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MISSION STATEMENT

(905) 8213766 St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic School is a community of learners committed to the development of
the whole person. We are gifts of God working together to serve the Lord Jesus and each other.
With family and parish, we strive for excellence and a commitment to life long learning.

Christmas will soon be here!

The sights, sounds and smells of the season greet us each day as we eagerly anticipate happy
times with family and friends.

During this holy season of Advent, it is important that we take the time to prepare not only our
homes, but our hearts as well.

Advent is a season of hope and a time to remember that the birth of Jesus is central to the cele-
bration.

The liturgical year begins with Advent. This year the Season of
Advent began on Sunday, November 27th. During Advent we think about the many ways God
comes to be with us.

At school, staff and students are preparing for the season with Advent wreaths, liturgies, Christ-
mas stories, artwork, letters to Santa, songs, plays and charitable assistance.

Throughout the school one can see the traditional symbols and customs which help the students
to celebrate this special time of anticipation and preparation.

As a school we will be working with the students to involve them in developing the Christian ethic
of giving, not just receiving. St . Godloves pedpleyfle
who gi ved ( WeWilagartbb lyavirg p Christmas Gift Drive for the St. Vincent de
Paul Society. Our school has signed up to help several needy families in our community in order
that they may also have a happier Christmas this year.

The emphasis on caring and sharing with those in need is in keeping with the spirit of the first
Christmasd giving from the heart for the good of others.

On behalf of the St. Elizabeth Seton Staff we would like to extend our best wishes to you and your
family during this holy season.

We hope that you will be blessed with the spirit and gifts of that first Christmas
- Peace, Love and Goodwill toward all mankind.
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ing liturgy.

Remembrance Day

On November 11, 2011, all students participated
in a most memorable Remembrance Day Liturgy.
Prayer, songs of peace and visual images pre-
sented by the junior division provided everyone in
attendance with a real appreciation and better
understanding of those men and women who
have helped provide us with peace. Sincere
thanks to the students and teachers for their ef-
forts in preparing and presenting this truly touch-

PEOPLE OF HOPE...

= EXPECT THE BEST TO
HAPPEN FOR EVERYONE

= HOLD ON TO THEIR
DREAMS

= ALWAYS COUNT ON GOD
TO HELP THEM IN TOUGH
SITUATIONS

= TRUST THAT THINGS WILL
WORK OUT IN GOD'S WAY

= LOOK FOR SOMETHING
GOOD TO COME OUT OF
PROBLEMS

= ARE LOOKING FORWARD
TO LIFE'S BLESSINGS

= SET AND STICK TO THEIR
OWN GOALS

Wedre Goli

tion plan next term.

home;

Excursions and Field

Trips

Educational trips that extend
learning opportunities are en-
couraged. Teachers must fol-
low appropriate Board proce-
dures and by law, the school
must file permission  forms
which must be signed by par-
ents.

VERBAL PERMISSION CAN-
NOT BE ACCEPTED

®
®
R R R R R

Permission forms and requests 8
parent volunteers have been seft ©

Cold and Flu Season SO

Please keep your child at home if they are ill. A child who is
coughing, wheezing, etc. is not in a state to learn and will only
infect others. As well, please understand that if your child is
well enough to attend school, they should be well enough to
go outside at recess. (It is impossible for supervision and
safety to have some students inside and the others outside).

On extremely cold days, when the windchill equivalent tem-
perature is minus 25 degrees Celsius or lower, students will
stay inside as per Peel Health Department guidelines.

As the temperature drops, students need to be reminded to
dress appropriately for the weather. Mittens, scarves, boots
and other winter attire should be worn to school.

Pedi%:IEsis!!

n %uring is sc%oc!:l y(laar I:/]veQave had a number of outbreaks
Skating begins January 25th, Februanyd so we ask that you periodically check your own children. If
1st and 8th at Meadowvale 4 Rinkgou find them to be infested please ensure that they get the
Many teachers have elected to makeoper treatment and that you please inform the school. We will
skating a part of their physical edudase asking you to keep them out of school until after they have

been treated with the correct shampoo and their heads are en-
Fely clear of both lice and nits (eggs). Some parents have re-
rted that a O6speci al combéd
ing control the problem.

Peel Regional Police School Program

We are pleased that two neighbourhood Policing Unit officers
have again been assigned to liaise with St. Elizabeth Seton
School.

The officers assigned to our school are Constable Sirianni
and Constable Turner . This is the fourth year for this pro-
gram. We are continually strengthening the partnerships es-
tablished between students, staff and officers.

Safe Play and Snow

Playing in the snow can be a lot of fun, however, our school has a rule forbidding the throwing of snowballs and kicking
of snow onto others. Students in our school are reminded of the importance of this rule in preventing injury to others.
We encourage our students to constructively use the snow that winter brings to build snow sculptures. Please assist us
by reviewing with your child the danger in throwing/kicking snow and the importance of preventing injury to other chil-
dren. This will help to make our school yard a safe place for all of our students during winter.
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Parent Council Information

Our chocolate fundraiser was a great success. The prize assembly
was overwhelming.

