
Principal’s Message 
Advent is the time before Christmas when 

we prepare our hearts for the coming of 

Jesus.  We wait in joyful hope for the 

Nativity of Jesus, our Lord.  The staff and 

students of St. Francis of Assisi School will 

enter into the spirit of the season by 

preparing to help those in the community 

who require our assistance.  As a school 

community we have many special activities 

planned for the season of Advent; we know 

that small acts of kindness can have a big 

impact and can help to make a difference in 

the lives of others.  These special activities 

also help to remind us of the true meaning of 

Christmas. 
 

The holidays are a time of year to be with 

family and friends, a time to rejoice and give 

thanks for our many blessings.  On behalf of 

the staff of St. Francis of Assisi School, may 

your family have a peaceful and joyous 

Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

In the month of December, the Virtues 

assembly will be held on Friday, December 

23rd at 8:30 am.  We welcome all visitors to 

come celebrate the virtue of Hope at this 

assembly. 
 

Our Family Advent Mass will be held on 

Tuesday, December 6th at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Church. Parents and family are welcome to 

join us in celebrating the season of hope and 

preparation for our Lord, Jesus Christ. We 

hope to see many parents, family and friends 

at the Mass 

 
Yours sincerely, 
Mr. Palmateer 
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Advent Prayer           
Heavenly Father, during Advent, may 

we remember the greatest gift ever 

given:  Your only Son, Jesus Christ. Fill 

our hearts with joy day by day as we 

think of our Savior putting aside His 

heavenly glory and coming among us.  
 

As a newborn, only a stable roof 

sheltered Him and ordinary, 

impoverished parents cared for Him. 

8ÖÜÙɯÈÕÎÌÓÚɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÊÖÕÛÈÐÕɯ

themselves, but broke into the quiet 

night-watch of a group of humble 

shepherds. The heavenly messengers 

proclaimed the glorious news of the 

Savior who would pay the price for our 

sins, the sign of Your goodwill to all 

men, and Your desire for peace on earth.  
 

As we prepare to celebrate Christmas,  

may we grow in understanding and 

wonder of His birth. By Christmas day, 

may our hearts overflow with rejoicing 

and thanksgiving. Let our gratitude 

overflow to each person we meet by 

demonstrating the peace and goodwill 

in our hearts -- not just at this joyful 

season but all year long. 
 

 
 

Virtue of the Month  
 

In the month of December we will 

celebrate the virtue of Hope. 

God helps us to keep on working for a 

more peaceful world even when we feel 

discouraged. 

People of Hope... 

ü keep up a positive attitude, 

ü  can bounce back from 

tough situations,  

ü set and stick to their goals  

ü know that Jesus will help us            
 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Celebrating Advent 

Advent is the season of waiting 

ÈÕËɯÖÍɯ×ÙÌ×ÈÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÍÖÙɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɀÚɯ

birth. Staff and students are 

busy celebrating the Advent 

season with liturgies, art 

activities and other 

celebrations.   The various 

classrooms will come together 

to prepare the way of the +ÖÙËɀÚɯÐÕ reflection, prayer and 

song. 
 

Family Advent Mass 
Our Family Advent Mass will be held at St. Francis of 

Assisi Church, on Tuesday, December 6th at 7:00 p.m.   

Please note this date on your calendars.  It is 

ÈɯÞÖÕËÌÙÍÜÓɯÞÈàɯÛÖɯÊÈ×ÛÜÙÌɯÛÏÌɯɁÛÙÜÌɯ

ÔÌÈÕÐÕÎɂɯÖÍɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÔÈÚɯÞÐÛÏɯàÖÜÙɯÍÈÔÐÓà. It 

will be followed by a social & singing of 

Christmas Carols in our school gymnasium. 
 

Christmas Tree Toy Drive 

Once again,  
St. Francis of Assisi School is 

supporting another Christmas Toy 

Drive for the needy children in our 

ÚÊÏÖÖÓɯËÐÚÛÙÐÊÛɀÚɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàȭɯɯ6Ìɯ

know that Christmas can be challenging times for some 

families; please do not hesitate to contact the office if you 

require support for food or gifts this holiday season.  All 

requests will be kept confidential.  

If you would like to make a donation of an unwrapped 

ÎÐÍÛɯÈÕËɯÏÌÓ×ɯÔÈÒÌɯÈɯÊÏÐÓËɀÚɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÔÈÚɯÈ 

ÏÈ××àɯÖÕÌȮɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌɯÚÌÌɯ,ÙÚȭɯ%ÙÈÕÒÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɀÚɯÖÍÍÐÊÌȭɯ

With your help, we can make a difference. 

