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Our Virtue for “
October....Empathy

God has given us the ability to torm

connections with each other - to live

together. Empathy helps us to connect

and live together in safe, caring,

inclusive communities.

An empathetic person believes that we

all share one Spirit; that we are many

parts of one body because we are all

created in the image and likeness of

God. We know that God has given us

the virtue of empathy so that we can

learn to appreciate, accept and care for

one another.

An empathetic person...

¢ Listens attentively

*  Watches people’s body language

¢ Notices and responds when
someone is upset

¢ Can name her/his feelings

* Can see a situation from another
person’s point of view

¢ Knows that different people may
feel differently about the same
thing
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Thanksgiving Prayer

O Gracious God, we give You thanks forYour
overflowing generosity to us.
Thank You for the blessings of the food we eat and
especially for this feast today.

Thank You for our home and family and friends,
especially for the presence of those gathered here.
Thank You for our health, our work and our play.
Please send help to those who are hungry, alone,

sick and suffering war and violence.
Open our hearts to your love.
We ask your blessing through Christ your son.

Amen.

St. John of the Cross Catholic Church
6890 Glen Erin Drive, Mississauga, Ontario Tel: 905-821-1331
Pastors: Fr. Leo Huard, Fr. Abraham Kulanjiyil, Fr. Joseph Kalluvila

Website: http://www .saintjohnofthecross.com/
St. John of the Cross Church Mass Schedule
Saturday: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.

FOOD DRIVE CHALLENGE
For many years, St. Albert of Jerusalem has assisted The Society of St. Vincent de
Paul's food drive for our less fortunate neighbours. Once again we will be collecting
non-perishable food items. Students may bring in any canned foods, macaroni and
cheese, soup, stew, Hamburger Helper ext. Our goal is to surpass the amount of food
we collected last year. Without the generosity of the St. Albert community, this will
not be possible. Your donations are greatly appreciated.




LIVING OUR FAITH

BE SAFE, BE EMPATHETIC

In their innocent excitement children can
often ‘accidentally’ hurt each other, by
running too quickly, by not watching for
others, or by pushing through to achieve
a goal. As parents, | am sure that you
know that considerate, kind empathetic
behaviour is often not an event but a
process. We all look to those teachable
moments that will assist our children in
being good friends and empathetic, kind
hearted individuals.

What we do:

Staff are regularly instructed on diligent
supervision during recess and at entry
and dismissal. Following the bell, staff
immediately work to clear the yard and
gather the children into orderly lines.
Although staff visibility is limited to one
or two individuals as students line-up, all
staff share entry supervision within the
school i.e., stairwells, hallways,
doorways.

We also:

v" Review school policies and rules

regularly during assemblies,

announcements and in the classroom.

Connect the virtues to our lives.

Remind children to be conscious of

others, watch where you are going,

slow down, play calmly, say you are

sorry and offer support to someone

you have injured.

v Encourage children to learn from
mistakes.

v"Instruct children on appropriate play.
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Simple things parents can do to

develop skills of empathy:

v Allow someone to enter through a
door before you.

v Stop, give eye contact and help out if
you bump into someone.

v With younger children, focus on one
skill at a time... hands to yourself,
lining up quietly, calmly taking a
turn.

The St. Albert of Jerusalem staff must bid farewell to Mrs. Baiana
who begins her maternity leave on October 3. We thank Mrs.
Baiana for the tireless efforts she has extended to her students and
we wish her the best as she prepares for the birth of her baby.

As Mrs. Baiana departs, necessary staffing changes will occur
within the intermediate division. We welcome Mrs. Gogarty who
takes over the teaching portfolio of Mrs. Baiana. As Mrs.
Gogarty adjusts to her teaching assignments in intermediate ESL
and SERT, we hope she realizes how welcome and appreciated
she is within the St. Albert of Jerusalem community.

FAITH LIFE

Our first mass was celebrated on September 28", Father Leo led
our school community in worship and faith. Our feast day liturgy
also focused on our virtue for September, Faith. Our opening mass
initiated the first of the ten virtues we will celebrate this year.
Students in grade two and eight have begun the process of
preparing for their sacramental year by registering at the church.
Our connection with St. John of the Cross parish is never more
appreciated than during these very important sacramental
moments.

