
Population Pyramids 

 
Population pyramids, or age-sex diagrams, are: 

• actually two back-to-back bar graphs, one showing the number of males and one showing females  

• the length of each bar represents the size of the population in a particular five-year age groups 

(also called a cohort) 

• males are conventionally shown on the left and females on the right 

• population may be measured by raw number or as a percentage of the total population.  
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After WWII there was a surge in the birth rates of most western countries. This was called the baby boom. 

The baby boom can be tracked though population pyramids of different time periods. 
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Demographic Transition Model 

 


