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Some hot shooting in the fourth quarter carried the

St. Thomas Aquinas Cardinals into the quarterfinals

of the Region of Peel Secondary School Athletic

Association (ROPSSAA) Tier 1 senior girls

basketball playoffs. Held to just 27 points over the

first three quarters the Cardinals scored 16 in the

final quarter to rally and defeat the Iona Dolphins

43-40 at Aquinas in a first-round round playoff game

on Tuesday. Seeded No. 8 of the 12 teams in the Tier

1 playoffs, the Cardinals advanced to face No. 4

Father Goetz Gators in the quarters scheduled for

yesterday (Thursday), following press deadline.

Aquinas trailed most of the way against the No. 9

Dolphins. "We had a slow start. We haven't had

much practice time because the gym wasn't available

and because of a staff meeting so they were a bit

rusty," said coach Maria Gothard. This might have

been considered a re-building year for the Cardinals

whose entire starting five from last season graduated.

There were even concerns that Aquinas might not be

able to have a senior team with just seven senior

aged players on the squad but Gothard said two

junior-aged players were added to the team to give

them enough numbers to have a team. Even so with

the players having a number of commitments

Gothard said the Cardinals could not practice every

day. She feels the talent is there for the team to have

done even better. Aquinas finished second in the

Northeast division with a 5-1 league record and won

the bronze medal at the St. Marguerite d'Youville

tournament. Angela Cizzi led the way for the

Cardinals with 11 points. Bernice Agyepong and

Khadiyah Henry had 10 points apiece with Chantel

Campbell collecting eight. Iona was led by Irena

Rynkiewicz with 21 points. The Dolphins, with a 6-1

mark were second in the Southwest. In other

first-round playoff games No. 12 Fletcher's Meadow

Arrows fell 40-26 to No. 5 Our Lady of Mount

Carmel Crusaders. No. 11 Rick Hansen Storm upset

No. 6 St. Paul Wolverines 45-40 while No. 7

Ascension of Our Lord Eagles downed No. 10

Applewood Axemen 61-22. The top four seeds

received first-round byes and were hosting Thursday

quarterfinals. Carmel is at No. 1 St. Edmund

Campion Bears, Hansen visits No. 2 Notre Dame

Knights, Ascension at No. 3 St. Marguerite

d'Youville Panthers while Aquinas travels to Goetz.

The teams seeded from 13 to 20 qualify for the Tier

2 playoffs with quarterfinals also on Thursday.

Mayfield Mavericks are the No. 1 seed in Tier 2 and

host No. 8 Cawthra Park Panthers. No. 2 St. Joseph

Jaguars face No. 7 Loyola Warriors, No. 3 Lorne

Park Spartans meet No. 6 Ste. Famille Cougars while

No. 5 Bramalea Broncos are at No. 4 Philip Pocock

Pirates.
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