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2010-2011 Catholic School Council

MINUTES 
Tuesday February 8th, 2011
RESCHEDULED FROM FEBRUARY 1st, 2011
Present: Tim Lariviere, Chris Vincent, Father Norm Roberts, Diana Jones, 

Anna Aidoo, Grace Asta, Mario Asta, Kevin Burns, Jatinder Dhoot, Ada Fiore, Nikki Gill-Burns, John Menardi, Suzanna Yesep-Shtanks, Kathy Charron

Student Council Reps: Brittany Allison, Mohit Raju

Regrets: Roxanne King, Carol Ruggeiro, Audra Bala, Jenny Gill, 

Priscilla Manful, Antoinette Messner

	ITEM:
	NOTES:

	Opening Prayer
(Father Norm Roberts)
	· Thank you, Father Norm!

	 Review & Approval of Minutes

(Everyone)
	· Meeting began @ 7:06 p.m.
· Welcome and introductions of new parents in attendance: Grace and Mario Asta, John Menardi and Kevin Burns
· Suzanna motioned to accept; Kevin seconded to accept Agenda
· Ada motioned to accept; Diana seconded to accept Minutes

	Presentation about Dominican Republic Trip
	· Father Norm explained that trip has a social outreach and social justice function
· 10-12 students will be going to Dominican Republic as part of a joint trip with St. Marguerite d’Youville SS

· Trip will take place during first week of Easter

· Students will learn about life in the Dominican Republic by visiting workplaces, homes, churches ~ opportunities for seeing daily life
· Guillermo and Janina, students, expressed their interest in learning about life in a country where things are not taken for granted and a desire to raise funds for this project
· Guillermo will also function as a Spanish translator
· Student group meets every 2 weeks; each student is doing a project researching Dominican Republic workplaces, health and education systems, faith, as well as completing scriptural reflections on John the Baptist and discipleship – readiness to follow a calling

	Prefect & Student Council Report

(Naomi)
	· December events included Seniors Day and Candygrams
· Valentine’s Day candygrams are being organized
· Planning for 2nd annual Winter Carnaval
· Students will participate by House
· Anna commended the students for their good work

	Principal’s Report

(Mr. Lariviere Lariviere)
	New Staff
· 10 teachers have been hired from various DPCDSB secondary schools

· 6 more to be hired before September 

· Mr. Lariviere is very pleased with the caliber of the CA staff (
Al St. Louis 
· poet presenter who spoke very directly to the students

· powerful and engaging presentation 
New Course: Fashion Design
· Grade 11 course will be offered

Exams
· Great pass rate (approximately 90%!) 

· Mr. Lariviere shared  PPT graphs showing results of movement and improvement of  Grade 9 students who are at risk of failing (averages of 60% and under)
· These positive results reinforce the benefit of full year math and science for Grade 9 students 
Street Patrol

· Mr. Minardi, chaplain, takes youth out to minister on the streets of Toronto
· Delivering sandwiches and other charitable works

· Date of next street patrol event to be determined

Registration
· About 130 spots will open for public school students -  in approximately 2 weeks

· Capped enrolment for Grade 9 will be 320 (includes students from feeder schools)

· Feeder school students are dropping

McCarthy’s Uniform

· Next meeting: McCarthy’s representative will bring in samples of Capri pants and shorts for spring uniform for Council’s input
· McCarthy’s is proud to be socially just and environmentally friendly in their uniform production

Black History Month

· Mr. Lariviere shared a video-clip detailing the perspective of a female Nigerian writer 

· Theme was people’s tendency to stereotype and to misunderstand other cultures

· Tendency to focus on a culture’s “single story” instead of  seeing people as much more than “one thing”
· Mr. Lariviere emphasized the importance of appreciating our multicultural identity
· Gurbax Mahli, MP, met with Mr. Lariviere and commended him on Cardinal Ambrozic school climate 

· Mr. Vincent discussed the importance of breaking down cultural barriers

School Climate Survey

· Originally planned to be developed locally, but DPCDSB has created one for all schools to use

· CA will have all students complete this electronic survey

Martin Luther King Day Assembly

· Connected to our Canadian heritage and Martin Luther King’s contribution to our country

· Assembly was prepared and presented by students

· Mr. Lariviere commended the students and staff who prepared this event

Semester One Report Cards

· Will be distributed Thursday February 10th 
Literacy Committee
· Literacy Committee has a number of interventions and strategies in place to boost literacy performance

· Staff integrates literacy activities into all subject areas across the school
· Increasing resources is a priority

