
    
 
 
Course Code: HRE 3M1 
Course Name: ‘World religions: Beliefs, Issues and Religious Traditions’  

         Grade 11 University/College Preparation Religion 
Instructor:    
Period:   
Room Number:  
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Specific Strands of Study and Expectations include: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
EFFORTS WILL BE MADE TO MEET THE INDIVIDUAL LEARNING NEEDS OF STUDENTS IN ORDER TO ENSURE 

THESE EXPECTATIONS ARE BEING MET. 

Religion Department  

Course Overview: 
World Religions introduces students to the various expressions and responses to humanity’s encounter with mystery in 

our quest for life’s meaning. The course explores the life wisdom found in the responses of the major faith traditions to the 
compelling questions concerning the spiritual dimension of human experience, self-understanding, and the role of the individual 
within the family. In the Family Life Education strand, students explore a variety of topics related to the themes of personhood, 
family relationships, and sexuality.  

Its purpose is to familiarize students with the language of religious discourse and to develop their awareness of the place 
and function of religion in human culture. This exploration can lead students to a more authentic adherence to their religious 
tradition and a deeper commitment to the Catholic faith. It can help to break down prejudices and misconceptions about other 
religious traditions and, at the same time, strengthen and affirm the students’ own search for answers to life’s meaning.  

This course enables students to discover what others believe and how they live, and to appreciate their own unique 
heritage. Students will learn about the teachings and traditions of a variety of religions, the connections between religions and the 
development of civilizations, the place and function of religion in human experience, and the influence of a broad range of 
religions on contemporary society. This course also introduces students to skills used in researching and investigating world 
religions. 

We Encounter Mystery – Introduction and Aboriginal Spirituality  
• Introduction to religious belief, mystery and meaning; Tools for Studying World Religions and an Overview of world religions; 

and An Overview of Aboriginal Spirituality – stories, rituals, values and beliefs; and exploration of Aboriginal-Christian relations 
                      
We Listen - Judaism   
• Revelation and the Jewish Story; Judaism Today: Practice and Worship; Jewish-Christian relations; and Revelation and the 

Church (30-500 AD)  
We Surrender – Islam 
• The Story of Islam; Islam Today; and Islam and the Church – Muslim-Christian relations (500-100 AD) 
 
We Believe - Christianity 
• The Story of Christianity; Protestant and Orthodox Churches Today; and Sacramentality and the Roman Catholic Church 
 
We Search – Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism 
• Introduction to Religions of the East; Examining Hinduism – worship, knowledge, prayer, action; Examining Buddhism – using 

the 3 Jewels of Buddhism; Examining Sikhism; Christian West meets Religions of the East; and Prayer and Spirituality  
 
We Continue in Faith – Various Topics 
• The Church (1900-Present); Secularism; and Sects and Cults 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students marks will be determined using the 4 categories and the 4 levels/percentage grade.  Please see the chart below for specific skills 
and key words used to determine student competency in the different categories. 
 

                                       Level  
Category 

Level 1:  
50-59% 

Level 2:  
60-69% 

Level 3:  
70-79% 

Level 4:  
80-100% 

Knowledge/Understanding 
• Knowledge of facts & terms 
• Understanding of concepts & relationships 

-Limited display 
of knowledge, 
skills and ability 
to apply 
concepts 

-Some success 
in displaying 
knowledge, 
skills and 
application of 
concepts 

-Considerable 
display of 
knowledge skills 
and ability to 
apply concepts  

-Thorough 
understanding of 
concepts and 
ability to 
communicate, 
think creatively 
and apply 
concepts 
 

Thinking 
• Critical thinking skills 
• Creative thinking skills 

 
Communication 
• Communication of ideas and information 
• Use of symbols & visuals 
• Oral & written communication 
Application 
• Applications in familiar contexts 
• Transfer of concepts to new contexts 
• Making logical conclusions and predictions 
• Use of technology 
• Making connections 

 
Feedback will also be provided for student learning skills.  Skills like working independently, team work, organization, work habits and 
homework, and initiative are assessed independently.  Student achievement will be conducted through the use of a rubric indicating specific 
criteria to be achieved to receive each of the following letter grades: 
E –Excellent   G – Good  S – Satisfactory  N - Needs Improvement 
 

Course Breakdown / Evaluation Structure 
 
Your Term Mark (70%) will consist of the following mark breakdown: 
Knowledge & Understanding  (25%) 
Unit Tests, Chapter Quizzes, Assignments 
 
Thinking     (25%) 
Unit Tests, Chapter Quizzes, Assignments    
 
Communication    (25%)  
Unit Tests, Projects, Presentations, Investigations, Case Studies, Study sheets 
    
Application      (25%)  
Unit Tests, Unit Culmination Projects, Making Connections 
 
Your summative work (30%) at the end of the course will consist of: 
Culminating Activity    (10%) 
Final Examination    (20%)   
 
 

       
 

 
 

Evaluation Policy 
 

Late assignments may be deducted 5% after the first day 
and 1% thereafter to a maximum of 10%.  Students who 
hand in work after a teacher has returned the summative 
evaluation will receive comments but not a mark.  The 
mark assigned may be a zero.  Students who are truant 
from tests and in-class assignments may receive a zero.  
Cheating and plagiarism will result in a mark of zero.  
Mitigating circumstances and professional judgment will 
always be important factors in all matters of assessment 
and evaluation.  Should you be absent due to illness or 
other relevant reasons, please provide a note upon your 
return to your teacher.  
 

Resources: 
 
TEXTBOOK – Exploring World Religions: The 
Canadian Perspective – A textbook will be signed out 
to each student for the duration of the semester.  Any 
damage or loss incurred will result in payment for 
replacement.  The replacement cost of the textbook will 
be $75.00. 

Other Evaluation Issues: 
i.e. summative assessment, late assignments, missed tests/quizzes, plagiarism 
• See agenda or school website (Assessment and Evaluation Policy of DPCDSB) 

 
Rules and Expectations:  
 i.e. Course materials, Attendance (absences/lates), uniforms, homework, 
classroom behaviour  

• See agenda or school website for guidelines 
 
 
If you have any questions regarding any of the above information, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at the school at (905) 846-7124, ext. 72157 
 
Student Signature:   Parent Signature:  
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