
       
 

 
The expectations of Catholic Graduates are measured not only in knowledge and skills, but also in attitude, values, and actions. At the core of the Catholic school system is the 

unique framework for learners called the Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations.  These distinctive expectations are integrated into the full Catholic school curriculum to 
help form graduates who are: discerning believers formed in the Catholic faith community - effective communicators - reflective, creative, and holistic thinkers - self-directed, 

responsible, lifelong learners - collaborative contributors - caring family members - responsible citizens. 
 

The development of learning skills and work habits needed to succeed in school and in life begins early in a child’s schooling. As students move through the grades, they develop 
and then consolidate their learning skills and work habits in preparation for postsecondary education and the world of work. (Growing Success, p. 12) 
 

New  
Learning Skills and           

Work Habits 

Sample Behaviours from Growing Success, 2010, page 11 
The student: 

Examples of What a Student Might  
Say or Do to Demonstrate  

Learning Skills and Work Habits 

Responsibility 

 fulfils responsibilities and commitments within the learning environment 

 completes and submits class work, homework, and assignments according to agreed-
upon timelines 

 takes responsibility for and manages own behaviour 

 I participate in classroom and group 
discussions by speaking and listening in turn.  

 I know that my actions and decisions affect 
those around me. 

Organization 

 devises and follows a plan and process for completing work and tasks 

 establishes priorities and manages time to complete tasks and achieve goals 

 identifies, gathers, evaluates, and uses information , technology, and resources to 
complete tasks 

 I have my tools and materials ready to start my 
work. 

 I read all of the instructions before beginning 
my task. 

Independent Work 
 independently monitors, assesses, and revises plans to complete tasks and meet goals 

 uses class time appropriately to complete tasks 

 follows instructions with minimal supervision 

 I stay on task until I am finished my work. 

 I know what to do when I am finished my work 
in class. 

Collaboration 

 accepts various roles and an equitable share of work in a group 

 responds positively to the ideas, opinions, values, and traditions of others 

 builds healthy peer-to-peer relationships through personal and media-assisted 
interactions 

 works with others to resolve conflicts and build consensus to achieve group goals 

 shares information, resources, and expertise and promotes critical thinking to solve 
problems and make decisions 

 I show respect for others through my actions 
and words. 

 I accept others in my groups and activities, 
both inside and outside of the classroom, 
without judging. 

 I use language that is appropriate in my 
Catholic school. 

Initiative 

 looks for and acts on new ideas and opportunities for learning 

 demonstrates the capacity for innovation and a willingness to take risks 

 demonstrates curiosity and interest in learning 

 approaches new tasks with a positive attitude 

 recognizes and advocates appropriately for the rights of self and others 

 I try new activities. 

 I am not afraid to be wrong. I learn from my 
mistakes. 

 I stand up for what is right. 

 I choose to do the right thing, even when it is 
hard. 

Self-regulation 

 sets own individual goals and monitors progress towards achieving them 

 seeks clarification or assistance when needed 

 assesses and reflects critically on own strengths, needs, and interests 

 identifies learning opportunities, choices, and strategies to meet personal needs and 
achieve goals 

 perseveres and makes an effort when responding to challenges 

 I know what I do well and what I need to learn 
to do better. 

 I check to make sure that I am on track to 
meet my goals. 
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