In The Spirit Of Thanksgiving, let us give thanks to...
... The students of St. Albert of Jerusalem and their families.

...For the community support for our Terry Fox Walk.

...Our volunteers, staff, coaches, leaders and all other persons
who give unselfishly of their time to children and are sometimes
taken for granted, but never go unnoticed or unappreciated.

This past year, two of our steadfast volunteers were recognized for
the dedication they bring to assisting our students in arriving
safely at the Kiss & Ride. Alda Araujo and Maria Stevens brave
the cold, wind, rain and even heat; always with a smile,

sometimes with a hug. We thank them and share with you the
award they received from the City of Mississauga. Due to their
tremendous efforts, St. Albert of Jerusalem was recognized for our
outstanding commitment to Kiss & Ride safety with the
Wildewood Award for safety.

St. Albert of Jerusalem Kiss & Ride Volunteers
Wildewood Award Recipients



ACTIVE STUDENTS

SCHOOL AGENDAS
As is our tradition, the students in
Grades 1 - 8 will be using school
agendas to help develop
organizational skills. Please take
some time to look over the agenda
with your child(ren). It is important
to emphasize that the agenda is to be
used daily to assist your child in
organizing his/her time and to keep
parents informed on what is
happening in class and in the school.
Agendas are purchased with monies
raised through School Council
raising initiatives.
fundraising ves \ d
LOST ARTICLES 8
Due to the sheer volume of misplaced
articles, we do not regularly make
announcements regarding lost items.
We highly recommend that you do
not allow your child to bring valuable
items to school. Toys and special
mementos often interfere with the
teaching environment, especially
when staff have to solve disputes over
their disappearance or appearance
during classroom learning times.

HALLOWEEN
At our Dance-a-Thon, on Friday,
October 28, all students are asked to
dress in orange, black and white.

On Monday, Oct 31, students in
grades K-3 may dress up in costumes
to celebrate halloween. However,
children should not wear masks, bring
weapon accessories or wear a
costume which has a violent theme.
Students in Grades 4-8 are
encouraged to wear spiritwear or
black, white and orange on that day.
PLEASE BE REMINDED THAT
DUE TO ALERGY CONCERNS
NO FOOD ITEMS SHOULD BE
SENT TO SCHOOL FOR
CLASSROOM SHARING

715 7 75

TERRY FOX WALK

This year, the students and staff had a very successful Terry Fox
Walk and Pray on Thursday, September 29", Unfortunately the
weather did not co-operate, but the children still managed to
support this very worthy cause. Congratulations to K. Havens for
organizing this very successful event. We await the final tally of
pledges. Thank you to all who supported our Terry Fox Walk,
especially the parent volunteers who assisted.

PETS AT SCHOOL

“ i Many parents take the opportunity to bring their pets
sy with them to school when dropping off or picking up
‘ﬁ\‘(l)J) students. As more and more pets are now joining us in
"CY  the schoolyard, safety concerns have begun to arise.

For safety reasons, if you have brought a pet with you

when meeting or dropping off your child, we ask that you please
wait on the sidewalk, east or west of the school, on Rosehurst
Drive and not on the school grounds.

HALLOWEEN DANCE-A-THON:

Students of St. Albert of Jerusalem are getting ready to enjoy our
Halloween Dance-a-thon which is being held in our gymnasium
on October 28, 2011. Students are encouraged to have a pledge
sheet filled out and returned no later than Friday,

October 21,2011. (A minimum $5.00 donation is recommended)
All funds will support initiatives of the St. Albert of Jerusalem
Catholic School Council, and will be used within the St.

Albert of Jerusalem School community this year!
DANCE-A-THON prize donations are being accepted at the
school office now!!!

VOLLEYBALL

Our intermediate girl’s and boy’s volleyball teams have been
actively preparing for family level competitions. We know that
these young athletes will be excellent representatives of St. Albert
of Jerusalem Catholic School as they host and travel to their
upcoming matches. We thank our dedicated coaches, Ms. Mol
and Ms. Maiato for sharing their leadership with our team

Girl’s Team

Marezza A. Carmella B. Madison C. Taryn C.
Rosemary G. Aylen G. CalandraL.. TuN.
Monika R. Erica S. Taylor V. H.

