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Have a wonderful 2011-2012 School Year!
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