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Materials contained in this document are based on activities from the Education
Quiality and Accountability (EQAOQO) website: WWW.€(a0.COMm

Rationale

Successful completion of the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) is a
secondary school diploma requirement for students who began grade 9 during the 2000
2001 school year and for those who begin it thereafter.

This package haseen developed as a resource for teachers to use in working with
students that are preparing to write the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT)
on October 23 and October 24, 2002.

Schools are to ensure that all students have access to stuganafoae materials
provided by EQAOQ activities have been taken from the EQAO website.

Teachers

This package has been prepared as-aal® resource to support you in preparing

students to write the OSSLT in October. EQAOQ results indicate that aenaihstudents

were not successful last year because they did not properly address the test (i.e. read the
guestions, follow instructions, etc.)

These lessons therefore focus on the effective writing of the test and are not intended to
upgrade literacy sks.

Each lesson is one hour in length. Master copies have been included in the lessons that
you will need to photocopy for your students. Answers sheets have been provided for
each of the quizzes with the exaovegdbrieon of

This is Version 2 of Preparing for the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test and at the
conclusion of your session you will be asked to complete an evaluation form to provide
instructor feedback and comment on the effectiveness of tioigroes
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Activity 1: Introduction to Preparing for the OSSLT
Time: 60 minutes

Planning Notes

While students will have a limited amount of timedomplete the EQAO Reading & Writing

Test, it is important that students follow instructions carefully. The Ontario Secondary School
Literacy Test Resource Guide, 260 01 st at es, AMany students | o
either because they did tnmmplete some of the tasks or because the work they provided was not
consistent with the form or topic of the give

Teaching/Learning Strategies

1. The teacher will direct students to read the instructions oRrgaring for the OSSL3heet
and omplete as much of it as possible in three minutes.

2. Upon completion, the teacher will discuss observations made during the activity. (Most
likely some students disregarded the instructions and immediately began the work.)

3. The teacher will advise studentsat the literacy pilot tests revealed errors could have been
avoided had students followed instructions. E.g. If asked to write a news report and a student
writes an editorial, has the task been completed? Can it be marked? (No, in both cases).

4. Theteacher will advise students to recognize they need to be as careful as possible within a
given, limited time. Sometimes those extra few minutes at the beginning, taken to understand
the task, save time in the long run.

5. The teacher will compare the réagl & writing test to preparing for a trip out of town. Just
as a student would find out about the location to be visited and prepare what to take, so
should a student investigate and prepare for the reading & writing test.

6. Part of that preparation inclad having students reflect on their abilities as readers and
writers. Students will write their strong points that reveal what makes them a good reader
and a good writer.

7. The teacher will share the reading & writing testiget
e Three types of reading seltions:  Literary (story, description, tables)

Information (explanation, instructions)
Graphic (schedules, graphs, tables)

e Four different written pieces: News Report
Information Paragraph
Summary
Series of Paragraphs Expressing an Opinion
8. Thet eacher wil | Tps®rtStudebtss ReadifgQA O0b s

9. The teacher will probe students with questions about their reading strategies. Do they read a
novel the same way they read a science textbook? Why not? What happens when they run
acrossawod t hey donét know?

10. The teacher will direct students to the general reading strategies listed in the Tip sheet and
discuss them.

Assessment & Evaluation of Student Achievement

e Selfevaluation

e Anecdotal comments made a fyttoddlowdnbtrsictiansy at i ons ¢

e I nfor mal teacher assessment of studentsd und
guestions during class discussion
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Preparing for the OSSLT

This is a timed activity.
You will have three minutes to complete as much of it as you can.

Read this whole paper first, and then follow the instructions given.
Your teacher will be watching and making notes.

Write your name on the upper right corner.
Put the date in the upper left corner.
Write your age:

Write the name of the school principal:

Draw a triangle around the fAiX0 you have

N o s~ DR

Write the name of your favourite colour:

8. Circle the word colour in the senterce above.

9. Name a professional sports team:

On the reverse side of this paper put an

10. Write the year of your birth in the triangle on the reverse side of this paper.
11.Record the size of the shoe you are wearing today:

12.Add 237 to 163 and write your answer here:

13.1f your answer to question 12 is an even number, mark an X on the number 13 that
appears at the beginning of this question.