 

Mitten Tree 
As in the past, a Christmas tree has been set up in the 

front foyer.  Its decorations will be 

your donations of new mittens, 

gloves, scarves and hats of any size, 

shape or colour.  All donations will be 

distributed through the St. Vincent de 

Paul Society to those in need. 

 

Canadian Tire Money Drive 
This year we are running the 

Christmas Charity project 

that was a BIG success in 

previous years. The Peel Regional Police Department 

collects Canadian Tire money to purchase toys for needy 

children in our community.  This is an excellent way to 

share with other families less fortunate than ourselves. 

Canadian Tire money is given when an 

item at their store is purchased with cash.   

Please look in your cupboards, drawers etc. 

and send in any Canadian Tire money to 

school with your children.     
 

Santa Claus Visits our School Library 
On Wednesday, December 21st  Santa 

Claus will be visiting St. Francis of 

Assisi School.  All students in JK ɬ 4 

will visit with Santa and get their 

pictures taken.  Thank you to School 

Council for covering the cost of the photos. 
 

Christmas at the Movies – Student Movie Day 
On Thursday, December 22nd all students from Grades     

K ɬ 8 will be attending a movie at the Silver City Theatres 

in Mississauga.   Buses will be departing the school at 9:15 

a.m.   Parents are welcome to join us.  Permission forms 

and pricing information was sent out the end of 

November and due back December 8th.  
 

Students in Grades 1 ɬ 4 will be seeingɂ Alvin and the 

Chipmunks ɬ "ÏÐ×ÞÙÌÊÒÌËɂ 
 

Students in Grades 5 ɬ 8 will be seeing Ɂ'ÜÎÖɂ 

 

 
 

Skating Schedule 
Our School Council provides all of our students from 

Grades 1 to 8 an opportunity to go skating at Erin Mills 

Arena on two occasions free of charge.  Parent supervisors 

are welcome to attend and skate if they would like to do 

so.  We strongly encourage students to wear hockey or 

bicycle helmets.   Also, all students must wear gloves. 
 

All students will eat lunch prior to leaving for the rink so 

your child should eat lunch at school on skating dates. 
 

Grades 1, 3, 6 and 7 
Friday, Jan. 20th ɬ 12:15 ɬ 1:15 ɬ Gr. 1 & 3 

     12:30 ɬ 1:30 ɬ Gr. 6 & 7 

Friday, Feb.10th ɬ 12:15 ɬ 1:15 ɬ Gr. 1 & 3 

     12:30 ɬ 1:30 ɬ Gr. 6 & 7 

Grades 2, 4, 5 and 8 
Friday, Jan.  13th - 12:15 ɬ 1:15 ɬ Gr. 2 & 5 

      12:30 ɬ 1:30 - Gr. 4 & 8 

Friday, Jan. 27th ɬ 12:15 ɬ 1:15 ɬ Gr. 2 & 5 

     12:30 ɬ 1:30 ɬ Gr. 4 & 8 

Helmets 

Do you have any unused hockey helmets sitting in your 

garage or crawl space?  We are asking for donations of 

any helmets that your children no longer use.   Please  

bring all helmets into the office as soon as possible.  Thank 

you once again for your continuing support of SFA. 

                  SCHOOL NEWS 
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Junior and Senior Kindergarten Registration 

will be held on Monday, February 6, 2012 from 7:00 - 9:00 

p.m. (snow day only Tuesday, February 7th , from   7:00 

p.m. - 9:00 p.m.) and Wednesday, February 8, Thursday 

February 9 and Friday February 10th 2012 from 9:00 - 11:00 

a.m. and 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.  More information to follow 
 

Junior Kindergarten - Children must be 4 years old by 

December 31, 2012 

Senior Kindergarten - Children must be 5 years old by 

December 31, 2012 
 

Lost and Found 
Seek and you shall find! 
Our lost and found box is getting 

full.  During the weeks of December 

5h and December 12th, all lost and 

found items will be displayed outside the library.  Please 

feel free to come and browse and see if you recognize any 

ÖÍɯàÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɀÚɯÔÐÚÚÐÕÎɯclothing items. 
 

Winter Is Coming…… 

Severe Weather 
Children will be kept in at recess if the 

wind chill equivalent temperature is 

minus 20 degrees Celsius or lower.  This 

is in accordance with the policy of the 

Dufferin Peel Catholic District School Board.  We will, of 

course, monitor the weather situation on a daily basis.  

The safety of our students is always of utmost concern. 
 

