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Virtue of the Month:  Empathy 
During the month of October we will celebrate and focus on the virtue of Empathy. 
An empathic person … 

Listens when people speak 
Notices when someone is upset and tries to help 
Can understand and name his/her feelings 
Can see a situation from another person’s point of view 
Accepts that others may feel differently about things than they do 
Through prayer and concentration, we can become better at show empathy towards those around us. 

 

 
The Holy Rosary 
The month of October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary. The Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary is 
celebrated on October 7.  
We will be resuming the Rosary Club at our school beginning in October on Mondays and Wednes-
days during first recess in school’s chapel area outside the Library.  Attached is information “How to 
pray the Rosary”.  You may wish to use this and continue praying the rosary with your family. 
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Prayer for the Season of Thanksgiving 
Loving God, 
All that we have comes from your goodness and the work of those who love 
us.  Bless us and the food we share.  Watch over those who care for us. 
Open our eyes to the needs of the poor during this time of harvest and 
thanksgiving.  We make this prayer in the name of Jesus, who is Lord for 
ever and ever.   Amen. 

http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10_1.cfm
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Open House/Family BBQ 
Our annual Open House/Family BBQ evening was held on 
Sept. 22.  Even though it rained it did not dampen the spirits 
of the many parents and students who attended.  I thank the 
staff for their assistance in packaging and distributing the 
food, our 2010-2011 School Council for their efforts in wel-
coming families and donating the hot/cold bags for the food.  
Thank you the Grant, the new owner/manager of M&M’s 
Meats Shop 2340 Council Ring Road for supporting our 
event by discounting the cost of the hamburgers. 
And finally, a special thank you to Mr. B. McBride for his 
assistance on the barbecue.  
 I ask that you please mark Dec. 3, 2011 on your calendars as 
that is the day we have scheduled our annual Breakfast with 
Santa. 
 
Health Alert  
In each newsletter I bring to your 
attention that there are students in a 
number of our classes who have a 
serious, and in some cases, life-
threatening allergy to peanuts and 
peanut byproducts. Even the mere 
exposure to these products may 
cause a severe allergic reaction for 
these children which could potentially result in death.  While 
these students may not be in your child’s class, or eat in the 
area that your child eats lunch, we are most concerned about 
cross contamination which may occur if a child who eats a 
peanut product touches a chair, desk, book or any object that 
may be touched by a child with this allergy.   On behalf of 
these students and their parents I ask for your cooperation to 
ensure that peanut and nut products are not sent to the 
school. 
 
Pediculosis 
Although not a communicable disease, pediculosis (head lice) 
is a concern to parents and teachers.  Each year it is common 
for outbreaks of pediculosis to occur.  
Unfortunately, in recent years, head lice 
have become increasingly common 
throughout North America.  They are 
parasites which have been common 
among human beings for centuries.  They 
are not connected in any way with dirt or 
neglect.  Anyone can be infested with 
them.  If a case of lice is found at school, 
we inform all parents by way of a special letter. 
In order to control these pests we shall follow the procedures 
outlined below.  We request your full co-operation. 
• If cases are found in a classroom, we shall inform all 
parents of students in that class.  We shall check friends and 
classmates of the affected students, and if necessary, seek 
help from the Regional Health Department.  However, we 
request that you also check your own children and, if you find 
them to be infested, we would ask that you let us know so 
that we may advise you on the proper treatment for them.  

This information can also be obtained from a pharmacist or 
the regional Health Department. 
• Even if cases are not reported from the school, it is a 
wise precaution to check your child’s head periodically.  
Teach your children not to put on other people’s hats or 
scarves, even when playing.  Teach them not to use other 
people’s combs or hair brushes. 

 If your children do become infested by head lice, we will 
ask you to keep them out of school until after they have 
been treated with the correct shampoo and their hair is 
entirely clear of both lice and nits (eggs.)   

