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Fashion Adaption & International Influences
1. How do we know what is “in fashion”?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 
The most well known fashion cities around the world are:

· New York, USA
· Paris, France
· Milan, Italy
· London, England
· Tokyo, Japan
Fashion Adaption:

Primarily, there are 3 main theories which explain fashion adaption:

1) “Trickle down”:

Where a fashion cycle travels downward through several socioeconomic classes.  For example, leather clothes at the turn of the 21st century are a fashion that trickled down from teens to tweens.  Also ear piercing and make-up cosmetics are now used by tweens trying to look like teens.

2) “Trickle across”:

Where the fashion cycle travels horizontally and simultaneously in a number of social classes.  For example, a style with different levels of quality and price is introduced at the same time in exclusive high-priced specialty boutiques, medium-priced specialty and department stores and discount stores.  However, both the style and the look are basically the same.

This type of fashion adaption usually begins with name brand designers and then becomes mass marketed.
3) “Bottom-up” or “Trickle Up”:

Where the fashion cycle starts in the lower socioeconomic classes and moves upward among higher-income and social groups.  For example, the t-shirt, once considered a very blue-collar piece of fashion is now designed by Calvin Klein and other top name designers.
[image: image1.wmf]                                             [image: image3.wmf]      
[image: image2]
       CK