Closing due to Severe Weather 
During the winter months inclement 

weather may cause disruption of bus 

transportation and regular school 

operations. A decision to cancel 

school transportation and/or to close 

schools is usually made by 6:00 a.m. and 

will be announced on the following radio 

stations: 
 

Virgin Radio 99.9 EZ Rock FM97.3

  CHUM AM 1050             CFRB AM 1010 

CFTR  AM 680  CFNY FM 102.1   

CJCL  AM 590  CHFI 98.1        

CFRB 1010                        CJBC (FR) 860 AM            

FM Z103.5                         AM 1540             

FM 93.1                              AM 640   

CITYPULSE                     CBC 99.1  

GLOBAL NEWS CTV 

CHIN 100.7 FM               FM Q 107 

  

Also available on our Board Website: 

dpcdsb.org 
We will be communicating one of four standard 

messages to the radio stations. The four 

announcements and their effect on the transportation 

system are as follows: (Please note that the  

highlighted text only will be communicated by the 

radio stations). 
 

1.   “DUFFERIN-PEEL CATHOLIC DISTRICT 

SCHOOL BOARD BUSES SERVING ST. ANDREW, 

ST. BENEDICT AND ST. PETER ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOLS AND R.F. HALL SECONDARY SCHOOL 

ARE CANCELLED FOR TODAY”. 
 

2.  “THE DUFFERIN-PEEL CATHOLIC DISTRICT 

SCHOOL BOARD BUSES AND THE PEEL 

DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD BUSES IN THE TOWN 

OF CALEDON AND THE COUNTY OF DUFFERIN 

ARE CANCELLED”.  This means that all runs listed 

under announcement # 1 plus the following are 

cancelled. 

¶ All schools in the Town of Caledon and all 

school runs that begin in the Town of Caledon 

¶ Individual schools will be notified if this 

cancellation affects their school. 

 

3. “THE DUFFERIN-PEEL CATHOLIC DISTRICT 

SCHOOL BOARD AND THE PEEL DISTRICT 

SCHOOL BOARD BUSES ARE CANCELLED.” This 

means that: 

ALL Transportation services provided by the 

Dufferin-Peel Catholic District 

School Board and The Peel 

District School Board, including 

buses, vans and taxis have been 

cancelled for the entire day, 

including Mississauga and 

Brampton. 

 

4.   “THE SCHOOLS AND 

OFFICES OF BOTH THE DUFFERIN-PEEL 

CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD AND 

THE PEEL DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD ARE 

CLOSED.” This means that:  

ALL Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board and 

Peel District School Board schools and offices are 

closed to all students and staff. 
 

N.B.  For Secondary School students riding Public 

Transit cancellation of service will be communicated by 

the respective transit property over the radio.  Please be 

advised that Public transit rarely cancels and that the level 

of service on days with inclement weather is 

unpredictable. 

                 FROM THE OFFICE    
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Volunteering  
If you are interested in volunteering in the New 
Year, please contact Ms. Policelli. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dry Feet, Dry Clothing & Staying in for Recess 
 Colder weather is upon us!  Please ensure that your child 

comes to school 

prepared to 

participate in all 

activities, 

including 

outdoor recess.  

All children 

should have hats, scarves, gloves, warm coats and boots.  

As the rainy season gives way to slush and snow, all 

students are reminded to bring an extra pair of shoes to 

wear indoors during the winter months.  Fire regulations 

dictate that all students must have footwear on at all 

times.    

In anticipation of a cold and snowy winter, we would also 

like to advise parents of children in the primary grades 

to send an extra set of clothes (track pants, sweatshirts, 

socks, underwear) to school in January.  These clothes 

will be kept at the school to be used when the child is 

wet from playing in the snow.  
 

In the colder weather we often receive requests to allow 

children to remain indoors when they have a cold, flu, etc.  

Please note that we cannot 

comply with these requests, 

as we have neither the 

facilities nor the staff to 

supervise these students.  If 

you feel your child is not well 

enough to go outside, it 

would be best to keep your 

child at home.  REMEMBER:  Health officials indicate 

that fresh air is beneficial, as long as students are 

dressed appropriately.   We obtain our weather 

information from the Environment Canada Weather 

Information Line and follow School Board guidelines.  

With the exception of these occasions, all children will go 

out for recess and the lunch break. 

 

 

What is Seasonal Influenza 
Influenza (the flu) is a contagious respiratory illness 

caused by Influenza Viruses. It can cause mild to severe 

illness, and at times can lead to death. Some people, such 

as older people, young children, and people with certain 

health conditions are at high risk for serious flu 

complications. The best way to prevent the flu is by 

getting vaccinated each year. The flu is spread easily 

through coughing, sneezing or through touching 

contaminated surfaces or objects like unwashed hands, 

toys and eating utensils. 

 

 

Golden Boot Award 
The Golden Boot Award is 

given out weekly to the class 

with the neatest row of shoes 

or boots in the hallway 

during the day.  Our 

hardworking custodian, Mr. 