14.Fold this paper in half LENGTHWISE.
15.Record the number of day in October here:

16. Sit down and stand up 3 times as quickly as you can. Note the number of seconds it
takes by looking at the clock. Record the approximate number of seconds here:

17.Write the name of your favourite food:

18. Count the number of students in your class and record here:

19.Record whether a male or female student is sitting directly in font of you. Record a
zero if no one is directly in front of you.

20.Do only questions #1 and #2. Turn your paper over and sit quietly at your desk.

dr




Tips for Students: Reading

The Reading Questions The reading questions on the test fall into
Questions about the reading selettiare two categoriesmultiple choiceand
intended to allow you to demonstrate your written answers.

understanding of what you have read. It is
important to try to answer all of the

questions. You will not be penalized for multiple choice

trying. Questions not answered are A Read t heougaptosst i on anjd 1

considered incorrecAll answers must relate carefully. Underline or highlight key words.

to the information and ideas in the A I f you canét find thje

selections. start by eliminating the wrong or least correct

answers.
A Since more than one |op:

A Many questions ask a beocortect thoase tise oret islthe most

information that are clearly and directly correct.

stated in the selection. A I f you choose more tjlha
A Ot her gquestions ask yuestiontwi bermarked incorreét.er enc es

(draw conclusions or make judgements)
about information and ideas in the selection.

A Some questions ask writitanartswwersma k e
connections between your personal A Read each question cjlar
knowledge and experiences and the ideas highlight key words.
and information in the selection. A It is not necessary |to
A Bestiores agk how graphic features, guestions in sentence form. Many questions
meaning of words and phrases, sentence can be answered in a single word or phrase.
construction, or organization of information Since these questions are part of the reading
help you to understand what you have read. test, the answers will not be marked for skill
A When you are asked t :mwptingpvi de the fbest
meani ngo of aaswousdedori Bohr aTstee ispace provided i|nd
the reading selection, refer back to the approximate length of the answer expected.
selection to determine the way the word is Always be sure to write enough information
used in that specific sentence. to demonstrate your understanding of the
A Some guestions refer regdingselecion.a paragraph in
the reading selection to help you locate A Someti mes you are as|ke
information; havever, all of the information reason for your answer. Be sure your reasons
you need to answer the question may not be are based on the reading selection.
in that paragraph. A When a question requfir.

reason or explain your answer, consider
including the word fibecau

www.egao.com




Glossary
Terms Used in Questions

Identify:
You need to identify a cause, ults or fact; a
single word or phrase will usually be enough.

Copy:
You need to copy a word, phrase, or statement
from the selection.

Explain:

You need to give a reason or explanation as
part of your answer; consider using the word
fi becaus e Ggwer Mhisynstruction & n

also implied in direct
know?0 or NnGive a reas
answer/ choice. 0

Describe You need to describe in words some
person, place, thing or idea in the selection.

Graphic or visual features:

Graphic owisual features include charts,
illustrations, and layout features such as boxes,
bolding, and underlining.

Reading Strategies
The following are some reading strategies
students might use during the test.

General:

A Ski m t honandghbn rgedde s
for meaning.

A Look for links bet

and any experiences you have had in your
own life.

As you read, think
reading, ask yourself questions about what
you are readig.

Try to see what vyo
some readers say it is like running a video or
movie in their heads.

Underline
and ideas as you read.

I f you are havi
idea, either read on until the meaning
becomes clearer or stop aneread.

I f you read a word
look for a root word that you might know
inside the larger word; look for prefixes and
suffixes.

or highl

ng
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A

lafd yaouworred you donobt
read to the end of the sentence and look for
clues to its meaning or-read the sentences
before and after the sentence to see if you
can find meaning from the context.

A I f a veryuctoofused,rsent e
read that sentence and try to put it in your
own words.

