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`Family Advent Mass

[image: image5.wmf]We will be having a Family Advent Gathering on Wednesday December 19th at 7:30 p.m. at Our Lady of the Airways Parish.  Many students involved in song, drama, liturgical dance and other aspects of the mass.  We encourage as many parents as possible to come so that we can celebrate as a faith community. We are asking you canned food item or an 
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Student Absence


Thank you to all parents who call to notify the school if their child will be absent and/or late.


If your child is unable to attend school or is going to be late, please call our answering service 905-277-0990 press 1 (which is available 24 hours per day) to report the absence and leave the following information: student’s name, clearly spelling the last name and the teacher.  You must call every day that your child is absent. Students must report to the office if they are late. 





Fire Drills/Lock Down Procedures


We are required to conduct three fire drills in the fall and three in the spring. We are also required to practice two lock down drills during the year. Lock down drills involve students moving away from the classroom door to a location within the classroom away from windows. Lights are turned off and the doors are locked. These practices are to ensure that students and staff are prepared in case we should need to go into lock down. Lock down would be initiated by police and Board security personnel.





Pediculosis


Although it is early in the school year, it is important to bring your attention to a problem that occurs in most schools. Head lice are parasites which have been common among human beings for centuries. They are not in any way connected to uncleanliness. If a case is found in our school, we shall inform parents of the students in that classroom. If your children do become infested, we will be asking you to keep them out of school until after they have been treated with the correct shampoo and their hair is entirely clear of both lice and nits (eggs). We ask that you check your own children regularly. If we all cooperate in these procedures, we may not entirely escape outbreaks, but we will be able to bring them under control quickly.  





Catholic School Council


Nominations for this year’s school council were received up to Tuesday, September 28, 2009. The Executive will  be determined during our first meeting on Wednesday, Oct. 6th, 2010 in the school library.  









































Open House/BBQ


Thank you to all who attended our Open House/BBQ which was held on Thursday, September 25th. ( SEE QofH)























Student Insurance


As required by the Education Act and the Ministry of Education, the Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board annually provides parents with information about cost-effective student insurance coverage via student courier.  Although enrolment is voluntary, the Board encourages parents to take advantage of the inexpensive insurance coverage especially if your child participates in sports, excursions/field trips, or if parents do not have dental insurance coverage. Enrolment in writing is required.  There are two options for enrolment: 1) Complete the traditional form and mail it in or 2) Photocopy the form and fax it to Reliable Life at 1-905-522-7211 or 1-800-463 KIDS(5347).





School Book Fair


Mrs. McLellan is proud to report that our school Book Fair was a huge success. Thank you to everyone who supported our book fair.  





Milk Program


Our milk program is up and running again this year. Students can purchase white and chocolate milk and smoothies. Miss Zivkovic and her helpers thank you for supporting the St. Timothy Milk Program. 





Annual Open House/B.B.Q.


Our annual B.B.Q. and Meet the Teacher Open House was held on Wednesday, September 29, 2010.  Thank you to the parents of the School Council for sharing their talents for this wonderful evening and making it a huge success.


Thanksgiving Food Drive		�


.  Mrs. Chyz's grade 4/5 class will be in charge of the St. Timothy's Thanksgiving Food Drive again this year.  In the spirit of sharing and giving thanks, we are hoping that each family will contribute non-perishable foods.   Items will be collected from classes beginning on Tuesday, October 5th until Friday, October 8th. Many thanks to our community for your generosity. 
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Upcoming Events at St. Catherine of Siena Parish





Children’s Liturgy


Every Sunday at the 11:30am mass for children ages 3-10.





Atrium Program


The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is offered at the parish for children ages 3-15.  This is a Montessori-based approach to the religious formation of children, rooted in the Bible and Liturgy of the Church.  There will be an Open House and Registration on Wednesday, October 6th from 4:30 to 6:30pm.  For more info call Angela Lecanda at 905-502-5367.





