Entering Formulas

     A formula is an equation that performs calculations in a cell. By entering an equal sign (=) as the first entry in a cell, you are telling Excel that the numbers, or symbols that follow constitute a formula, not just data. In the worksheet that we are working on, you note that you need to calculate the percent change in sales in North America. The formula is: 

percent change in sales for North America = 
(1999 sales in North America - 1998 sales in North America) / 1998 sales in North America 

     So, in looking at the worksheet, the formula in Excel would be: 

=(B4 - C4)/C4
     If a formula contains more than one arithmetic operator, Excel performs the calculations in the standard order of operations: 

	Order
	Operator
	Description

	1
	^
	Exponent

	2
	* or /
	Multiplication or Division

	3
	+ or -
	Addition or Subtraction


     Let's continue with our worksheet. 

1. Click the cell D4 to make it active 

2. Type =(B4-C4)/C4 and press the Enter key. Excel performs the calculation and displays the result in cell D4. The formula is no longer visible in the cell. If you select the cell, the result of the formula appears in the cell and the formula appears in the formula bar. 
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