A Reading the question
predict what the selection is going to be
about.

For selections with graphic features:

A Look at afts andgeaphstopi ct
predict what the selection is going to be
about.
i Ans Thichk asabdiHowt de powup
oA foktoglbuat the graphic

make the selection more interesting or the
information clearer.
For informational selections:

A Read the title (if t
opening sentence to predict what the
selection is going to be about.
As you read, ask you
might read the selection in.
Notice t heeleotiorgani z at |

> |s it in chronological order (first one thing
happened, then the next)?
> Does the writer start with an observation
and then tell you how he or she came to
that conclusion?
e | e Ddes the title or the topic sentence give
youthe main point?
w e e Is thevrhain poiny sopportedroeprover layd i n g
the rest of the selection?
> Has the writer divided the information into

a b chunks fomfoue?t you ar e

A Ask yourself AWhat i
writer is trying to mak

uA ar el d einfdriafiog is mdmeaagddessr h e a
important.

For literary selections:
i Aht Asmpypotameadnfprendico
A Think about the char
t r plot,mhdenainided & thesselectiod.i ng an

you donot under st and,

ur |

_..,
@

o ©
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Activity 2: Reading A - Literary Selection
Time: 60 minutes

Planning Notes

The teacher should ensure students are following instructions and relating answers back to the originaj

text.

Teaching/Learning Strategies
1.

2.

6.
7.
8
9.

10. The teacher will take up the answers orally and have students explain their rationale.

Assessment & Evaluation of Student Achievement
I nformal teacher as s e sgofitgestandavbrding of veddeng duestionsu n d e |

www.egao.com

The teacher will remind students that there will be three types of reading sedectierary,

information and graphic.

The teacher will inform students that the reading section is designed to measure three reading skills

essential to understanding ;

¢ understanding ideas and information stated directly in the reading selection;

¢ undersanding indirectly stated ideas and information (making inferences about what the selection
means);

e making connections between personal knowledge and experiences and the ideas and informatior
in the reading selections (interpreting meaning).

The teacher wildiscuss the different types of questions (factual, inferences, interpretation) to expect

based on the reading passages. Students will provide examples to demonstrate they understand tlje

differences.

Students will also differentiate between terms usaberguestions: identify, copy, explain, describe.

The teacher will direct students to highlight key terms in the questions to ensure they are following
instructions.

Students wi l | Tips éf SHudents: oRedflifigeActvity 1) and read thaultiple

choice andwritten answers sections. The teacher should emphasize that reading question$ do
need to be answered in proper sentence format. However, the responses must be clear. Therefor
while locating explicit information in the texan be answered in a few words, explaining inferences

or drawing conclusions from the text may be more precisely stated in proper sentence format.

The class may discuss the merits of reading the questions before reading the section.

The teacher will reviedt QA O6 s ReadipgA: Litarary Textwith the class.

The teacher should apprise students the literary selection on the reading & writing test could be an
excerpt from a novel, a poem, a script for a play, etc.

3%

Students will read a literary selectioi,T e n t Tensiono and answer t he

independently.

Roving conference by the teacher to assist any students

st



Reading A: Literary Text

When reading this type of text, you might consider using the following strategies:

e Read through the questions which appear at the end ofatiegefirst. Reading the
guestions helps in predicting what the selection is about and also assists in providing a
mental framework for you to focus your reading.

Read the complete selection

Read one question at a time.

Find the information in the text thhelps you answer the question.

Record your answer to the question.

Go to the next question.

Note: Answer the questions based on your reading of the selection, not just your general
knowledge of the topic.

AiTent Tensiond writte@20y Al ana Wil cox copyrijfht

www.egao.com




Tent Tension

After their mother had repeated for the twentieth time that she’d like the boys to
have “a taste of nature,” Carter and Rodney decided that maybe they could feign
enthusiasm for a camping trip after all.

However, by the time they got three hours away from the city, set up the tents
and turned off their CD player, they had decided nature wasn’t so bad. Accustomed
to their noisy Hamilton neighbourhood, they were in awe of the overwhelming
night-time silence.