Parkinson, takes note of the 

shoes and boots lined up 

outside the doors daily and picks a winning class each 

ÞÌÌÒɯÛÖɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌɯÛÏÌɯɁ&ÖÓËÌÕɯ!ÖÖÛɂɯÈÕËɯÈɯ×ÙÐáÌȭɯ(ÕɯÛÏÐÚɯ

way students practice being good community members 

and contribute to keeping their environment clean.  The 

students learn first-hand how to be cooperating members 

of their community and to bear a responsibility for their 

environment. 

 

Youth Faith Ambassador  
Youth Faith Ambassadors are once again involved in 

community outreach programs.  On December 10th they 

will assist in the delivery of frozen meals to the Good 

Shepherd Mission by loading frozen food meals onto the 

delivery truck at St. Francis of Assisi Church.  

Then, on December 14th, they will be singing carols and 

visiting with the seniors at the Wendleigh Nursing home.   

Cookies continue to be sold on the first and third Thurs. of 

the month for $1.  Donations go toward ShareLife and 

United Way.   Thank you for your support. (NOTE:  There 

are gluten-free cookies available.) .   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

All Star Reading Program 

The All Star Reading Program began this month for 

students in grades 1 and 2.   

Thank you to the many volunteers who are assisting 

our students become better 

readers through the All Star 

Reading program.    
 

Thanks in advance for your 

generosity. 
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TEAM SPORTS  
The Junior Boys Volleyball season has begun!   

They recently competed in the Invitational  

Catholic Cup Tournament and were successful 

 in winning the championship.  They are undefeated this 

season and will participate in the Family of Schools 

tournament on Thursday December 1st.  Thank you to their 

coaches Mr. DaSilva and Mrs. Wittemund. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lunch Lady 
Cold and Flu season is upon us.  

Students that ordered Lunch Lady 

may be absent from school. 

 

We offer parents a same day 

cancellation option.  Parents can contact the Lunch Lady 

kitchen up to 8 ȯƔƔɯÈȭÔȭɯÚÈÔÌɯËÈàɯÛÖɯÊÈÕÊÌÓɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÊÏÐÓËɀÚɯ

lunch and receive a credit to their account for the missed 

lunch.  Phone # 416-878-3479 

SFA Spirit helps Eden Food Bank (Toonie 

Tuesday) 
On Tuesday November 15th, Student Council held a 

fundraiser for Eden Food Bank.  Students collected 

$313.07 to support local families in need.  Eden 

Community Food Bank provides food relief and advocacy 

support for up to 500 families at their 2 locations every 

month.  

Thank you to all who contributed.  Way to Go SFA!!! 
 

 

 

 
SPORTS/  

INTRAMURAL S 
 

Junior Volleyball 
The house league volleyball for grades 4, 5 and 6 has come 

to an end.  The students had fun and participated in each 

game enthusiastically and with good sportsmanship. 

Thank you to the team coaches and students who helped 

out at each game. 

 

Primary Floor hockey 
Grades 1 and 2 floor hockey has 

been up and running for the past 

few weeks on Mondays and Wednesdays.   Over 80 

students are involved and enjoying this activity, that will 

continue until Christmas holidays. 

In January grades 2 and 3 students will begin their floor 

hockey season. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 The Junior Girls Volleyball Team has also begun their 

season!   Congratulations to the Junior Girls 

team for competing and finishing first in the 

pre- seasons Catholic Cup Tournament.  Our 

team looks very promising and we hope our 

season goes well.  The coaches would like to thank the 

parents for coming out and cheering us on. 

Coaches:  Mr. Palmateer,  Mrs. Stathakos 

 

Varsity Ice Hockey 
Ice hockey for the varsity team will begin in December for 

the grades 7 and 8 students and teachers with two 

scrimmages at Erin Mills Arena. 

ü Tuesday, December13th @ 7:00 a.m. 

ü Tuesday, December 20th @ 7:00 a.m. 

More information will be sent out in December to 

interested intermediate students. 

 

 

 

Intermediate Boys & Girls Volleyball 

The Intermediate Boys’ Volleyball team had a good 

season this year.  In the regular season, the boys were 

undefeated, placing 1st in their pool and winning the Gold 

Medal and banner at the Family tournament.  They 

advanced to the Board tournament 

where they were undefeated in the 

round robin and came home with the 

silver medal for a 2nd place finish.  

Congratulations on a very successful 

season!  Thank you to their coaches Ms. 

Marchesan and Mrs. Jaseliunas.  

 The Intermediate Girls Volleyball team brought home 

the Gold medal at the Family tournament and advanced 

to the Board tournament where they finished 3rd overall 

out of 22 schools.  Thank you to their coaches Mr. 

Naughton and Ms. Ohinski. 