Youth Group


The Youth Group meets every Tuesday from 6:00 to 7:30pm.  Thirteen of our youth will be attending World Youth Day next summer in Madrid, Spain with Pope Benedict.  A fundraising dinner\dance will be held on Saturday October 16th at 7pm in the Church Hall.  Tickets are $25.





Altar Servers


New altar servers are always needed, ages 8 and up.





Bundle Sunday


St. Vincent de Paul Society will have a truck in the church parking lot on October 9th and 10th to collect any used clothing you wish to donate.





FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THESE AND OTHER EVENTS PLEASE CALL THE PARISH AT 905-272-1454 OR VISIT THE WEBSITE AT � HYPERLINK "http://www.stcatherine.ca" ��www.stcatherine.ca�. 





Sacramental Preparations


Confirmation Registration: Meeting with parents & children at St. Catherine of Siena Church- Oct. 4, 2010 @ 7:30 p.m.


	


First Holy Communion Registration: Meeting with parents & children at St. Catherine of Siena Church- Oct. 5, 2010 @7:30 p.m. 	





		


SCHOOL EVENTS & NEWS


Visitors to our School


All visitors and parents are asked to enter the building through the front door and report directly to the office. Please sign in and obtain a visitor’s sticker if you plan to remain in the building, for any reason, during school hours.  





Yard Supervision


Please do not send your child/children to school before 8:45am. Staff supervision of students in the playground begins at 8:45. To ensure your child’s safety, we appreciate your cooperation and understanding in this matter.





Student Information


It is important that we have up to date records of your address, phone numbers, and emergency contacts in the event that the school must contact you regarding your child. Please inform the office or your child’s teacher if any information changes throughout the year.














EQAO


The Education Quality and Accountability Office(EQAO) has released Ontario Student Achievement; EQAO’s Provincial Report on the Results of the 2009-2010 Assessment of Reading, Writing, and Mathematics, Primary Division(Grades 1-3) and Junior Division (Grades 4-6). Individual student scores have been sent home. More general information may be found on the EQAO website at www.eqao.com





CCAT Testing


The Canadian Cognitive Abilities Test will be administered to all grade 4 students on October 14 and 15. In order to qualify for additional testing students must score at the 95th percentile or above on two of the three areas, and at the 90th percentile or above in the remaining area. If parents do not want their child to participate in this test, please indicate on the form that will be sent home. 

















Halloween Safety





Please remind your children of safety guidelines for Halloween:


Not to wear a face mask, so your child will be able to see clearly.


Wear light colored clothing, so drivers can see them.


Carry a flashlight, so your child will be able to see on dark streets


Go out with an adult, or an older brother or sister, if under 10 years of age.


Stay away from cars and friendly strangers in cars.


Watch for cars and look both ways when crossing the street.


Wear their costumes above their shoes so they will not trip.


Not to eat any treats until they are home and their parents have checked them.


Not to damage else’s property.


Start trick or treating early and be home by 8:30p.m





Upcoming Dates 





Oct. 6		School Council Mtg. @ 7:00p.m.


Oct. 8		Sub Day


Oct. 11	Thanksgiving Day!


Oct. 14	Family level Cross Country Meet @ Centennial Park


Oct. 15	Pizza Day


Oct. 20	Hepatitis B Immunization- Grade 7


	HPV immunization- Grade 8 girls only


Oct. 21             Picture Re-Take Day


Oct. 22            Hotdog Day


Oct. 22	Family Cross Country Meet @ Erindale


	Gr. 6’s Zoo Trip


Oct. 23	Hot Dog Day


Oct. 28	Board Cross Country Meet @ Erindale


Oct. 29             Pizza Day


Nov. 11		Remembrance Day Celebration 10:30  a.m.
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SCHOOL EVENTS & NEWS


Visitors to our School


All visitors and parents are asked to enter the building through the front door and report directly to the office. Please sign in and obtain a visitor’s sticker if you plan to remain in the building, for any reason, during school hours.  





A Message From B.R.A.V.O. 