Until they heard a loud rustling sound outside their tent, that is.

“Ugh, huh?” Carter snorted as he jolted awake. He turned to shake his older
brother, but Rodney was already up.

“What’s that?” whispered Carter. He raised his voice a little. “Mom?”
The only answer was an even louder crunching that sounded like footsteps.
“There's somebody out there!” gulped Carter, panic edging into his voice.

“That’s not somebody, that’s something,” Rodney whispered authoritatively.
“That’s not human. It must be a bear.”

www.egao.com
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They could just make out each other’s wide-open eyes.
“Should we, uh, get Mom?" Carter asked.

“But her tent is over on the other side of the bear,” said Rodney. “Besides, I"ve
been taking the train all the way to Toronto by myself for five years. I can handle
this.” He felt around the tent for his flashlight. “Remember that nature documentary
on TV? We'll make a lot of noise and scare him away.”

Carter nodded reluctantly.

They quietly eased the tent zipper open, then turned on the flashlight, jumped
out of the tent and started whooping.

Looking up at where the bear’s face should be, they saw only darkness. They
looked down. There, in front of them, was a mother raccoon and her three babies,
eyes blinking in the sudden brightness. Behind them were the remains of the
family’s food — sandwich crusts, apple cores and an empty potato-chip bag.

The brothers looked at one another sheepishly as the fearsome predators
sauntered away with the rest of tomorrow’s lunch. “Uh,” Rodney mumbled,
“maybe we don’t need to tell Mom about this...”

www.egao.com
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7.

8.

multiple choice

1. The best meaning of the word “feign” as used in paragraph 1 is

A find.

B buld.

C  pretend.

D encourage.

2. Carter and Rodney are best described as
F  wvery brave.
G always hungry.
H problem solvers.
] open to new experiences.

3. The dash in paragraph 14 is used to introduce

A anew idea.

B a definition.

C  direct speech.
D an explanation.

written answers

4. In the statement “That’s not somebody, that’s something,” why is “thing” in italics?

(paragraph 8)

5. “Besides, I've been taking the train all the way to Toronto by myself for five years.”
(paragraph 11) Why does Rodney make this statement?

6. What 1s one thing that Carter and Rodney do to scare away the bear they think 1s outside

their tent?

Carter and Rodney’s mother wants her sons to have “a taste of nature.” (paragraph 1)
Explain why she might feel that way.

Using information in the story, explain why Rodney would not want to tell his mother

about the encounter with the raccoons. (paragraph 15)

www.egao.com




Activity 3: Reading B - Informational Selection

Time: 60minutes

Planning Notes
The teacher should ensure students recognize that a different approach is taken to reading informationa
text as opposed to literary selections.

Teaching/Learning Strategies

1. The teacher will ask students which subject textboodg timd easier to read. Why? (More pictures?
Layout? Key terms in bold or italics?)

The teacher will emphasize the importance of using the visual clues.

Textbooks are read differently than novels. Why? The teacher should question students about]
strakgies they employ when reading information in their textbooks. (Skimming, previewing the
guestions, monitoring their understanding, anteaaling sections should be discussed.)

The teacher will encourage students to preview the questions for an inforahagiading selection in
order to be aware of where to find responses as they are reading.

Students will also be encouraged to highlight/mark the reading passage as they read to assist ther
afterwards.

EQAOO6 s ReadipegB: Informational Texwill be discussed.

The teacher will apprise students the information selection on the reading & writing test could include
a science, geography or general interest topic.

Students will read an information selecti@ghi n s t e i and answBrritha acoompanyingegtions
independently.

The teacher will have students share their answers orally and explain their rationale.

2.
3.

9.

Assessment & Evaluation of Student Achievement

e | nfor mal teacher assessment of studentsdé undef
¢ Roving cotfierence by the teacher to assist any students
e | nfor mal teacher assessment of studentso6 abil

=
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Reading B: Informational Text

When reading this type of text, you might consider using the following strategies:

Read through the quest®mwhich appear at the end of the reading first. Reading the
guestions helps in predicting what the selection is about and also assists in providing a
mental framework for you to focus your reading.