Boy’s Team
Avery C. Jacob D. Spencer G.
Austin H. Federico L. Domenic L.
Pierce M. Anthony O. Jamie T. Marcel Z.



SCHOOL BOOK FAIR
Many thanks to Mr. J who has led a
successful Fall Book Fair and thank
you to all staff, parents, and students
who have supported our school. All
proceeds go directly to the school
library and will be used to
supplement our

selection of fiction and
non-fiction texts.

OCTOBER PROGRESS
REPORTS

With the release of Growing Success,
Assessment, Evaluation and
Reporting in Ontario Schools
(2010), a number of changes have
occurred in reporting practices in
elementary schools as outlined in the
green sheet sent home at the end of
September. There will no longer be
three report cards per year. Instead,
you will be receiving a progress
report to be sent home on October 25,
and 2 provincial report cards to be
sent home on January 31,2012 and
June 26, 2012.

The progress report provides initial
information, early in the school year,
about a student’s progress. It is
designed to show a student’s
development of the learning skills
and work habits, as well as a
student’s general progress in working
towards the achievement of
curriculum expectations (Growing
Success, pg. 50). For these reasons,
the October Progress Report does not
include marks.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP
Student leaders are a small team of people that meet and inspire
each other in an effort to make school a fun place to be. These
individuals will work to build community, raise the voice of
students, and celebrate life, learning and each other. Student
leaders will contribute in the following ways:

* Promoting faith and the 10 virtues || Jv

= Serving others : =g

= Initiating school spirit __._ | 45 ﬁ

* Embrace responsibility through outreach programs and
correspondence

Our candidates applied for these key positions and are prepared to
take on the challenge of being a Catholic Leader. I know you will
join me in congratulating the 2011 / 2012 Student Leaders
Rebecca B., Monika B, Enana B., Kimberly D., Sarah G.,
Cassandra G., Aylen G., Dylan J-M., Calandra L., Anthony O.,
Michael P., Lauren P., Raquel S., Jacob T.

CROSS COUNTRY TEAM

Thank you to our dedicated cross-country team coaches,

Mr. Belizzi, Mrs. Dale, Ms. Maiato, and Ms. Piccuito. The team
members have been practicing and training long and hard for our
family of schools event on October 13™ at Lake Aquitaine. We
have seen a very commendable group of young athletes who are
dedicated to their training and who are committed to attending

their practices. Congratulations on your spirit and enthusiasm.
Good luck on the 13™ !

RECESS

All students are expected to dress appropriately for weather
conditions and go outdoors for recess. Please ensure that your
child has a pair of warm boots for the winter months. For many
children, a spare pair of socks, gloves or clothing may save a
parent a trip to the school. In the event of inclement weather,
students will be kept indoors. In the event of wet, muddy or icy
conditions the students will remain on paved areas.

During recess, supervision is restricted to the playground areas. If
your child is not well enough to participate in outdoor recess,
please consider keeping him/her at home.

Personnel on yard duty are easily recognizable to students as they
carry recess bags, megaphones and/or wear brightly coloured
vests.

FIT AND FUN

In an effort to support a positive school climate @
Mrs. Cheung, Mrs. Misiewicz and Mrs. Aquino

will be starting a lunch hour intramural program

for primary level students. Running one day a

week, this program will teach positive play skills,

conflict resolution and cooperation. All students in

grades 1 — 3 are welcome to join, please watch for the information
sent home in your child’s agenda.



PARENT’S CORNER

PLASP
operates Before, Lunch and After
School Programs for children up to
12 years of age, at St. Albert of
Jerusalem.
Registration is now taking place.

Want to know more? See the PLASP

staff at this school, or call the PLASP

head office 905-890-1711, or visit our
website at www.plasp.com

MEDICTION REMINDER

If your child needs to take medication
at school, we must adhere to the
following protocol:

1. Parents are to complete an
"Authorization for Storage and
Administration of Prescribed
Medication" form, available at the
school office. This form does require
a physician's signature. Medications
cannot be distributed by school staff
without the proper board
documentation. The school cannot
modify or alter the prescription in any
way.

