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Dear Parents and Guardians: as we come closer to the wonder of our Lord’s birth, we have a perfect opportunity to reflect upon the incredible gift that God has given us in children. As parents and teachers, we have been asked by God to guide the way for our children. We pray that all of our families will enjoy Christ’s peace during this Christmas season, and throughout the year!

* Congratulations to our Choir and our primary students, who performed very well at our Advent Family Mass in the Voices of Advent! Thank you to our grade 3 students who did very well with the readings, petitions and gift bearing !
THANK YOU TO:

* Our School Council, teachers and students who prepared and participated in the Advent Mass. It was a beautiful occasion!

*Our Families and the School Council for providing the refreshments at our Advent Family Mass.

* Our  volunteers   who have been enhancing the learning environment of our school with their countless hours.
*Our  Trustee, Mr. Peter Ferreira for his genuine support of our school!

THANK YOU to our students, families and staff for your continued generosity!  We have again collected incredible amounts of food, toys and clothing.  The Angel Tree was covered with ornaments, indicating the over 160  gifts that you donated! Thank you also to our Intermediate students and staff who sponsored two families in addition to the Angel program! These items are being distributed now to the families by the St. Vincent de Paul Society. We have all ensured that many families will enjoy a wonderful Christmas ! Special thanks to Mrs. Porcellato, and SAMACO TRADING enterprises for donating the beautiful ornaments !
• INDOOR RECESS:  The cold temperatures prompt calls from parents who are concerned about outdoor recess. Dufferin Peel  policy  states that students must be kept indoors if the temperature is -25 degrees Celsius or colder. We monitor the temperature continually on cold days, using the new “Weather Radio” given to us by Environment Canada. We reduce the time outside as the temperature approaches -20 degrees Celcius. Parents, please ensure that your children come to school dressed appropriately for the cold temperatures.

Also on this topic are the requests we receive from parents to keep individual students in at recess due to illness. It is good practice for students and staff to stay at home when they have flu symptoms, cough, fever, etc. 

We require a doctor’s note to keep children in at recess.

· On the topic of outside, we have had to close our field portion of the playground due to the icy/snowy conditions, on selected days. Unfortunately, the conditions are unsafe for 200 students to be on the field. The pavement portion of our playground is fine for play, and is being ploughed and salted, as needed. Thank you Mr. Silva, our Head Custodian, for your amazing efforts to keep our school grounds safe!

· On the topic of SAFETY, I must remind all parents/caregivers about the side driveway on the south side of the school. THIS IS NOT A DROP OFF / PICK –UP PARK AND MEET YOUR CHILD AREA.  It is NOT SAFE for our students, your children who are walking along the sidewalk and who are crossing in front the of the driveway.

· PLEASE USE THE COMMUNITY CENTRE PARKING AREA AND THE WALKWAY TO DROP OFF AND MEET YOUR CHILDREN.

· The front parking lot is available, if there are spaces. Thank you for following these simple rules that are designed to keep your children safe.

· WE MUST LOCK THE FRONT DOOR AT 3:05 pm each day, as part of our Safe Schools Policy. After school, teachers are often in meetings and so classrooms are often being used. Students will not be able to come back to retrieve forgotten homework, etc. The Day Care entrance is also locked and  there  is no access to the school after 3:00 pm. Also, our custodians have been instructed to not open classroom doors after 3:00 pm. Thank you for helping us to ensure a safe environment at our school.

* BEING ON TIME : Thank you to the vast majority of our students who arrive on time, each day. However, we still have too many students who arrive late, regularly. Late students miss valuable instructional time and cause disruption to their entire class. Thank you, parents, for helping your child develop the important habit of punctuality.
*CALLING US WHEN ABSENT OR LATE: Thank you for remembering to call and leave a message when your child is absent or will be late. PLEASE CALL AS EARLY AS YOU CAN AND LEAVE A MESSAGE.  We are committed to trying to reach each family when children are not at school. YOUR ONE CALL SAVES US VALUABLE TIME EACH MORNING.
* YMCA CHILD CARE AT YOUR DOOR: Did you know that there is a YMCA Child Care located in your school that provides an environment that inspires discovery learning for children from 2.5 to 12 years ? Spaces are currently available on the full time and part time basis. We provide a stimulating learning experience in a  safe and secure environment. Our centre is government licensed and adheres to all regulations and standards set down by the Day  Care    Nurseries Act.

At the YMCA, our children are Playing to Learn, which provides the foundation for learning to read and write, and for learning mathematics, science and technology. The school age children are given opportunities to investigate, study, explore and make hypothesis around their findings, which makes them better equipped and prepared to formulate conclusions as adults. For more information about opportunities available for your child, please call  905-858-0052, or, drop in !

FAMILY LITERACY PROGRAM

Dear Parents/Guardians:

Once again, Our Lady of Good Voyage will be partnering with the Region of Peel to provide families with free Family Literacy Workshops.  Family Literacy Workshops will increase parents’ knowledge and understanding of early literacy activities for children ages 0-6 years. 

Parents and children will work together on activities related to a particular topic, and participate in stories and nursery rhymes.  The early years (0-6) is the most critical time for development, and is significant to a child’s educational success.  I strongly encourage all parents to consider participating in this worthwhile program.