¢ Read the complete selection

e Look at the graphic(s) to gatiditional information.

e Read one question at a time.

e Find the information in the text that helps you answer the question.

e Record your answer to the question.

e Go to the next answer.

Note: Answer the questions based on your reading of the selection, nottjiysur general
knowledge of the topic.




Einstein’s Brain:
Built for Brilliance

Albert Einstein’s brain was very
different from yours and mine. What
was inside his shaggy head managed
to revolutionize our concepts of
time, space and motion. There had
to be something remarkable about
Einstein’s bramn, but the doctor who
examined the brain after Einstein’s
death reported that it was, to all
appearances, normal — no bigger or
heavier than anyone else’s.

However, Canadian scientists
analyzed Einstein’s brain in 1999
and revealed that it had some
distinctive physical characteristics
after all, A portion of the brain that
governs mathematical ability and spatial reasoning was significantly larger than
average. Its cells may have been more closely connected, which could have
allowed them to work together more effectively.

The curious tale of how the brain got to McMaster University, in Hamilton,
Ontario, 1s also fascimating. [n 1955, when Einstein died at the age of 70, Dr.
Thomas Harvey removed the brain during the autopsy at Princeton Hospital in
New Jersey. He kept it preserved in formaldehyde. This unauthorized appropriation
of Einstein’s brain appalled and outraged many scientists. However, the family
agreed that Dr. Harvey could keep it for scientific study. Over the next four
decades, Dr. Harvey seemed to do little further investigation of the brain. For a
while, according to several reports, he stored it behind a cooler in his office.

Finally, in 1996, Dr. Harvey gave his data and a significant fraction of the brain
itselt to Dir. Sandra Witelson, a neuroscientist at McMaster who maintains a “brain
bank™ for comparative studices of brain structure and function, Dr. Witelson and her
team comparcd Linstein’s brain tissues with those from males close to his age,
whose intelligence had been carefully assessed before death.

www.eqao.com




They found that a region which controls spatial awareness, mathematical thought
and 1imagery of movement (called the inferior parietal lobe) was about 15% wider
than normal. We know that Einstein’s insights tended to come from visual images
which he translated into mathematical language. For example, one of his famous
theories came from Einstein imagining himself riding through space on a beam of
light, Another feature of his brain was that separations between sections were
smaller than normal. Einstein’s brain cells were packed more closely together,
permitting more wnterconnections. According to scientific theory, this can result in
increased cross-referencing of information and ideas, leading to great leaps of
insight.

While this theory fits current neurological thinking, that doesn’t necessarily
make it true. We know Einstein was a genius, and we now know his brain was
physically different from average. But this doesn’t prove a cause-and-effect
relationship. We need to examine the brains of other mathematical geniuses to see
whether similar characteristics are present, Even if they are, it’s possible that the
bulked-up brains result from strenuous mental exercise, rather than in-born features
that make genius possible. Although Canadian scientists have made a fasciating
discovery, we still don’t know whether Einstein was born with an extraordinary
mind or whether he developed it, one brilliant idea at a time.

Why Einstein Was Einstein And You’re Not

NORMAL BRAIN contains regions called EINSTEIN'S BRAIN was no bigger than
the parietal operculum and the inferior most, but the parietal operculum region
pariatal lobe; the |atter is the seat of was missing. This allowed the inferior
mathematical and visual reasoning. parietal lobe to grow 15% wider than
normal,

Parietal operculum Inferior

parietal

lobe

www.eqao.com




Einsteinbds Brain: Built for B
Multiple Choice (as it appeared on October 2000 trial administration)

1. What is the best meaning for the wor
a. Age
b. Part
c. Whole
d. Appearance

2. Paragraph 3 adds to paragraph 2 by
a. Stating an example
b. Showing cause and effect
c. Providing background information
d. Rewording the ideas in paragraph 2