2. Send the medication in the proper
prescription or over the counter
(OTC) container. No baggies,
envelopes or tin foil please.

3. For OTC medication, advise when
and what dosage your child requires.
Parents are responsible for ensuring
that all medication and forms are
updated annually. Please be aware
that school staff cannot administer
medication. The student must be able
to take the medication alone,
otherwise you or your designate
should come to the school to assist
them.

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL
Our Catholic School Council executive for the 2011-2012 school
year is as follows:
Chairs: R. Van Vlaenderen / P. Oliveri

Secretary: K. Cisneros-Panza
Treasurer: C.Mascaro O.A.P.C.E.: T. Jean-Marie

Teacher Rep: L. MacNeill, C. Dulhanty

Non-teaching Rep.:  P. Golin

Parish / Community Rep: N. Augustine

Fundraising Rep: P. Oliveiri

Members: C. Munroe, M. Olgan, L. Querin, D. Scott, J. Souther,
E. Wilson

We very much appreciate our active, dedicated and supportive
Catholic School Council. We are grateful for your insights and
child-centred approach to all cooperative decision-making.

The next meeting of our Catholic School Council will be on
Wednesday, November 16, 2011 at 6:45 p.m. All are warmly
invited to attend. Please be an active participant in the
decision-making process here at St. Albert of Jerusalem.

THANK YOU TO BBQ/CURRICULUM NIGHT
VOLUNTEERS

Thank you to L. Querin and all our volunteers who did
such a great job of organizing our Family BBQ Night
during our open house. From collecting forms, to counting
money, thank you for all of your hard work, and dedication
to making this evening a success!

Parents and guardians of Dufferin-Peel students can stay up-to-
date with the latest board news and information by joining the
Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board E-Community.
Members will receive the latest news and information by e-mail,
including media releases, school activities and events, board
highlights, school and transportation cancellations, plus useful tips
for parents.

Sign up online today!

Stay Connected...@:

Join the Dufferin-Peel E-Community

INTRODUCING the Dufferin-

Peel INFOpage - an online

resource for information about

awards, scholarships, fundraising
opportunities, educational resources, professional

LEonm. development opportunities, parent/guardian resources
and community events. Access the INFOpage at

www.dpcdsb.org




SAFE SCHOOL INITIATIVES

At St. Albert of Jerusalem School we
have developed a series of measures
that help to ensure the safety of your
children. With the support of our
students, teachers, administrators and
parents, a commitment has been made
to make the school a safe place for
all. We are certain that our combined
efforts will make a safer environment
for everyone. Some of the many
measures we have taken are...

Line —Painting: There are a variety
of games painted on
the tarmac of our
schoolyard. These
include hopscotch,
four-square, pump
rings, hand ball
squares and circles. Basketball nets
are also available to our primary,
Jjunior and intermediate students.
Staff have begun to review the
instructions to these games so that our
children can enjoy active, safe and
fun recesses.

Parent Areas: We have initiated an
area where our parents can wait for
their children without interrupting
play or being mistaken as a school
supervisor. This area is recognized
by the painted areas on the south side
of the yard, and by the fenced-off
area just west of the grade three
entrance area.

Student In-service: Our students will
be trained on the signs, symptoms
and dangers of food allergies. We
hope they become our strongest allies
in keeping the school safe for all.
Peace Pals: Many of our grade five
students have volunteered to act as
Peace Pals. Mrs. DiFazio, Mrs.
Pandullo, Mrs. MacIntosh and Mrs.
Mol will provide training for our
students on October 7" . The Peace
Pals are available at morning and
afternoon recess to lead our primary
students in co-operative games.

Yard Schedules: In order to provide fairness in the use of the
soccer goal posts and field, we have provided intermediate
students honours at lunch recess and the junior students have
access to the goal post during the morning and afternoon periods.
Restricted Access to the School: All entrances other than the
front doors, are locked during the school day.

