Absolute vs. Relative References

     Sometimes when you copy a formula, you do not want Excel to change all references automatically to reflect their new positions in the worksheet. If you want a cell reference to point to the same location in the worksheet when you copy it, you must use an absolute reference. An absolute reference is a cell reference in a formula that does not change when copied to another cell. 

     To create an absolute reference, you insert a dollar sign ($) before the column and row of the cell reference. For example, the cell reference $B$8 is an absolute reference, whereas the cell reference B8 is a relative reference. If you copy a formula that contains the absolute reference $B$8 to another cell, the cell reference $B$8 does not change. On the other hand, if you copy a formula containing the relative reference B8 to another cell, the reference B8 changes.

