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Lesson 5: Factoring Special Cases

Special Case #1: Difference of Squares
Polynomials in the form of
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are known as a difference of squares. The coefficient ‘a’ can either have a value of 1, or it can have a value of greater than 1.
Differences of squares can be factored by
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Remember to always look for a common factor first!!!!!!
Examples:

	1. 
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Special Case #2: A Perfect Square

Polynomials of the form
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or
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are known as perfect squares. Notice the signs change for the middle coefficient only!
Perfect squares can be factored as 
[image: image9.wmf]2

)

(

b

ax

+

 or 
[image: image10.wmf]2

)

(

b

ax

-

, respectively.

Examples:
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