Visitors to the School: All parents and visitors entering the
school are expected to stop at the office, sign in and receive an
identification tag. We respectfully ask that you do not accompany
your child or go unannounced to the door of his/her class. If you
have to pick up your child, speak to the teacher, or drop
something off, we will be glad to assist you in the office. All
doorways are clearly marked with signs indicating that all visitors
must report to the office. Staff and students are expected to report
any visitors without identification tags to the office immediately.
Washrooms: Washrooms are checked for intruders before the
start of the school day. Students are informed and trained that only
children have access to their assigned washrooms. All adults use
the washrooms specified as adult. Primary aged children travel in
pairs when using the washroom during class hours.

Kiss—N-Ride and Buses: Safe arrival is paramount at our school.
Parents using the Kiss-N-Ride lanes are assured that a safe drop
off for the children is provided when they follow the direction of
the Kiss-N-Ride volunteers. Bus students are trained in school bus
safety. Teacher supervisors are assigned to safely load and
off-load the buses.

Emergency Evacuation: Teachers and students regularly
practice emergency evacuation procedures. These include safe
exit from the building in the event of fire, precautions in the event
of a bomb threat and safety actions to be taken in the event of an
intruder alert. In the unforeseen event that we must evacuate the
school for emergency purposes, our students will evacuate to St.
Therese of the Child Jesus Catholic School on Forest Park Drive.
Attendance: As mentioned in an earlier newsletter, our
attendance phone line is our connection with the safe arrival of
your child. All children that have not been reported as absent are
confirmed absent by our safe entry protocol.

Criminal Reference Checks: Parents are reminded of the
Ministry and Board Policy that requires all volunteers to provide
the school with a Criminal Reference Check before they begin
working with students. For the upcoming year we request that all
parents volunteering for field trips also provide a criminal
reference check.

Parents who have previously volunteered at St. Albert of
Jerusalem School are required to complete an Offence Declaration
form before beginning their duties at the school. For more
information or forms, please contact the school.



SAFE ALL-SEASONAL TIPS and
NOTES

Tell your children to always tell you
where they are going and with whom.
Tell your children never to go
anywhere with a stranger.

Tell them never to talk to strangers or
take anything from them.

Teach your children what a “safe”
stranger is, in the event they need
help...i.e.:....a police officer...a fire
fighter...a teacher....etc...

Develop a “what if”” game to get
children thinking about how they
would respond if they felt threatened
or afraid.

Teach your children to TALK to you
immediately when someone does
anything that makes them feel
uncomfortable.

Encourage your children to use a
buddy system as an alternative to
walking alone.

Avoid having your child’s name
clearly visible on any piece of
clothing or accessory. A stranger
may read their name and call it out to
your child, fooling your child into
believing this person knows them.
Encourage your child not to walk
home with exposed electronic
equipment (ipods, cellphones, etc).
This leaves your child vulnerable to
theft.

Hold the dates for
Movie Nights:

Grade 6 - 8: Oct. 13" 3:15-
5:00
Grade 3 - 5: Nov.3™ 6:00-
8:00
JK-2: Dec.15"™ 6:00- 8:00

More information to follow
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HALLOWEEN SAFETY
Halloween will soon be upon us, and although it is an exciting
time of the year for our children, it is also a time to recall a few
safety reminders. Please remind your children of safety
guidelines for Halloween:
© Not to wear a face mask, so your child will be able to see
clearly.
Wear light coloured clothing, so drivers can see them.
Carry a flashlight, so your child will be able to see on dark
streets.
Go out with an adult, or an older brother or sister, if under 10
years of age.
Stay away from cars, and friendly strangers in cars.
Watch for cars, and look both ways when crossing the street.
Wear their costumes above their shoes, so they will not trip.
Not to eat any treats until they are home, and an adult has
inspected them.
Not to damage anyone else's property.
Start trick or treating early, and be home by 8:30 p.m.

ATES TO REMEMBER....

October 6: Last day for Food Drive

October 6: Provincial Elections at St. Albert of Jerusalem
October 7: Thanksgiving Liturgy

October 13: Mondano class trip to Silvercreek
October 13: Mississauga North Cross Country Meet at
Lake Aquitaine

October 14: Oliveira/Mol class trip to Silvercreek
October 17: School Council 6:45 p.m.