The workshops will take place in room 105 every Wednesday from 

6:00-7:30 p.m. ….. Jan 18, Feb 1, 8, 15, 29, Mar 7, 21, 28. We will miss February 22 for Ash Wednesday and March 14th for the March Break.
You may register for the program by calling 905-791-1585 x7222 or online at http://www.peelregion.ca/children/programs/family-literacy/index.htm
FRENCH IMMERSION INFORMATION MEETING

Senior Kindergarten parents/guardians, who wish to enroll their child in a Grade 1 French Immersion class for September, 2011 are invited to attend an information meeting at:

	French Immersion centres
	Session location
	Date and time

	
	
	

	
	
	

	St Gertrude

St Pio of Pietrelcina
	St Gertrude
	Thursday

January 12th, 2012

7:00 p.m.



The deadline for submission of Applications will be 2:00 p.m. Wednesday, February 8th, 2012.
EXTENDED FRENCH INFORMATION MEETING
Grade 4 parent(s)/guardian(s), who wish to enroll their child in a Grade 5 Extended French class for September, 2012 are invited to attend an information meeting at:

School :            St. Rose of Lima 905-828-4076
Address:         4590 the Gallops Mississauga - L5M 3A9
Date:              Thursday January 19, 2012
Time:              7:00 p.m.
At the present time, the above mentioned school is the designated centre for our area.  Applications will be accepted at that centre until 3:00 p.m. Wednesday, February 8th, 2012.
Accepting Schools Act\Kids Help Phone 
Ontario is strengthening its partnership with Kids Help Phone to ensure bullied children and youth have the support they need to grow and reach their full potential. 

The Province will continue to support Kids Help Phone, which offers confidential 24-hour counseling services over the phone and online, for another three years. This is part of Ontario's commitment to make children and youth feel safe and accepted, whether at school, at home or in the community. 

The province recently introduced the Accepting Schools Act, which, if passed, will require all school boards to take preventative measures against bullying, issue tougher consequences for bullying, and support students who want to promote understanding and respect for all. 

Supporting the Kids Help Phone and introducing legislation are parts of a comprehensive action plan to make our schools safer, more accepting places to learn. The plan also calls for: 

 Bringing mental health support workers into schools -- as part of Ontario's 10-year mental health and addictions strategy -- and continued support for Kids Help Phone. 

 The creation of an Accepting Schools Expert Panel to provide advice about resources that focus on a whole school approach, including prevention and early intervention. 

 Direction to Ontario's Curriculum Council to report back next year on integrating equity and bullying prevention across the curriculum. 

 A public awareness campaign, which will stress that all Ontarians have a role in preventing and ending bullying 

If you have any questions, as always, please do not hesitate to call us. We wish you and your family the many blessings of Christmas and the very best for 2012! And may the Good Lord always hold you in the Palm of His Hand. 
  

DATES TO REMEMBER
Friday, December 23 – Last day before Christmas vacation! Join us at 9: 00 am for our Christmas Assembly!   School ends at 3:00 pm
Monday, January 9 – SCHOOL BEGINS AT 8:30 AM

Tuesday, January 10 – SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING- 7:00 PM – Please join us !

Friday, January 13- ST. JOES’ SECONDARY SCHOOL REGISTRATION PACKAGES are picked up by the Secondary School. E-LEARNING WORKSHOP  for Grade 8.

Monday, January 16 – PA DAY- NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS; ST. JOHN’S BABYSITTING COURSE , sponsored by our School Council.
Tuesday, January 24 – ST. MICHAEL’S MAJORS HOCKEY ASSEMBLY  - 8:55 AM -this is in preparation for our Lady of Good Voyage Day at the Hershey Centre on February 12.

Tuesday, January 31 –SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION FOR GRADE 2 STUDENTS ; GRADE 1-8  REPORTS CARDS SENT HOME; Rosary Apostolate here.
Thursday, February 2 – PARENT/TEACHER/STUDENT INTERVIEWS – 3:00-8:00 PM

Friday, February 3 – PA DAY FOR PARENT/TEACHER/STUDENT INTERVIEWS

Monday, February 6 – JK REGISTRATIONS – 7:00-9:00 PM
Wednesday, February 8-Friday, February 10- JK REGISTRATIONS – 9:00 am – 11:00am and 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm

Sunday, February 12 - OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE DAY AT THE HERSHEY CENTRE. OUR CHOIR SINGS THE NATIONAL ANTHEM, Details after Christmas.

CWL SPEECH COMPETITION FOR GRADE 7&8

Monday, February 13- Friday, February 17 – SPIRIT WEEK! Details after Christmas.

Monday, February 20 – FAMILY DAY – SCHOOL CLOSED.

Wednesday, February 22- ASH WEDNESDAY 

Wednesday, February 29 – SCHOOL MASS – 9: 30 AM

Friday, March 2 – GRADE 8 GRAD PHOTOS

Monday, March 12- Friday, March 16- MARCH BREAK
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE !    http://www.dpcdsb.org/OLGDV
PLEASE REMEMBER THAT ALL OUR NEWSLETTERS AND OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION ITEMS ARE POSTED TO OUR WEBSITE.
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