LESSON 3
INTERNET
Search


Most people have used the internet to surf the net.  However, most of these people are usually hunting and pecking.  First you should consider a good search engine / browser.  There are many browsers it is difficult to pick which one.  The following is a small list, which could save many unnecessary surfing hours.   

[image: image1.png]Google

Search 1,346,966,000 web pages

Google Search I'm Feeling Lucky




www.google.com

· Sleek, simple, and fun to use.  

· Returns highly relevant results

· Few advanced features, but you may not need them to find what you are looking for
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www.metacrawler.com

· Obtains results by consulting a host of other web browsers such as Google

· Friendly Customizable interface
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www.yahoo.com

· Catalogs over 500,000 sites

· Searches audio, video, and newsgroups

· Still the best and most popular portal

· Easy to use with open directory
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www.hotbot.com

· Advanced features include Boolean Queries

· Good for serious searches with lots of options

· Basic queries may not return relevant results with broken links

[image: image5.png]AskMe Corporation



www.altavista.com

· Searches news, newsgroups, audio, and more

· Advanced features include Boolean Queries

· Powerful engine returns high-quality results
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all the web. all the time.



www.askme.com

· Calls on the sites community of real people to information

· Human touch
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www.alltheweb.com

· A Basic Search is done by filling in a search query in the text box and pressing the "Search" button. 


· On the front page, you can specify the type of search you are making. The options are Web, MP3 files, Pictures, Videos and FTP files.

Boolean Search Methods use terms or symbols between items in a search text.  Setting parameters for the search engine.   "Boolean" search symbols may vary between engines, some may substitute "AND" with a "+" symbol. However, the basic concepts are as follows: 

AND (+)
The AND operator requires that all terms are present. It's used to focus, coordinate and narrow searches.  Example: Canada AND "Prince Edward Island".  Ensures that both Canada and Prince Edward Island are present in the resulting documents.  The problem with the use of the AND operator is that it simply requires all keywords to be present. 

OR 
The OR operator requires that any terms are present. It's used to broaden and expand searches and to include synonyms, related terms and concepts.  Example: "Digital Video Disk" OR DVD.  Ensures that at least one of the search terms is present in the resulting documents. The search for cats OR kittens OR felines will return more hits than any of those keywords individually.  This could provide too many hits

NOT (-)

The NOT operator excludes documents which contain a search term. It's used to narrow a search, to limit false coordinates and to exclude documents which contain terms that are related semantically but not conceptually. Example: fruits AND NOT "apple".  Displays document with the word fruits and not apples. The problem with the use of the NOT operator is that it may exclude resources that are relevant. 

NEAR 
It's used to find documents that would elude a phrase search but which are relevant to the research question and to further refine searches which link terms with the Boolean operator AND. This text operator is implemented by the Alta Vista search engine and locates documents in which the keywords occur within a few words of each other.  Example: Prince NEAR Charles.  Displays documents in which Prince and Charles appear within 10 words of each other. 

OTHER SEARCH CONVENTIONS 

Some other general conventions apply when entering topics for search. Again, the specific format may vary from one engine to another. 

Quotation Marks-To search for the exact phrase within quotes.

Capitals-To distinguish titles and names from other search terms

Asterisk(*)-  Wildcard used when you can’t spell the entire word for example: Periph*

Comma(,)-To separate names and titles.

Search Tips: What to do when your search produces no results 

· Make sure you read the tool's description, options, rules and restrictions. Not all search tools are created equal. 

· Make sure your spelling is right. 

· If you use Boolean operators, check your syntax  

· Try to be less specific in your query. DO not over specify a search. 

· Try other variations on the word(s). 

· Try with another search engine. 

Assignment

Research the idea of Internet’s impact on Society, such as 

· electronic classroom.

· electronic cash

· electronic gambling

Have your teacher approve your topic and keep a log of the search by filling out the following table:

Search Engine
Boolean Operator
# of Hits
# of Useful Hits
Best URL(s)









































































Pass in the printed copies of the three best Web Pages noted above.

Evaluation Rubric

Criteria
Level 1
Level 2
Level 3
Level 4

Communication of information

CGE2A CGE2B CGE2D SP2.03I SP2.04I
- demonstrates little ability to assimilate and communicate information effectively
- demonstrates some ability to assimilate and communicate information effectively
- demonstrates considerable ability to assimilate and communicate information effectively
- demonstrates a thorough ability to assimilate and communicate information effectively

Making Connections

CGE1D CGE4A CGE4E ICV.02I
- demonstrates little ability to relate the social impact of computers to responsible decision making
- demonstrates some ability to relate the social impact of computers to responsible decision making
- demonstrates considerable ability to relate the social impact of computers to responsible decision making
- demonstrates a thorough ability to relate the social impact of computers to responsible decision making

Application of Knowledge to Action

IC1.07I IC1.08I
- demonstrates little ability to apply acquired knowledge into practice
- demonstrates some ability to apply acquired knowledge into practice
- demonstrates considerable ability to apply acquired knowledge into practice
- demonstrates a thorough ability to apply acquired knowledge into practice

Thinking and Inquiry

IC1.08I
- demonstrates limited ability to select appropriate research resources
- demonstrates some ability to select appropriate research resources
- demonstrates considerable ability to select appropriate research resources
- demonstrates a thorough ability to select appropriate research resources

Note: A student whose achievement is below level 1 (50%) has not met the expectations for this assignment or activity.
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Search the Search Engines!
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