  

 

 6ÌɯÈÙÌɯÝÌÙàɯ×ÙÖÜËɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÛÌÈÔÚɀɯÈÊÊÖÔ×ÓÐÚÏÔÌÕÛÚȵ 
 

 

 

           STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT Chronicles 

of Narnia:  The Voyage of the Dawn Treader 
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More SFA Clubs  
Liturgical Choir  
The Liturgical Choir has been practicing faithfully every 

3ÜÌÚËÈàɯÈÛɯÓÜÕÊÏɯÙÌÊÌÚÚȭɯɯ6ÌɀÙÌɯÊÜÙÙÌÕÛÓàɯ×ÙÌ×ÈÙÐÕÎɯ

music for the Advent Mass on December 6th, and choir 

members will be joining the Primary and Festival choirs 

singing the  national anthem at the Hershey centre on 

Sunday, December 11.  We are always looking for new 

members, and no auditions are required!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DANCE LESSONS FOR CLASSES 
The 2011-2012 Dance Program for all students began 

this month and will continue until just before 

Christmas holidays.   Students have been enjoying 

learning Hip Hop moves from Bodynamics 

instructor, Mariano.  Students will participate in six 

instructional sessions.   
 

HEALTHY EATING ACTIVE LIVING 

(H.E.A.L.) 
The Healthy Eating Active Living (H.E.A.L.) Student 

Committee has been meeting along with Mrs. 

Camilleri and Mrs. Agathos for the past 2 months to 

explore healthy eating options.  The committee 

shared healthy eating tips with the student body 

over announcements during the month of 

November.  From December 6th to January 31st they 

ÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÐÕÐÛÐÈÛÐÕÎɯɁ3ÜÛÛÐÌɯ%ÙÜÐÛÐÌɯ3ÜÌÚËÈàÚɂȭɯ 

Students are asked to bring in a 

real fruit snack.  The H.E.A.L. 

group will be making this a 

friendly divisional competition 

and classroom data will be 

displayed outside the gym. 

Did you know that more than 36% of Grade 6 ɬ 8 

students have sweets daily?    Less than half of the 

same students have vegetables or fruit every day.  

(Region of Peel, Public Health)  The Healthy Eating 

Active Living Committee wants to make SFA a 

healthier school.   

 

ECO TEAM 
Our SFA EcoTeam was 

established this month, 

and we have more than 

20 eager students in grades 4 to 8 who want to make 

a difference around the school!   Eco Team members 

meet each Monday at lunchtime, and have shared a 

number of clever ideas that we hope to be 

implementing as we progress towards official 

EcoSchool certification in the spring of 2012.   

Some of the team members attended an EcoTeam 

networking meeting at St. Joseph Secondary School 

on Wednesday November 30th where they learned 

about various projects that schools in Mississauga 

South have been working on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Festival Choir 

The Festival Choir continues to 

practice on Wednesdays at 

lunch recess.  Our repertoire 

ÐÕÊÓÜËÌÚɯɁ,àɯ%ÈÝÖÜÙÐÛÌɯ

ÛÏÐÕÎÚɂɯȹÍÙÖÔɯ3ÏÌɯ2ÖÜÕËɯÖÍɯ,ÜÚÐÊȺȮɯɁ2ÐàÈÏÈÔÉÈɂɯȹÈɯ

Zulu marching song), and a spiritual song called 

Ɂ"ÏÈÛÛÌÙɯ6ÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ ÕÎÌÓÚɂȭɯɯ6ÌɀÙÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÑÖÐÕÐÕÎ the 

Primary and Liturgical choirs at the Hershey Centre 

on December 11th. 
 

Knitting Club 
We currently have over 60 members 

from grade one to eight participating 

ÐÕɯ2Ûȭɯ%ÙÈÕÊÐÚɯÖÍɯ ÚÚÐÚÐɀÚɯ*ÕÐÛÛÐÕÎɯ

Club.  The older, experience knitters drop by Miss 

FitzgeÙÈÓËɀÚɯÙÖÖÔɯÌÈÊÏɯÈÍÛÌÙÕÖÖÕɯÙÌÊÌÚÚȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ

younger, more inexperienced knitters have been 

divided into 3 groups and were assigned to one of 

three lunch hours (Wednesday with Ms. Siemons, 

Thursday with Ms. Policelli, and Friday with Ms. 

Marchesan).  6ÌɀÙÌɯÈlways in need of more knitting 

ÕÌÌËÓÌÚɯÈÕËɯàÈÙÕȵɯɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯËÖÕÈÛÌɯÛÖɯÖÜÙɯ

club, please drop them off at the office. 
 

Red Maple Book Club 
The Red Maple book club has begun! Close to 40 

grades 7 and 8 students signed out books this week.  

