Marian Catholic High School students told: Pay tuition or go home

Marian Catholic High sends 100 out the door until bills are resolved

By Mary Owen | Tribune reporter 
March 11, 2009 
What started as an uneventful first day of a new quarter at Marian Catholic High School soon turned to mass confusion as an unprecedented 300 students with outstanding tuition bills were pulled from classes.

The students—whose parents owed between $750 and $5,000—lined up outside the school office Monday morning as their accounts were sorted out.

By lunchtime, about 100 students were sent home—some confused, some embarrassed and a few angry.

It was a sign of economic hard times at the Chicago Heights school, which was made even worse because of a technology glitch. The school's telephone and Internet service were down because of storms Sunday, making it impossible for parents to make online payments or for the school to check whether a payment had been made. The problems continued into Monday.

Students shared cell phones to call their parents and then handed the phones to school officials. In some cases, receipts were handwritten.

"It was very uncomfortable," Marian President Judine Hilbing said Tuesday. "Not having access to the technology almost made it impossible. We are very apologetic to the parents. We tried to treat them with respect and dignity, but it was difficult."

Senior Diego Villaseñor, who saw the long lines outside the office, said: "I thought they could have been a little more sensitive. It was unusual because Marian is a very caring place. I didn't see anybody crying, but I'm sure people were."

In total, the outstanding student tuition was about $450,000.

"Never before had we ever had so many parents with so much difficulty in paying," Hilbing said.

The situation at Marian comes as parents struggle to make tuition payments amid the recession. Some Catholic schools are already reporting drops in enrollment for next year as cash-strapped parents make the difficult decision to transfer children from Catholic to public schools.

To prevent losing more students, the Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago announced last month that $1 million in emergency aid would be available for families that lost jobs this school year. It was deluged with requests within days.

Hilbing, who took over the post in July, acknowledged that Monday's situation could have been handled better but said the school needs to get its finances in order.

On Tuesday night, school officials had their first meeting to start outlining a $14 million budget. Hilbing said she hopes it does not include teacher layoffs and other cutbacks.

"If a handful can't pay, you can handle it," she said. "When 300 don't pay, how do you pay your bills?"

Hilbing said parents were notified twice last week—via letters sent home with students and the U.S. Postal Service—that their tuition payments had to be updated by Monday or their children would be sent home.

Pulling non-paying students from private school is not unusual, officials said, but each school determines how and when to do it.

One Marian parent said students were typically pulled out at the end of the school year.

Many parents said they supported the tuition crackdown, adding that families in financial stress can work with the school. Tuition at Marian is $8,000 a year, and parents pick their own payment plan: biweekly, monthly, quarterly, etc.

Arlene Herbias, who receives partial financial aid to pay for her daughter's tuition, said she isn't surprised that the school would remove students whose tuition isn't paid.

"If you want a good education, you have to dish it out," she said.

But one parent said she didn't receive sufficient notice and was upset that her son was sent home just because she was one month late on her bill.

"It was very unprofessional the way it happened," said the Country Club Hills mother of a freshman who was sent home Monday. She said she owed $780, which she paid so that her son could return. Those who did not pay up or make arrangements were not allowed to return to school.

"I'm disappointed to have this happen, especially with how much I pay in tuition," said the mother, who did not want to be identified, as she waited to pick up her son after school Tuesday.

Some parents and students said it was embarrassing for students—who come from all over the south suburbs but also from as far as Chicago and northwest Indiana.

Diana McDonnell, a Marian parent who also works as the school's recruitment coordinator, said the day was difficult for the tight-knit school of more than 1,500 students.

"I could see the faces on the sisters in charge, how hard of a day it was for them," she said. "But they were left with no choice."

Freelance reporter Dennis Sullivan and Tribune reporters Margaret Ramirez and Bonnie Miller Rubin contributed to this report. 
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Questions
Each of the below questions are worth 1 mark.
1. Which of the following questions is answered in the first paragraph of this news report?

a) Where?

b) When?

c) Why?

d) What?

2. The quote from Senior Diego Villasenor in paragraph 6 suggests that the school is

a) insensitive

b) struggling
c) growing

d) caring

3. According to the selection, what was the main purpose of sending the students home?

a) To ensure that they were well rested for the next day of school.

b) To ensure that they would have enough time to get all their work done. 

c) So that their parents would come into to school and pay overdue fees

d) So that their parents would see that the school was serious about collecting fees on time.

4. The article suggests that sending students home was

a) an inappropriate form of ensuring fees were paid.
b) a good idea.
c) not unusual for private schools.
d) not the safest way to deal with the situation. 

5.  Overall parents were _____ about what the school did. 
a) appalled

b) happy

c) unhappy

d) all of the above

6. How do you think the school should have reacted? Were their actions appropriate or inappropriate? Use information from the selection and your own ideas to support your answer. Please provide one opinion paragraph of 6-10 lines. (Thinking)
/10


7. Summarize this selection. Include a main idea and one point that supports it. Please provide one summary paragraph of 6-10 lines. 

/10

Tips for Reading News Reports�Scan�1. Read the title and headings.�2. Read the first and last sentences or paragraphs�Focus�3. Turn headings or first sentences into questions; read for the answer. �Review�4. Reread the first and last paragraphs�Restate�5. In one or two sentences, state what the new report is about. �Reflect�6. Reflect on what the news report made you think and feel. 





Tips for Writing a Short Summary�- Read the article and name the topic. Then find the main idea and highlight it. You’ll usually fin the main idea in the first and last sentences. �- Don’t confuse the topic with the main idea. The topic answers the question “What is this article about?”  The main idea answers the question “What does the author say about this topic?”�- If the article has a title, use it to help you identify the topic and the main idea.�- Write a topic sentence that includes the main idea.�- Choose at least one supporting detail and write a sentence about it. �- Write at least one more sentence that expands the supporting detail. Begin with a phrase like “For example” to say more about it.�- Put your ideas in the same order as they are in the article. This is logical order.�- Don’t include your personal opinion.�- Write a concluding sentence that connects back to the topic sentence and main idea. 
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