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Source: www.statcan.gc.ca Fourth quarter 20071 Fourth quarter 20082 Fourth quarter 2007and fourth 
quarter 2008

number difference

Total growth 56,343 63,403 7,060

Natural increase 28,294 27,687 -607

Births 88,603 90,160 1,557

Deaths 60,309 62,473 2,164

Net international migration 28,049 35,716 7,667

Immigration 55,572 53,549 -2,023

Net non permanent residents -17,473 -7,737 9,736

Emigration3 10,050 10,096 46

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/090326/t090326a1-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/090326/t090326a1-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/090326/t090326a1-eng.htm




Population pyramids, or age-sex diagrams, are:

•actually two back-to-back bar graphs, one showing the number of males and one 

showing females 

•the length of each bar represents the size of the population in a particular five-

year age groups (also called a cohort)

•males are conventionally shown on the left and females on the right

•population may be measured by raw number or as a percentage of the total 

population. 

http://homepages.w

estminster.org.uk/it

_new/images/ecdl/

mod4/pyr.gif



The wider a bar, the more people there are in that age group.

You can tell a lot from population pyramids, for example:

•If a country’s population pyramid has a wide base, it means it has a lot of young 

people, that its birth rate is high. 

•If a country’s population pyramid gets narrow very quickly, it usually means it 

has a high death rate.

•A country with a high birth rate and a high death rate is developing country.



These are examples of population 

pyramids for three different types of 

countries and for the world overall, in 

the year 2000.

Compare the least developed country 

example with that of a pyramid for a 

developed country.

The narrow base of the pyramid for 

the more developed country indicates 

a low birth rate.

The wider upper part indicates a 

lower death rate (because of modern 

medicine, good food, etc.).

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/ageing/fig1.gif



After WWII there was a surge in the birth rates of most western countries. This 

was called the baby boom.

The baby boom can be tracked though population pyramids of different time 

periods.

http://www.nd.edu/~dmyers/courses/old/102au00/bb.jpg



To view an animated population pyramid of Canada’s population from 

Confederation to 2001, click here.

Use the control buttons at the bottom of the pyramid to stop the animation at a 

year when the baby boom is just getting started. What year did you pick?

Start the animation again and this time stop it when you think you see the “echo” 

of the baby boom getting started. What year did you pick?

pyca2056.exe




Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 

Expansive. Expansive. Stationary. Contractive.

Concave sides. Straight sides. Convex sides. Convex sides. 

High birth rate. Still high birth rate. Declining birth rate. Low birth rate. 

High death rate. Falling death rate. Low death rate. Low death rate. 

Short life expectancy.
Slightly longer life 

expectancy. 
Long life expectancy. Longer life expeactancy. 

Rapid fall in each upward 
age group due to high 

DR. 

Fall in DR so more 
people living into middle 

age. 

An increasing proportion of 
the population is in the 

65+ age group. 
Higher dependency ratio. 

Kenya India Argentina Sweden

Economic development increases >>>> 

http://www.geographyalltheway.com/igcse_geography/population

settlement/population/igcse_popn_structure_revision.htm

http://www.geographyalltheway.com/igcse_geography/populationsettlement
http://www.geographyalltheway.com/igcse_geography/populationsettlement
http://www.geographyalltheway.com/igcse_geography/populationsettlement


Source: http://www.canaryzoo.com/Geography%20Population.htm