There are ten nominated fiction titles for 2012, and 

each club member must read at least 5 of the ten 

titles to be eligible to vote for the prestigious Forest 

of Reading award in April.  Students 

will be discussing the books via a wiki 

that has been set up just for them.  

Books may be signed out at morning or 

afternoon recesses from room 211. 

 

 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?q=green+team+logo&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1366&bih=563&tbm=isch&tbnid=YwHcuKUeIeg6TM:&imgrefurl=http://www.monroe.k12.fl.us/GreenTeam/members.htm&docid=RaeeFpNOvVr0pM&imgurl=http://www.monroe.k12.fl.us/GreenTeam/images/Logo.jpg&w=400&h=187&ei=HbPVTo-pDuro0QHCy4jXAQ&zoom=1
http://www.google.ca/imgres?q=fruit+clip+art+for+kids&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1366&bih=563&tbm=isch&tbnid=d2vKL_67yJyKYM:&imgrefurl=http://chinesenewyearfoods.blogspot.com/2011_08_01_archive.html&docid=OExQ8aZ4Ih3t2M&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-qh6TRJ9E75E/TkqH-VMep8I/AAAAAAAABEg/UOYUmIlTXyM/s1600/Funny+Food+Art+Picture-Funny+Food+Clip+Art,Funny_fruit.png&w=400&h=423&ei=C_DWTpbeCMjm0QGTg7D7DQ&zoom=1


 

 

 

Dec. 6: Family Advent Mass at 7 p.m. at St. Francis of 

Assisi Church; Carols & Social at School afterwards 

Dec. 7:  &ÙÈËÌɯƜɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɀɯÝÐÚÐÛɯÛÖɯɯ(ÖÕÈɯ2ȭ2ȭɯȹƝɯɬ 2 p.m.) 

Dec. 7:  Advent Reconciliation Service @ 7 p.m. at St. 

Francis of Assisi Church 

Dec. 11:  St. Michaels School Spirit Game at the 

Hershey Centre at 2 p.m. 

Dec. 12 & 14:  Cst. Moore visiting classes 

Dec. 14:  School Council Meeting @ 6:45 p.m. 

Dec. 21:  Cram-a-Cruiser with non-perishable foods 

Dec. 21:  Santa visiting students in grades JK ɬ 4; 

Pictures will be taken with Santa 

Dec. 22:  Student Movie Day (buses leave -  9:15 a.m.) 

December 23:  Virtues Assembly and Christmas 

Carols -  8:45 ɬ 10:10 in the gym 

Dec. 23 – Jan. 6:  Christmas Holidays 

January 9:  Welcome back ɬ Classes resume. 

January 17th:  2012 JK/SK and Full Day Kindergarten 

Entry Planning Meeting for Students with Special 

Needs (Please see attached.) 

January 18:  Extended French Information Night at St. 

Christopher School at 7 p.m. 

February 6:  Kindergarten Registration 7 ɬ 9 p.m. 

February 7:  Snow date for Kindergarten Registration 

Feb. 8 – 10:  Kindergarten Registration 9 -11 a.m.;  

1 ɬ 3 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Police Safety Presentations 
Our community education officer will be visiting our 

school on December 12th and 14th.  Const. Moore will be 

teaching students about various topics. 

FDK - Community Helpers; Grades 1 & 2 -  Street 

Proofing ; Grades 3 ɬ 6  Bullying ;  Grade 7Cyber bullying; 

Grade 8 - Youth Gangs . 

 

Cram-a-Cruiser 
Help us CRAM-A-CRUISER with non-

perishable foods and products for local food 

banks by 12:45 on Wed. Dec. 21st .  Please 

bring in your non-perishable donations on or    

before  Wednesday, December 21st   

 

Together with the Peel Regional Police and St. Francis of 

 ÚÚÐÚÐɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓɯ"ÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàȮɯÞÌɯÊÈÕɯÏÌÓ×ɯÔÈÒÌɯÚÖÔÌÖÕÌɀÚɯ

Christmas fuller. 

 

Council Corner 
Next Council Meeting 
Our next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 

14th 6:45p.m. in the school 

library. All parents are welcome 

and encouraged to attend. There 

will be free babysitting for the 

duration of the meeting for anyone who needs it provided 

by responsible grade 8 students. 
 

 ÕàɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚɯÖÙɯÊÖÕÊÌÙÕÚɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯÉÙÖÜÎÏÛɯÛÖɯ"ÖÜÕÊÐÓɀÚɯ

attention by dropping a note into our mailbox in the 

ÚÊÏÖÖÓɀÚɯÖÍÍÐÊÌȭ 

 

Tentative Agenda - 6:45pm, School Library  

¶ Advent Liturgy 

¶ Welcome Council & Updates 

¶ Approval of minutes for November 2010 meeting  

¶ 3ÙÌÈÚÜÙÌÙɀÚɯ1Ì×ÖÙÛɯ 

¶ Fundraising 

¶ School Updates 

¶ Parish Report -  Fr. Joseph Grima 

¶ Trustee ɬ Sharon Hobin 

¶ 7:45 Social ɬ Wine & Cheese 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                COMMUNITY NEWS 
           DATES TO REMEMBER Chronicles of 

Narnia:  The Voyage of the Dawn Treader 

 

FRENCH IMMERSION INFORMATION 

MEETING 
Senior Kindergarten parents/guardians, who wish to 

enroll their child in a Grade 1 French Immersion class for 

September, 2011 are invited to attend an information 

meeting at:  St. Margaret of Scotland on Wednesday 

January 11th, 2012 at 7 p.m.  The deadline for the 

submission of applications will be at 2 p.m. on Wed. Feb. 

8th 2012. 

EXTENDED FRENCH MEETING 
St. Christopher School will be hosting an information 

session for parents and students in grade 4 who are 

interested in registering for the Extended French 

Program.  Information packages and application 

forms will be distributed at the session scheduled for 

January 18th, 2012 at 7 p.m. in the St. Christopher 

School gym.  If you have any questions about the 

program, please call St. Christopher School at 905-822-

0721. 

 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.durhamradionews.com/wp-content/uploads/LOGO-PEEL-POLICE15-100x100.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.durhamradionews.com/archives/17639&usg=__TF_dymAmLZ-ICOxNiFDZVItkFcQ=&h=100&w=100&sz=7&hl=en&start=16&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=V8cbrincVa0xGM:&tbnh=82&tbnw=82&prev=/images?q=cram+a+cruiser&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1


 

 

 

 

Dear friends of St. Francis of Assisi school, 

  

I pray this newsletter finds you embarked on a blessed Advent Season and that you are looking forward to the 
Christmas days. I look forward to seeing you all during the many Masses that we can share together and this 
year, everything is new, with a new Roman Missal, new prayers at our liturgies ς all very exciting. It really is 
the way we capture the true spirit of Christmas. When we find ourselves caught up in decorations and 
advertisements, God invites us to take a moment to recognize the Light and the Word which is at the heart of 
our lives. 

 

Above all, may this Christmas season revive in us a sense of solidarity, sharing and simplicity. May it also help 
us rediscover what is most essential in life: to love God, and to love our neighbour, yes even as we love 
ourselves. 

 

May God bless and protect each and every one of you and a truly Merry Christmas to you and all those you 
love. 

 

Fr. Joseph Grima 

Pastor  

CHRISTMAS &  

NEW YEAR MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Christmas Eve ï Saturday, December 24th, 2011 

Masses at 6:00 p.m., 8:30 p.m., 10:00 p.m. and 12 a.m. (midnight) 

  

Christmas Day ï Sunday,  December 25th, 2011  

Masses at 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 

  
New Yearôs Eve ï Vigil of Mary the Mother of God   
Saturday, December 31st, 2011  -   Mass at 5:00 p.m. 

  
Feast of Mary, Mother of God   (Holy Day of Obligation) 

Sunday, January 1
st
 2012 ï  

Masses at 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00a.m. and 12:30 p.m.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

ADVENT RECONCILIATION  

SERVICE 

(with 8 priests in attendance) 

on Wednesday, December 7th at 7:00 p.m. 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?q=nativity+clip+art&hl=en&biw=1366&bih=563&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=P4HWp3RRerbmwM:&imgrefurl=http://www.dreamstime.com/royalty-free-stock-images-nativity-silhouette-image931989&docid=OpvEucwexw30MM&imgurl=http://www.dreamstime.com/nativity-silhouette-thumb931989.jpg&w=400&h=251&ei=WrDVTra3Fonz0gGxsdSPAg&zoom=1


 
From Your Catholic School Trustee, Wards 2 & 8 

Sharon Hobin 

 

 

 

Well the school year is moving quickly as it always does (especially as we get older)! I am pleased to report that 

to date this has been a wonderful start up with many exciting events happening in our schools. Thanks to 

everyone who organized the many tributes to our veterans on November 11
th
. Both my parents were veterans of 

World War II. It is very important that our children know and understand the terrific sacrifice made in the past 

and continues to be made by our armed forces.  As the Christmas season approaches it also means it is time for 

the school board to hold its elections for chair and vice chair as well as committees chairpersons. The 

organization board meeting will be on December 6
th
. Information as to who has been elected will be on our 

board web site at www.dpcdsb.org. 