October 18: Grade 8 retreat at Mount Alverno

October 19: DiFazio class trip to Silvercreek

October 25: Pandullo class trip to Silvercreek

October 25: Progress Report Cards sent home

October 26: Picture Retake day

October 27: Student, Parent and Teacher Interviews
October 28: Halloween Dance

November 18: P.A. Day,No classes

OO OODOODBSE 6O 0O © 00

o)

Please help us out: Supervision begins at 8:15 a.m. Please do not bring your children to school earlier than
this time. We know that this may inconvenience many parents due to work schedules. Given today’s safety
concerns, it is never a good idea to leave your child unattended. Please make alternative arrangements for the
care of your children prior to 8:15 a.m.




SAFETY IN THE SCHOOL YARD

Everyone wants a peaceful school yard, full of students who
play nicely with each other and show kindness and acceptance
to all. As parents you want your children to be respected and
to show respect to others. Throughout the year we focus on
many activities that will assist children in playing safely and
respectfully. At regular meetings our staff is in-serviced on
active school yard supervision; they are alerted to activities
that indicate unsafe play. The school staff is diligent in
watching for bullying behaviour, unsafe play or yard
conditions, and playful activity that may lead to aggressive
behaviour.

Given all of this, it is recognized that children are children and
do not always make safety conscious decisions. Be it at home
or at school, accidents can happen and the best of children can
sometimes place themselves in harmful positions.

Like you, the staff of St. Albert of Jerusalem want children to
have fun at recess while practicing safe, active and appropriate
play. In order to achieve this goal we share with you some of
the many practices we reinforce during announcements, within
our classrooms and while on recess supervision. Your
assistance in reinforcing these rules will help in keeping all the
children safe while at school... and maybe while playing in
your neighbourhood as well!

OUTDOOR PLAY

ACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOURS:

v" Respect each other by being polite, friendly and
cooperative.
Including others to play in games.
Choosing to play fairly and safely when playing games.
Playing with acceptable toys and equipment.
Respecting school property and the environment.
Lining up quietly when the bell rings.

SNENENENEN

UNACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOURS
Standing in the middle of, or walking through, active
games such as football or soccer.
Leaving school property without permission.
Calling names, harassing or making fun of other people.
Swearing and/or using inappropriate language.
Making inappropriate or offensive gestures.
Aggressive or Rough behaviours:

- fighting

pushing or shoving

- tripping

- grabbing or lifting someone

- checking or hitting someone

- hair pulling, scratching, pinching, spitting
Throwing unsafe objects: snowballs, ice, rocks, sticks,
sand, etc...
Playing unsafe or rough games: wrestling, tackling, red
rover, play-fighting etc...
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Littering by throwing wrappers, garbage, food and
containers on the yard.

Pulling at trees or breaking branches.

Writing on school pavement or walls.
Disrespecting our neighbours property.

ACCEPTABLE GAMES

PAVEMENT AREAS:

Basketball within the designated area

Foot hockey alongside the school walls

Throwing soft balls (tennis ball) against a side wall

Skipping

Pavement games: 4 square & hopscotch

Bouncing balls with a soft utility ball

Playing “pump” with a soft utility ball

FIELD AREAS:
v Soccer, Flag Football, Soccer Baseball, Foot hockey

o Insoccer, no kicks more than Vi of the field or
above waist level

o Returning someone else’s soccer ball with a light
pass, not a kick

Playing catch with soft balls in an area away from other

students.

Building snow structures, but no stealing other people’s

SNow.

UNACCEPTABLE TOYS TO BRING TO SCHOOL:
Students are NOT allowed to bring the following to school:
Hardballs (can easily cause head injury)
Bats
Hockey sticks
Skateboards, roller blades or scooters (may not ride
on school property)
Electronic Games
MP3 players, cell phones, pagers (only to be used off
school property)

** If students bring their own soccer or basketballs to school,
they should be marked with their names and put away safely
in the classroom.

**Play cards, BayBlades and other collectable cards are not
allowed at school.

ASKING FOR HELP:
Ask a teacher or yard supervisor on duty for assistance when:
an accident or injury has occurred
a stranger is in the school yard
you or someone else is being bullied
you see someone playing unsafely
you do not feel well
a serious problem or conflict with another student(s)
has occurred
a ball is lost on the school roof or out of school
boundaries
you need to use the washroom