(Because Real Angels Volunteer Organization)





It was a pleasure to have had the opportunity to speak with many new volunteers at our school Open House last week. We are, however, still looking for volunteers to assist with our All Star Reading Program and our Specialty Lunch Program. 





If interested, please contact: 





Debbie Mikkelsen: 905-306-9049  (� HYPERLINK "mailto:debbiemikkelsen@rogers.com" �debbiemikkelsen@rogers.com�) 





Daniela Giansante: 905-272-0705 (� HYPERLINK "mailto:Daniela.giansante@sympatico.ca" �Daniela.giansante@sympatico.ca�)








OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOL HERITAGE





How long have Catholic separate schools been educating Catholic children and contributing to the public good in Ontario?





For about 170 years. In the early 1800’s there were separate schools in many cities, town and township., In Peel, three separate schools opened before Confederation (1867); St. James in Malton in the 1830’s, St. John’s Agricultural College (1861) and St. Patrick’s (1861), both in Wildfield.





 Has the Ontario government always supported separate schools?





Yes, as did its predecessor, the United Legislature of Canada East (now Quebec) and Canada West (now Ontario) during its total life from 1841 to 1867. One of the first pieces of legislation it passed in 1841 was the Common School Act, with a separate school clause.
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Storage and Administration of Medication


Parents are responsible for ensuring that all medication and forms are updated annually for any student who requires medication to be administered at school.  If your child requires medication please have the necessary forms completed and return them, along with any medication, to the office as soon as possible. Forms are available at the school office.





Student Information


It is important that we have up to date records of your address, phone numbers, and emergency contacts in the event that the school must contact you regarding your child. Please inform the office or your child’s teacher if any information changes throughout the year.





Yard Supervision


Please do not send your child/children to school before 8:45am. Staff supervision of students in the playground begins at 8:45. To ensure your child’s safety, we appreciate your cooperation and understanding in this matter.
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Principal’s Message


It’s hard to believe that October is here. It seems that we just welcomed everyone back yesterday and yet a full month has past. It has been a very busy month. Our current enrollment is 480 students and approximately 40 staff with many new families welcomed to our school.





I would like to thank everyone who helped with our Open House and BBQ evening. It was well attended and many thanks to BRAVO and our volunteers who all contributed to its success.


Highlights of the month


Terry Fox was a great event,  raising over $4500 for cancer research.  Many thanks to Mrs. Iarossi and her committee as well as the many parents who joined us.





We had our opening school mass at the school. To see our children bless themselves as they entered our gym gave a true meaning to St. Timothy being a school of faith.





Our thanksgiving food drive will be lead by Mrs. Chyz’s Grade 4/5’s. Our community is always formally recognized in the larger community for having a very giving heart.





All Star Reading is on the increase and it is so good to see young readers gaining in skill and confidence with just a couple of extra hours a week by great volunteers. We have more students still in need of your help. Please consider volunteering. Contact BRAVO- Because Real Angels Volunteer Organization here at the school if you can listen to and help a young child to read. A big thank you goes to Ms. McLellan for supporting our training of our volunteers.





Our first school council meeting is scheduled for Wed. Oct. 6 at 7:00 pm.  We welcome and thank all the council members and the parents they represent for the endless giving and support to all of our children. Council meetings typically occur the first Wednesday of every month so please come join us if you can.





I am very pleased to share that the academic success of our student body as well as the teaching effectiveness of our staff has resulted in our recent EQAO scores surpassing both Board and Provincial scores in all areas. We will continue to fine tune our teaching in the areas that we hope to further improve and set those as goals for this year.





We have much to be thankful for as we gather this coming weekend. Let us never lose focus on our many blessings as a school and community.














Prayer for the Season of Thanksgiving


Loving God,


All that we have comes from your goodness


And all the work of those who love us.


Bless us and the food we share


Watch over those who care for us.


Open our eyes to meet the needs of the poor


During this time of harvest and thanksgiving.


We make this prayer in the name of Jesus,  Amen


Who is Lord forever and forever.


Amen