3. What did Dr. Harvey use to preserve
4. What i s one wunusual physical feature
5. Explainwhyitisimportant o st udy a brain | ike Ein

www.egao.com
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Einstein’s Brain: Built for Brilliance

multiple choice

Question (as it appcared on October 2000 trial administration)

1. What is the best meaning for the word “portion” as used in paragraph 27

A age

B part

C  whole

D appearance

Question (with explanations for best or most correct answer)

Skitl: undersiand ideas and information stated directly in the reading selection

1. What is the best meaning for the word “portion” as used in paragraph 27
A age
_ [‘age”is a measurement of time]
@ part
{“part”is a synonym for "portion’]
C  whole
[a “whole’

i

is made up of its “portions’
D appearance
| ‘appearance” is what a thing looks {ike)




Einstein’s Brain: Built for Brilliance

multiple choice

Question (as it appeared on October 2000 trial administration)

2. Paragraph 3 adds to paragraph 2 by
A stating an example.
B  showing caunse and effect.
C  providing background information.
D rewording the ideas in paragraph 2.

Question (with explanations for best or most correct answer)

Skill: understands indirectly stated ideas and information

2. Paragraph 3 adds to paragraph 2 by

A stating an example,
| paragraph 3 does not provide an example of a statement in paragraph 2
B showing cause and effect.
[the information in paragraph 2 is not the cause or effect of unything in paragraph 3]
L_\(_j) providing background information.
[paragraph 3 explains the circumstances that made it possible to analyze Einstein's
brain as described in paragraph 2]
D rewording the ideas in paragraph 2.
[paragraph 3 does not reword the information in paragraph 2]

www.eqao.com




Einstein’s Brain: Built for Brilliance

written answers

Question (as il appeared on October 2000 trial administration)

3. What did Dr. Harvey use to preserve Einstein’s brain? (paragraph 3)

Condensed Answer Key

Skill: understand ideas and information stated directly in the reading selection

Correct

Answer is directly stated in the text.

a) formaldehyde |only correct answer|

Incorrect

Answer does not demonstrale reading comprehension of the text
or demonsirates a misreading of the text or question. As a resuli
the answer may be inaccurate, implausible or insufficient.

a) stored it behind a cooler in his office [storage location was
not a factor in the preservation of Einsteins brain|

13} He removed the brain. [removing Einstein’s brain did not lelp
to preserve i

www.eqao.com




Einstein’s Brain: Built for Brilliance

Question (as it appeared on October 2000 trial administration)

4.  What is one unusual physical feature of Einstein’s brain?

Condensed Answer Key

Skill: understands indirectly stated ideas and information

Correct Answer is a generalization or conclusion from explicit and
implicit information in the text.

a) The inferior parietal lobe portien- the portien which controls
mathematical and visual thinking- was 15 per cent biger that
average. |answer identifies a physical feature of Einsteiny
brain that was unusuul)

b) Einstein’s brain cells were packed more closely together.
lanswer identifies a physical feature of Einstein’s brain that
wes unusual|

Incorrect Answer does not demonstrate reading comprehension of the

text or demonstrates a misreading of the text or question. As a
result the answer may be inaccurate, implausible or
insufficient.

a} One of the physical feature of Einstein brain is that there is a
lot of characterists |«nswer does not narmie an unusual
physical feature

b) his brain was missing the parietal operculum his brain was
no different |the second part of the unswey contradicts the
first parr, making the answer inaccurate|




Einstein’s Brain: Built for Brilliance

Question (as it appeared on October 2000 trial administration)

5. Explam why it is important to study a brain like Einstein’s.

Condensed Answer Key

Skifl: making connections betwesn personal knowledge and experignce and the ideas and
information in the reading selection

Correct

Answer connects ideas and information in the text with personal
knowledge and experience (o provide an explanation.

a) Sothatr we can understand why he was such a genius and to
compare his brain with other geniuses. |answer explains how
information about linstein and other geniuses’ brains will
increase knowledge about how brains function]

b} ifitis possible to make a brain like this we could all have
advanced brains. |unswer connects studying Einstein’s brain
with possible advancements in brain research

