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Dufferin-Peel CDSB and the      Ontario Ministry of Education:  WORKING  TOGETHER
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Purpose

To introduce é

Á The Ontario Ministry of Educationôs new Equity and 

Inclusive Education Strategy

Á Dufferin-Peelôsnew Safe Schools legislative changes 

and requirements as of February 1st, 2010
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A Context

Humankind Made in God's Image

Consensus 
Canada

2001-2006

Aboriginal 
Population

Lone-Parent 
Families

Same-Sex 
Couples

Newcomers
Racialized

Groups

Non-
Catholic 

Population

Mother-
Tongue 

Languages

Ontarioôs Aboriginal 

population grew nearly 

five times faster than 

the non-Aboriginal 

population - more than 

(35.7%) of the 

Aboriginal population 

consists of children and 

teenagers aged 19 and 

under

Number of lone-

parent families 

increased by 11.2%

number of 

self-identified 

same sex 

couples 

increased by 

40%

More than half of all 

newcomers 

(52.3%) settled in 

areas outside of 

Toronto

Ontarioôs racialized 

population increased 

four times faster 

that the population as a 

whole

By 2017 about one 

fifth of our population 

will be non-Catholic

Ontarians reported 

more that 200 

languages, as ñmother 

tongueò - the 

proportion of Ontarians 

reporting English or 

French as a mother 

tongue is declining
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Catholic Worldview

Humankind is Created in God's Image.

Genesis 1: 27

Catholic Bishops  (2004, 10) remind us that:

ñthe right of each student to be free of harassment, violence or 

malice in speech or action is unequivocal and [that] schools carry the 

clear obligation to provide a positive school environment for all students 

and staffò
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Research

Students are more able and more 

motivated to do well and achieve 

their full potential in schools where 

they feel safe, supported and 

welcomed. 

(Safe Schools Action Team, 2008)

Rejection, exclusion and 

estrangement are associated with 

Åbehaviour problems é 

Ålower interest é 

Ålower achievement, and 

Åhigher dropout rates. 

(Osterman, 2000).
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A Call for Partnerships

A genuine partnership between parents & schools include improved:

V student achievement, 

V reduced absenteeism, 

V better behaviour, and 

V increased public confidence among parents in their 

childrenôs schooling.
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MOE Equity & Inclusivity 

Documents

Humankind Made in God's Image

Realizing the Promise of Diversity: Ontarioôs 
Equity and Inclusive Education Strategy 
(April 6, 2009)

Policy/Program Memorandum No. 119, ñDeveloping 
and Implementing Equity and Inclusive 
Education Policies in Ontario Schoolsò (June 
24, 2009)

The Guidelines for Policy Development and 
Implementation    (July 3, 2009)
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Connections

STUDENT 

ACHIEVEMENT 

&

PUBLIC 

CONFIDENCE

Student 

Success/Learning 

to 18

Parent 

Engagement 

Policy

Curriculum & 

Resources

Leadership 

Strategy

Safe Schools 

Strategy

French Language 

Education

Virtue Formation & 

Education, K-12 

Literacy & 

Numeracy

Special 

Education 

Programs

Aboriginal 

Education 

Strategy 

New Teacher 

Induction 

Program

French Language 

Schools Policies 

& Guidelines

Ministry of Education Equity & Inclusive Education Guidelines, 2009

Humankind Made in God's Image
8

http://www.istockphoto.com/stock-illustration-8239292-unity.php