We welcome the opening of another Catholic school in Brampton. Our Lady of Lourdes opened its doors in 

September. It will serve a large population in the Brampton area and is predicted to grow in numbers every 

year.  I am pleased to report and hope that if you have a son or daughter in grade eight you will attend the 

Information Night at Iona in December 7
th
. The students will be visiting during the day.  In the evening you will 

be offered tours, displays and program information. I encourage you to attend. I am very proud to tell you that 

Iona is leading the province in EQAO scores and of course continues to be a leader in athletics and the arts. 

Many of our Mississauga South elementary schools are bringing home championships in various athleticsétoo 

many to mention. Congratulations to all of the teams and to their volunteer coaches. 

 Congratulations to MPP Laurel Broten who has been appointed Minister of Education. We look forward to a 

positive partnership and wish her all the best in her endeavours. Congratulations to MPP Bob Delaney who has 

been appointed Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Education.  

We will be inviting our local MPPs to meet with the board of Trustees and senior staff in the New Year to 

discuss goals, concerns and issues. I hope that our local MPP will be able to attend. 

 

I encourage you will make an effort to attend your Catholic school council meetings. This is an opportunity for 

you to hear the latest news about your childrenôs school and to ask pertinent questions. Thank you so much to 

our school council members and volunteers for your time and talent. 

 

As I visit my schools I am acutely aware of our outward signs of our Catholicity. It is crucial that we continue 

to make our elected representatives aware that we expect that they will stand for Catholic education in this 

province.  I wish each and every one of you a blessed Christmas and all the very best for the New Year. May 

the good Lord always hold you in the palm of His hand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dpcdsb.org/


 

 

From the Staff of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School 
 

May your Christmas be of great joy 

And may the miracle of Christmas continue to shine within your heart all year. 

 

 
 

S. Palmateer 
C. Klein 

M. Franke, D. Malho 
 

 D. Batz 
D. Savoia, K. Vasquez 

M. Faltyn, L. McLoughlin, A. Sousa  
D. Harty, D. Hyland, F. Wittemund  

 
 N. Male 

M. Amoroso, A. Thibault , M. Dhue 
N. Siemons, C. Agathos, P. Jaseliunas, P. Maguire 

 
A. Camilleri  

H. Penman, L. Jones, J. Parkinson 
S. Ferens, B. Rubini, L. Marasco, J. Ohinski 

  M. Naughton, M. Marchesan, J. Worboys, T. Carreiro 
 

T. Discenza , J. Bradford 
P. Basran, L. Policelli, T. Koma, D. Wyrzykowska 

D. Oliveira, M. Dean M. Kapela, M. Ellis, G. Sheehan, L. Gates 
M. DõAnna, A. Jones,  D. DaSilva, K. Fitzgerald, D. Stathakos-Gountzounis  

 

 
 

Have a Blessed Christmas 

and  

the most prosperous of New Years.  

 

 

Christmas Holiday s:  December 23, 2011ɬJanuary 6, 2012 
 

School begins again on 

        January 9, 2012 



 

Blessing of the Nativity Scene 

 

Read from the Gospel of Luke 2:1-8 from the Family Bible. 

 

God of every nation and people, from the very beginning of creation 

you have made known your love: 

When our need for a Saviour was great you sent your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary. 

To our lives he brings joy and peace, justice, mercy, and love. 

 

Lord, bless all who look upon this manger; may it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus, 

and raise up our thoughts to him, who is God-with-us and Saviour of all, 

and who lives and reigns forever and ever.  

 

AMEN. 

 

Blessing of the Christmas Tree  

 

Read from the Letter of Paul to Titus 3:4-7 from the Family Bible. 

 

Lord our God, 

We praise you for the light of creation:  the sun, the moon, and the stars of the night. 

We praise you for the light of Israel: 

the Law, and the prophets,  and the wisdom of the Scriptures. 

We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son: 

He is Emmanuel, God-with-us, the Prince of Peace, who fills us with the wonder of your 

love. 

Lord God, 

Let your blessing come upon us  as we light this tree. 

May the light and cheer it gives  be a sign of the joy that fills our hearts. 

May all who delight in this tree come to the knowledge and joy of salvation. 

 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. AMEN. [light the tree]  

 
Prayer Before Christmas Dinner 

 

Lord Jesus, 

In the peace of this season our spirits are joyful: 

We thank you for all you have given us. The gift of life, of family, and friends and food that strengthens and 

nourishes us.  

You loved us so much that you sent your Son Jesus to become part of our lives, to forgive us and save us and 

show us your care for us.  

By your coming may the hungry be filled with good things, 

and may our table and home be blessed. 

 

Bless us, O Lord, and these Thy gifts, 

which we are about to receive from Thy bounty 

through Christ our Lord, Amen 

 

 

  


