[image: image1.png]Carndinal Ambrosic

Catholic Secondary School





2009-2010 Catholic School Council

MINUTES 

Tuesday February 9th, 2010

Present: Tim Lariviere, Father Norm Roberts, Merrill Taylor, Mike Mastragostino, 

Scott McLauchlan, Anna Aidoo, Rosa Casiero, Ada Fiore, Teresa Italiano, 

Diana Jones, Roxanne King, Teresa Zuccaro, Kathy Charron

Student Council/Prefect Reps: Brittany Allison, Mohit Raju

Regrets: None! (
	ITEM:
	NOTES:

	1. Opening Prayer
(Father Norm Roberts)
	· Thank you Father Norm!

	2. Review of Agenda

(Scott McLauchlan)
	· Roxanne motioned to accept agenda, seconded by Rosa



	3. Review & Approval of Minutes

(Everyone)
	· Correction on agenda ~ change title to “AGENDA”

· Corrected spelling of Teresa Zuccaro’s name 

· Diane motioned to accept minutes; seconded by Teresa

	4. Student Council Prime Minister’s Presentation

(Brittany, Mohit)
	· Exams in January ~ focus on studying!

· Valentine’s Day ~ Candygrams, roses

· $1600 raised for Haiti

· February 9th ~ Dwayne Morgan, guest speaker, a poet who spoke about positive choices

· February 12th Carnaval Day ~ indoor and outdoor events; civies day; dress warm ( 

·  Black History Month ~ various events celebrating this culture

· Mr. Lariviere and Father Norm affirmed the leadership of the Student Council

	5.  Principal’s Report

(Tim Lariviere)
	BRAVE Group Diana Jones

· reviewed events including poet Dwayne Morgan (respect for females, respect for yourself) upfromtheroots.com is his website

· discussed how he turned his life around by looking at his own life from a different perspective

· free events happening at Harbourfront listed on his website

· February 23rd Anti-Bullying with Argonauts

· Prevention of bullying

· Trey Anthony of “Kink in My Hair” will be here on February 25th 

· Received $750 funding from “Breakfast for Kids” ~ run through Boys and Girls Club to provide breakfast for  hungry students (will be run by parents and students)
· Students are identified by the Pyramid of Interventions Team

· Students doing announcements for Black History

· “Girls Night Out” on Thursday April 15th 

SMARTBoards
· 19 SMART Boards have been ordered from capital budget

· other secondary schools have been visiting to share expertise from CA staff

September 2010

· 17 new teachers hired from various secondary schools within DPCDSB

· 4-5 still to be hired

TI nPIRE

· Sophisticated calculator/computer for use in math and business courses

· Excel spreadsheets and graphing calculator

· Portability is an asset

Ash Wednesday

· Liturgy on Wednesday February 17th
Black History

· A variety of speakers throughout the year
Carnaval

· February 12th
2nd  Semester

· Off to a good start
· Exams went smoothly
· Report card
1st Term Student Achievement 

· Less than 4 failures
· 50 at-risk students are all improving in math and science
· “Bar Graph” party for staff to celebrate (
Computer Kiosks on Cardinal Avenue

· firewall in place

· 3 installed so far; 9 to go

· Mario Bevilacqua built the beautiful stations at great savings

Crucifixes

· handcrafted by tech classes and put up in classrooms

Chaplaincy

· April 1st ~ Holy Thursday liturgy

· March 12th ~  Passion Play will be put on for Cardinal Ambrozic community by members of St. Patrick’s Parish

Applications to Cardinal Ambrozic

· Still accepting applications for students entering Grade 9

	6. SMART Boards

(Mike Mastragostino, Father Norm)
	· SMART Board is projection unit connected to a computer (USB) 

· cost per is $3400 ~ economical considering alternative cost of DVD player, television, overhead projector, etc. which are found in standard secondary classrooms

· “Notebook” is the software used

· SMART Boards allow for incredible variety in instruction and countless opportunities for student engagement

· Examples: use internet feed to attract kids into class on time, share current events with CNN on-line (news and footage of Haitian earthquake); integration of literacy, i.e. word-of-the-week; connect to other subjects; review for exams ~ collaborative student teams, use of virtual manipulatives for math and other subjects (e.g. demonstrate use of compass or protractor; access to school website for in-class review and look ahead to various assignments; students can film themselves and download their clips; ability to connect to school broadcasts
· SMART Boards facilitates differentiated instruction to meet individual learning needs

· Very efficient method of teaching; large and interactive visual display; incredibly empowering

· Galleries of various tools, applications, etc. available to user

· Technology allows for synchronization throughout school

· Extremely cohesive and enthusiastic staff implementing this technology; very enthusiastic response from students

· School hopes to purchase ELMOs (small cameras)
· Vision is to purchase mini-computers (Netbooks) for students

· Ministry may be working towards e-books ~ going paperless

· Thank you to Father Norm and Mike Mastrogostino for their informative presentation (

	7. Chair’s Report

(Scott McLauchlan)
	Family of Schools Meeting @ St. Jean Brebeuf (January 20th)

· SMART Board technology shared at this meeting
Schools & French Immersion & Kindergarten

· Our Lady of Lourdes (Highlands area) to open in 2011 (?)

· St. Anthony’s to be re-opened for 2010

· New JK/SK all day program to be rolled out over next 5 years

· Expansion of French Immersion programs

Transportation

· Issues continue with dual board ridership (cost efficiencies)
· New PPM about reporting violent incidents includes bus drivers

· Concerns about responsibility of disciplinary action of students ~ if boards share buses, which principal deals with the offending students?

Ministry Grant Money

· We received $400 of the $1000 we requested for “Huddle Up”

· Many more people are accessing these grants

· The ministry promotes direct parent involvement

C.A.R.E.

· Only Cheque or money order can be used (not debit or charge as discussed earlier)

· Information ready to go out

Treasurer

· Challenging position, but regulations are clearly articulated

· We MUST have this role filled

· Head secretary, Robin D’Agostino, will be available to help the person in this role

· Scott asked council members to consider stepping into this role

	8.  New Business

(Everyone)
	· Diana motioned to end meeting, seconded by Anna

	9. Future Meeting Dates
	All meetings are on TUESDAY evenings:

· March 2nd, 2010 (7:00-9:00 p.m.)

· April 6th, 2010 (7:00-9:00 p.m.) 

· May 4th, 2010 (7:00-9:00 p.m.)

· June 1st, 2010 (7:00-9:00 p.m.)

· September 14th, 2010 (7:00-9:00 p.m.)


NEXT MEETING: 

Tuesday March 2nd, 2010

7:00-9:00 p.m.