 
Kiss and Ride Programme 
We wish to thank all who are  
adhering to the rules for our 
Kiss’N’Ride Programme.  While 
there may be some inconvenience and people must wait a 
little longer, the safety of our children is our foremost prior-
ity.  Please remember that when dropping your child off at 
school use the middle “Kiss and Ride” lane and have your 
child exit from the right hand side of the vehicle.   At that 
point the child may walk to the sidewalk.  Parents should not 
exit the car as this creates a safety concern as the left lane is 
for exiting traffic.   Please note that the Kiss and Ride is for 
drop off only.  There is no parking or stopping in front of the 
school 8:30-8:50 a.m. At dismissal time we will fill the drive-
way with cars however if you are in line we ask that you do 
not leave your car.  This will go a long way to enhance the 
safety of all.  Thank you in advance for your understanding 
and adherence to these expectations.  
 
Student Supervision Times 
Please note that teachers are on supervision duty 15 minutes 
before the start of the school day.  For safety reasons we ask 
that you not drop your child off at the school prior to 8:30 
a.m.   Students are not allowed in the school prior to 8:45 
a.m. or after 3:15 p.m. unless they are under the direct super-
vision of a teacher. 
 
Sacramental Preparation 
First Reconciliation and First Communion registration took 
place at the church on September 22.  If you have a child in 
grade 2 and you missed this meeting please contact Father 
Joseph at the parish (905-822-8132). 
Registration for grade 8 Confirmation will be held at the 
church on October 12, 2011 at 7:30 p.m.  If you have a child 
in grade 8 who wishes to be confirmed please be sure to at-
tend this meeting 
 
Dates for Reception of Sacraments: 
Gr. 2 Reconciliation: 7 p.m. Tues. February 28 at  
   St. Francis of Assisi church 
Gr. 2 First Holy Communion:  Sun. Apr. 29, 3 p.m.  
   St. Francis of Assisi church. 
Grade 8 Confirmation: Tues. May 15, 7 p.m.  
   St. Francis of Assisi Church.                  
  



St. Margaret of Scotland School Council 
As was announced in the September newsletter, nomination forms for our St. Margaret of Scotland School Council were 
available in the school office from September 21 -25 during school hours.  Completed nomination forms were to be submit-
ted by 3:45 p.m. on September 23, 2011. 
The following people will make up the St. Margaret of Scotland School Council for the 2011-2012 school year: 
 

SMOS School Council 2011-2012 
Introducing your School Council for 2011-2012 
M.P.  McBride:  Chair 
H. Dojutrek:  Treasurer 
M. Pitt:   Secretary 
C. Arboleyaca  Parent Rep 
L. Buffa:  Parent Rep 
T. Brown  Parent Rep 
A. Cristini:  Parent Rep 
N. Ewing:  Parent Rep 
I. Lodge:  Parent Rep 
J. Lundrigan:  Parent Rep 
M. B. St. Louis:  Parent Rep 
M. Prochuk  Parent Rep 
K. Yip:   Parent Rep 
M. Bracco/I Haines: Teacher Rep 
L. Mandziuk:  Staff Rep 
A. Scigliano:  Vice Principal 
M. Coburn  Principal 

 
Please note that all parents are welcome to attend any or all of our School Council Meetings.  A list of dates will be posted on 
our website: http://www.dpcdsb.org/SCOTL  We would like at this time to thank the 2010-2011 School Council for their 
time and efforts during the last school year. 
 
School Council QSP Campaign 
Our QSP Magazine Campaign runs until Monday, October 3rd. Thanks for supporting our school with this initiative. Please 
note that online orders may continue to be placed throughout the year. Log onto www.qsp  for more information. St. Marga-
ret of Scotland school code is 8324. 

 

 
                      
                       Upcoming Events  
Oct. 5  International Teachers Day 
Oct. 10  Thanksgiving 
Oct. 12  Parent Confirmation Mtg  
              at Church 7 p.m. 
Oct. 31  School Council Dance-a-thon 
Nov. 1  All Saints Day  
Nov. 2  All Souls Day 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Attached: How to Pray the Rosary 
  Homework Help gr. 7-10 
  Scouts Canada 

http://www.dpcdsb.org/SCOTL
http://www.qsp


 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 



 



 