Partly Correct

Answer indicates comprehension, but is too general or omits a
needed explanation or does not make the connection back to the
text.

a}) he was a vary intelligent person, we can learn from him.
|answer is too generall

b) To figure out how this happened and see how this happened.
|the use of “this” in the answer results in an unclear
explanation]

Incorrect

Answer does not demonstrate reading comprehension of the text
or demonstrates a misreading of the text or question. As a result
the answer may be inaccurate, implausible or insufficient.

a) Because he had made a lot of stuff in his life. [answer does not
offer a reason for studying a brain like Einstein’]

b) because he's brain is wider than the normal brain that doesn't
make him smarter. {answer does not address question|




Activity 4: Reading C - Graphical Selection
Time: 60 minutes

Planning Notes

Students need to beminded to read charts and diagrams as carefully as regular print. In particular, titles
and captions for diagrams and charts should be noted. Students should also evaluate how the visuals re
enforce the text or provide additional details not in theimaigext. Special note should be made of

symbols and any limitations they may denote.

Teaching/Learning Strategies

1. Students will review thenultiple choice andshort answerssections inTips for Students: Readiras

discussed in activity 2. The teahwill question students. Do answers to reading questions need to

be in proper sentence form? (No, as long as they are clear) What does the space for an answer

indicate? (Length of response) Are inferences based on your opinion? (No, they shteilobick to

the reading selection) Do spelling and grammar count? (No, spelling and grammar do not count for

written answers to reading questions)

Students will read Reading@:i GGaphicalFext EQAOG6s ti ps 1in

The teacher will stress thatléis and captions are as important as what they accompany. As well,

visuals may supplement the text with additional details not found in the original text.

4. The teacher will apprise students the graphical selection on the reading & writing test coule includ
graphs, tables, schedules, etc.

5. Students will read a graphical selection, A Gadd
the accompanying questions independently.

6. The teacher will have students share their answers orally and explain theilgationa

7. Students will reflect on their own reading skills and list at least five tips that would help them improve.

wn

Assessment & Evaluation of Student Achievement

e | nfor mal teacher assessment of studentsd unders
e Observatdns and anecdotal comments made to students during independent activity

e | nfor mal teacher assessment of studentsod6 abilit
e Self-evaluation




Reading C: Graphical Text

When reading this type of text, you might consider using the followinggtest

e Read through the questions which appear at the end of the reading first. Reading the
guestions helps in predicting what the selection is about and also assists in providing a
mental framework for you to focus your reading.

e Get an idea about theformation in the reading selection by scanning the text, the
illustration(s) and the other visual features.

e Read one question at a time.

e Find the information in the text that helps you answer the question.
e Record your answer to the question.

e Go to the nexguestion.

Note: You do NOT need to read the entire text before you begin to answer the questions.




Gadget overload. ..

A COUNTRY WIRED AND ONLINE

i} Percentage of all huuseholds on the Net

——— s Percentage of housetalus with cable
Nate. No Irterret figures were avai azle for Yukon and NWT
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An average 76% of Canadian homes in
1988 have cable service, while 22.6% have
access to the Internst at home. That
translates into opportunity for the country's
cable companies.
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SURFING THE NET

Where Canadians surf the Net ...
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.. and what we do online
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Telephones

...or ready for the future?

Percentage of households that own ...
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Gadget overloadeéeor ready f

Multiple Choice (as it appeared on October 2000 trial administration)

l.AiThat etsr anmstloatopportunity for the
does this sentence mean?

A. 22.6% of Canadian households had access to the Internet.

B. More people will be using the Internet at school in the future.

C. Cable companies can find new business selligrhet service.

D. An average of 76% of Canadian households had cable service in 1998.

2. Between 1997 and 1998, in which location did Internet surfing increase the
most?
A. Home
B. Work
C. School
D. Library

3. Using the bar graphs, identify which piece of electronic egait had the
greatest increase in sales between 1987 and 1997.

4. "Gadget overloadéor ready for the
title do you think is more accurate? Give a reason for your answer.
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