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Current predictions that the green job sector will continue to grow as other sectors suffer is a great incentive to get skilled in sustainability. The Canada-based Environmental Careers Organization forecasts that employment growth in green sector jobs will have surpassed Canada’s national average by 23 per cent by 2011. Plus, two-thirds of existing green employers are slated to boost their hiring in the next two years. In a tough job market, it’s even better news that sectors not traditionally associated with being green—such as marketing or construction—are also poised to hire more staff to support their environmental initiatives.

Not sure where to begin? Read up on emerging green work opportunities in planning and design, business, media and science, and use the links and resources on each slide to get started on your dream eco job search today.

Urban Planner Help create sustainable communities with a career in land-use or conservation planning and make cities more pedestrian- and bike-friendly.
Landscape Designer Apply sustainability principles, such as creative less water-intensive gardens with native plants, to the design and construction of green spaces.

Architect Specialize in retrofitting existing homes to meet green criteria. Design innovative, energy-efficient, LEED-certified, green-roofed houses and buildings.

Interior Designer Reinvigorate living spaces with green as the guiding principle, using eco-friendly materials.

Green Industrial Designer Design and produce solar panels, wind turbines, public transport equipment, state-of-the-art energy-efficient appliances, and more.

Green Job Search Tip: Work Cabin is a popular and growing search engine for Canadian eco-jobs
Green Consultant Help businesses effectively go green by advising on key opportunities to reduce waste, resource and energy expenditures.

Chief Sustainability Officer (CSO) Oversee the corporation’s green initiatives, ensure environmental targets are being met and produce sustainability reports for shareholders and third parties.

Green Investment Expert Manage funds and investments that support environmentally responsible companies.

Eco-preneur Transform the marketplace by starting and supporting new, values-based, eco-minded local businesses. Turn great green ideas into reality!

Green Job Search Tip: Green Dream Jobs posts American, Canadian and international opportunities in finance, business, sales and marketing— all with a green twist.

Organic Farmer Grow organic and less resource-intensive crops, and help meet the growing demand for local and sustainable food, wine, beer, herbs and other comestibles.

Eco-Restaurateur Manage an eco-restaurant that uses local and organic food; open an organic grocery or natural food co-op.

Urban Agriculture Food Animator Manage a downtown community garden and kitchen that is open to local residents.

Green Job Search Tip: Good Work Canada features green jobs, internships and volunteer positions—many in the not-for-profit or public sectors.

Environmental Journalist Report on environmental issues in the news or write about sustainability trends for magazines and online.

Marketing for Not-for-Profits Promote environmental causes, programs and campaigns on behalf of ENGOs (environmental non-governmental associations).

Environmental Educator Integrate environment issues into the curriculum from kindergarten to university.

Green Arts Always wanted to document the devastating effects of climate change through photography, or create a theatre piece that explores the social side of going green? Use music, film, photography, theatre and art to spread a strong environmental message.

Green Job Search Tip: EnviroEmployment lets you search for eco-careers based on your education area, work preferences, or interest.
Environmental Lawyer Protect and defend Canadian and international environmental legislation. Understand environmental law to better serve clients on environmental issues such as land use, pollution, resource extraction, waste disposal and wilderness preservation.

Green Auditor Ensure the legitimacy of a company’s environmental claims by performing eco-audits. Environmental certification (e.g., organic, FSC-certified, EcoLogo) is growing in popularity with companies who want to show they’re green, but these certifications must be evaluated by professional third-party auditors who ensure certain environmental standards are being met. 

Cleantech Engineer Design high-tech solutions that help decrease our dependence on green house gases—such as solar, wind, wave and human-captured energy, alternative fuels and waste-into-energy technologies.

Meteorologist Research and communicate the impacts of climate change on our weather systems. The Environmental Careers Organization forecasted that 3,200 more meteorologists will be needed by 2010.

Energy Auditor Perform various energy testing and evaluation procedures to ensure that a building is meeting energy-efficiency standards and that no wasteful energy loss is occurring.

Green Job Search Tip: ECO Canada boasts Canada’s largest green job board, internship opportunities and many other eco-career resources.
Eco-Travel Agent Plan trips for eco-minded travellers who want adventure or relaxation that comes with a lower carbon footprint.

Hotelier Provide low-impact, energy- and resource-efficient, waste-free and eco-friendly lodging, food and services for travellers.

Event Planner Provide planning, design and coordination for sustainable weddings and large events.

Green Job Search Tip: http://twitter.com/GreenJobsCanada is a helpful twitter feed that updates every time a new green Canadian job is posted on the Internet
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Thinking Assignment

Choose one of the above green career options and answer the following questions. See attached rubric for marking scheme. 

1. What do you think about green careers? Do you think about this career path?

2. Research to find out the demands, expectations and requirements of your chosen career. What does this career entail? Provide a minimum one paragraph of 10 lines. 

