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Grade 11 high school students had a hands-on college experience in Pembroke last week. 

More than 200 students in the Specialist High Skills Major pathway from high schools throughout Renfrew County travelled to Algonquin College in the Ottawa Valley for an interactive day that allowed them to explore the college's programming options. 

"There's nothing more powerful as a recruitment tool than allowing a person to have that experience, to test drive a program and that's what we are doing here today," said Jamie Bramburger, manager of community and student affairs at the college. 

Throughout the day, the students participated in a number of activities based on the pathway they are currently studying as part of the Specialist High Skills Major program in the high school system. 

The idea is to show the students how their interests in high school can continue into a college education and then into a career. 

Students in the Specialist High Skills Major pathway are grouped into four sections -forestry and the environment, health and wellness, hospitality and tourism and transportation. 

For the day, the college grouped its various programs under these four main umbrellas. 

The programs Algonquin highlighted through the interactive activities included nursing, outdoor adventure, forestry, police foundations, cooking, motive power technician and business. 

As most programs at the college are on break this week, it was easy for Algonquin to open its facilities and engage its staff in the initiative with the high school students. Also providing support were approximately 25 student volunteers who came in on their free time to help. 

The activities the high school students could take part in included everything from focus groups and brainstorming sessions to hands-on activities like cooking crepes, trying to hack a networked computer system, fingerprinting, using a glow light to track bacteria spread by contact and paddling a raft down a white-water river projected on a screen. 

Jane Hebert of student services at the college said the activities and exposure to the college was a great opportunity for the students.

"Today allows them to experience for themselves the college and they do it through the career paths that they are interested in," she said. 

The event was a partnership between both the Renfrew County District School Board, the Renfrew County Catholic District School Board and the college.

Thinking Questions 
Each question below is out of 6 marks and should be answered in 6-8 sentences. 

1. Summarize this selection. Include a main idea and one point that supports it. Please provide one summary paragraph of 6-10 lines. (Communication)

/6
2. What is a Specialist High Skills Major(SHSM)? Research to find out what SHSM, the opportunities it provides students and the pathways that are offered by Dufferin-Peel schools.
/6
3. What type of personality would be a good fit for SHSM. Be specific and include information you learned in your learning styles quizzes and multiple intelligence knowledge. 
/6

4. Are there any SHSM pathways that you are interested in or think would be a good fit for you?

/6

5. What do you think about the SHSM pathways? Why do you think that Ontario and Dufferin-Peel introduced these pathways in high school? Do you think that it they are a good idea?
/6
Tips for Writing a Short Summary�- Read the article and name the topic. Then find the main idea and highlight it. You’ll usually fin the main idea in the first and last sentences. �- Don’t confuse the topic with the main idea. The topic answers the question “What is this article about?”  The main idea answers the question “What does the author say about this topic?”�- If the article has a title, use it to help you identify the topic and the main idea.�- Write a topic sentence that includes the main idea.�- Choose at least one supporting detail and write a sentence about it. �- Write at least one more sentence that expands the supporting detail. Begin with a phrase like “For example” to say more about it.�- Put your ideas in the same order as they are in the article. This is logical order.�- Don’t include your personal opinion.�- Write a concluding sentence that connects back to the topic sentence and main idea. 
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