· After-school literacy modules are being offered for Grade 10 students in preparation for the March 31st Provincial Literacy Test OSSLT (which students must pass in order to graduate)
· Mail out and phone call outs were conducted to advertise programs

· Approximately 150 students responded; # of students exceeded expectations

· Class size ranged from 18-24 students; would have preferred smaller classes but staff was limited

· Literacy Workshop was attended approximately 50 parents in December 2010; positive turn-out; reviewed test content with parents, offered hints for support at home; Parent Literacy Activity Package was prepared and sent home

· Mr. Vincent shared the Literacy-At-Home activity package which focuses on comprehension with some writing tasks; completed package is then turned in to office and are assessed by school staff and then returned to students with feedback

· Great opportunity for parents to be engaged in their secondary student’s education

· Literacy Blitz Assembly took place on February 8th
· Students received a calendar of activities and due dates; every Tuesday and Thursday Grade 10s will engage in these activities
· Involves all staff; Period One activities to be done in each class using the  Literacy Test Workbook; one for each Grade 10 student

· This workbook offers about 50 activities written in the OSSLT format

· Completed student work will be assessed by Literacy Committee staff and returned with feedback for improvement
· Mr. Vincent commended the Cardinal Ambrozic staff and Literacy Committee for their diligence and  commitment to this program
· This year’s Grade 10s establish the school’s baseline as they are Cardinal Amborzic’s inaugural class writing the OSSLT

· Contingency plans are in place for students who are not successful on the OSSLT

· Nikki Gill-Burns asked us to consider the option of asking parents to pay the $6 cost of the booklets; suggestion taken under advisement

· Mr. Vincent explained that this year’s were purchased with special Ministry funds

· These same books will be recycled as this year’s Grade 10s are only using 12 activities this year; next year’s Grade 10s will do 12 different activities

· Anticipated that each book can be used for cohorts of students

· Mr. Lariviere congratulated students for their academic performance

	B.R.A.V.E. Team

(Diana Jones)
	Black History Conference
· February 24th Board Conference ~ St. Aloysius Gonzaga
· Orlando Bowen from Toronto Argos will be speaker along with Errol Lee

· Students in B.R.A.V.E. wrote essays to explain why they should attend this conference

· Al St. Louis, poet, spoke at school today

· His poetry is very rhythmic and his themes very current and appealing to student body

· Mr. St. Louis was awarded a basketball scholarship, but injury prevented him from playing and he eventually turned to poetry and motivational speaking
· Coco, from One Voice One Team, motivational speaker,  promoting student leadership and community on February 25th
Breakfast for Kids
· Program promoting healthy living by offering breakfast for students who need it
· Hope is that nourished children feel, act and perform more positively

St. Edmund Campion

· Diana shared various opportunities hosted by St. Edmund Campion SS including Flashforward: Your “Do-Over”: Parenting Your Teenager Though Their High School Years (February 28th), Creep: High Connections or High Interference: Cyber Relationships, Texting and Technology Safety For Your Teen  (March 22nd)  and Friend or Foe: Navigating the Mind Field of High School Hallways (May 3rd)
· Access the homepage of St. Edmund Campion SS’s website at http://www.dpcdsb.org/CAMPI   for more details
· Mr. Lariviere mentioned that the school has identified a number of students who are at risk for drug addiction; number of students is low
· Student engagement opportunities are key to a positive school climate; students are encouraged to connect and help one another by speaking out to supportive adults

	Chair’s Report

(Anna Aidoo)
	Parents’ Night In ~ Catholic Education Week

· Friday May 6th from beginning at 7:00 p.m.
· Keynote speaker and break out into various sessions
· Topics could include communicating with your teenager, Cyber bullying, presentations from police (MPU), career planning and course registration for your teenager, drug education for parents, sexuality, effect of media on students, healthy use of technology (phones, computer), appreciation and understanding of our community’s cultural diversity, etc.
· Various advertising and communication strategies were suggested: personal phone invitations, student involvement by House competition, school website, phone call out, collection of email addresses and using a board sanctioned no-reply email account
· $1000 PRO Grant is the fund available for this event

	Treasurer’s Report: 
(Carol Ruggeiro)
	· No report in Carol’s absence 
· No change to bank account

	Next Meeting Date
	· Motion to adjourn meeting @ 9:07 p.m. by Nikki ; 2nd  by Jatinder 


NEXT MEETING: 

Tuesday March 1st, 2011
7:00-9:00 p.m.

