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[image: image2.wmf]A Springtime Act of Faith

O God, creator of the seasons,

We thank you that Spring has come at last.

We thank you for the warm air that will awaken sleeping buds

And fill our world, once again, with colour.

We ask you to be with us as we celebrate this season.

We believe in Spring, the fairest of seasons,

the green season of hope, the cool season of life.

We believe in Spring, the season of seeds and flowers,

of buds that burst into leaves,

of bulbs that burst into tulips, of caterpillars that burst into butterflies,

and of Jesus who burst from His grave and put death to death!

We believe that life is worth living,

that we were born to sing with the birds,
to dance in Spring rain, to laugh when we are happy,

to weep when we are sad,

to live as much and as well as we can

and to love always.

we  believe in spring, in seeds that die and are reborn.

We believe in growth.

We believe in life in ourselves, in hope and in joy.

We believe in GOD.

Amen

Just a Reminder…..

ARC-  Accommodation Review Committee 

Thursday, March 27th 2008 – St. Thomas Aquinas – 7:00 PM

Please plan to attend to show our strong community support.

Activities….
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Hockey

Intermediate hockey is finishing up this week. Thank you to Mr. Bloor and Mr. Wright for all their time, expertise and commitment  to the SMB/Brebeuf Hockey team. The team has done extremely well and they play a great game of hockey. Thank you also to the teachers, Monica Baltazar and Francesco Sette, who also have given of their time and support.
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Tryouts for Junior Basket ball have been completed and we have a boys team and a girls team. Our Tournaments are scheduled for April 22nd and 23rd.The following students form our teams. Thanks to Ms Budisa, Mrs. Reis and Mrs. Campagna for their time and expertise with our teams.

Boys Team
Girls Team

Joshua K
Gabrielle C

Joel B.

Chizoba O.

Lucas R.
Sydney C.

Brandon M.
Victoria P.

Rondall D.
Cassidy R.

Andrew M.
Marissa D.

Daniel F.
Rebecca D.



Akeem D.
Mary M.

Samuel O.
Shannon T.

Aaron V.
Lauren G.

Joshua B.
Casey T.

Lucas G.
Jessica M.

Tyler L.

Tracy M.

Congratulations to those who made the team and we trust that they will represent our school with good sportsmanship.

HIP HOP[image: image5.wmf]
Thanks to the Parent Council, all students have had an opportunity to experience the skills of  a qualified dance teacher. Dance is a curriculum piece that is contained in all the grades. Students are still involved with creating their own dance that will be assessed next week. Classroom teachers will be giving the students time in their phys ed periods to create their dance and they will then be presented  the following week. It is through the fund raising efforts of the Parent Council that we were able to pay for this instructor to come to the school.

[image: image6.wmf]Prologue to the Performing Arts
We have one more production that will be presented on April 10th . This production will be talking about the planet and ways that we are able to help our planet survive.
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Lateness….
We still have number of students who are still late for school. It is very important that students are in the back of the school ready to walk into school with their classes. Instructions are given at the beginning of the day, announcements happen right away with important information of things happening in the school for the day and the week. We can equate this to getting to work before we have to be at our desks so that we can be organized and ready to start the day. It often helps our day go well.
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After School

It has come to our attention, that from time to time students need to get messages from parents about after school pickups. We would like to suggest that you have a plan for your child in case of emergency. When calls come through to the school at 2:55 or after it is often difficult to get the message to the child especially if we are busy in the office. If you are unable to pick them up and they don’t see you in the regular place perhaps you could give them a plan to follow. Part of that plan might be to check at the office to see if there was a message. This is a an important safety issue that you should consider.

Virtues
Our Virtue for the Month of March has been Kindness. God has given us the gifts of friends and companions to keep us company and to help us out along the way. Every person in our lives carries the Spirit of God-and so every person is our brother or sister through Jesus Christ.

As brothers and sisters who share one Holy Spirit, we are all valuable to God We all deserve to be shown concern for our welfare and our feelings. We have all been given the fruit of the Spirit called kindness.

Kindness can only be seen through actions. It’s not enough to say I will be kind or I am kind. We must show that we are kind by our words and our actions.

Through prayer and concentration, we can get better at showing kindness to everyone we  

meet.

A Kind Person

· Says nice things about others so they feel good about themselves

· Sticks up for people who are picked on or need help

· Refuses to join others who are insulting intimidating, mean or hurtful

· Watches and looks for ways to help those in need

Dates to Remember…………

ARC Meeting – March 27th 2008 - 7:00 PM St. Thomas Aquinas

Dental Screening – March 31st  2008 – 

Gr. 2;4;8

Easter Mass   -   April 15th 2008

Reports Sent home – April 8th 2008

Interview Evening -  April 10th 2008

Early Release – April 24th 2008

Confirmation – April 30th 2008 7:00 PM

Safe Caring Inclusive Communities
Beginning in February of this year, the Ministry provided us with a new Code of Conduct. This is commonly referred to as Bill 212 which is available on the Ministry website. Within the Bill, they talk about Progressive Discipline which is what our schools are working towards presently.

Progressive Discipline is a purposeful, sequential step-by-step process of supporting behaviours and responding to and resolving a wide range of infractions and conflicts with appropriate interventions and consequences, in order to facilitate the renewal of relationships and to ensure new beginnings for designated students within a nurturing learning environment.

The progressive discipline process is cyclical in nature. Each component of the progressive discipline response protocol is relevant to any challenging behaviour whether it occurs in the classroom, hallway, school yard, or the broader school community-including cyberspace. The intensity, frequency and duration of the challenging behaviour will dictate the degree to which attention and effort is expended on each of the components of the protocol. Fro example, a disagreement between friends during recess will be managed differently from procession of drugs or a weapon on school property; yet the progressive discipline response protocol applies to any of these incidents or infractions.

Mitigating and other factors must be considered at each phase of the progressive discipline response protocol and will inform those individuals who are witnessing, responding, and resolving instances of challenging behaviour. Efforts to renew the relationships affected by the challenging behaviour and planned steps to facilitate re-entry of students to their learning environment will also be guided by mitigating and additional factors.
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