Many thanks to all the parent volunteers and all the families who
participated and supported our school. We raised $5500.00 which
will go towards many extra school events and activities.

We also had a QSP magazine and Gift Catalogue sale. Thank you
to all the families who ordered. All monies raised go towards artist
in the school, library books, literacy room and many more.

We also had a very successful Hot Dog Day that the students really
seemed to enjoy. We will be having more Hot Dog Days in the fu-
ture.

Our next council meeting is January 24, 2012 at 6:30 pm in the Ii-
brary. All are welcome!

THE PARENT COUNCIL WOULD LIKE TO WISH YOU MERRY
CHIRSTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

Advent Mass

All members of our school community are invited and en-
couraged to join us for our annual Advent Mass on Decem-
ber 9th at 9:15 a.m. in the school gym. This is a wonderful
time to come together as a Catholic community and reflect
on the true meaning of this wonderful season of joy.

Christmas Holiday Reminders

The dates for the Christmas Holidays this year are:

December 24 - January 8, inclusive. Students are
to return to school on Monday, January 9, 2012.

Seton Spirit Day
M. Davi

On Friday, November 4th, our school held
its annual Spirit Day to raise money for
the United Way and the Eden Food Bank.
The traditional teachers vs. the intermedi-
ate volleyball teams game was very suc-
cessful. The teachers defeated the stu-
dents winning 2 of 3 games played. The
students also participated in some out-
door activities and a movie. It was an
overall fun day for students and teachers.
We raised $400.00 thanks to your gener-
osity.

Silvercreek

Our Grade 5/6 class and Grade 4
class each had a wonderful day at
Silvercreek Outdoor Education centre
where the students learned about the
natural world and about themselves
through team building challenges in
the forest, and the animal survival
game. The classes represented our
school with a winning attitude and
behaviour!

Casual Fridays

You may observe that the staff dress in a
casual manner on Fridays.

Through staff donations made on these
Fridays, we are supporting the United
Way of Peel or ShareLife.

United Way

of Peel Region
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Cafnn Snavke Impertan Date Change

- N H
\ The School Spelling Bee date has been
L2010 9 _‘Q\§§ changed to December 19, 2011.

Junior Girls Volleyball

The Junior Girls played an exciting volleyball season

U A
Ty & W A A
< ~
throughout the month of November. All the girls played

Ai
with enthusiasm and great sportsmanship. Thank you to all Setondés SFAs Keep Sprea
the players, parents for driving, Ms. Davi & Mr. Naismith for N_ News!
i‘\.

e

o

refereeing and the coaches Ms. Davi, Mrs. Bissola and Mr.
Figliola. HURRAY!!

AN

Our group is growing!! Numbering near 30 now, the Stu-
dent Faith Ambassadors of Seton are busy with three De- }&

Junior Boys Volleyball »(cember projects.

Congratulations to the Junior Boys Volleyball Team who

had a great season this year advancing to the Missis- \_ Eden Food Bank is looking for donations for families in /|
sauga North Family Volleyball Tournament on Thursday, need this holiday season. To encourage participation in i&
December 1, 2011. During the tournament they played ). this much needed food drive, the SFAs have put up Christ-
with a lot of spirit and teamwork moving on to the semi- mas trees in the hallways for each class in the school.

finals. Thank-you for your hard work and dedication Ahey are awarding Christmas stickers to decorate class A
throughout the season. Thank-you to all the parents for ees in exchange for donations! Classes are asked to

their support. We are all very proud of you. Mr. Telfeyan ~~ bring specific items for the drive but are encouraged to do- —
and Ms. Davi had a great time coaching you. GO WILD- nate anything they choose. We look forward to enjoying

CATS! The team members include: 4many elaborately decorated class trees!! )4}
Daniel D. Robert D. Ethan S. Daniel Z. P

{
Everyone loves a Kris Kringle at Christmas time so the
\SFAs are promoting a fAprayer
ﬁ}every member of the St. Elizabeth Seton school community
\ will pick a name of someone else in the school. They will <
make a card and pray for that person and their family
,&t?roughout Advent and the Christmas season. The SFAs

Nicholas Z. Conrad P. Matthew L

P.A.L.S. Program

St. Elizabeth Seton School is excited about the upcoming
launch of the P.A.L.S. program. The Playground Activity
Leaders in the school program is an initiative designed by
the Region of Peel Health to develop structured play- The third project they are assisting with is our St. Vincent
ground activities. The 3 main goals of the program are: ik?e Paul gift baskets. A detailed letter has been sent home /
egarding this. 1

ill distribute, collect and sort the cards for delivery the last
eek of school before Christmas. -

To promote physical activity during leisure time

To reduce bullying and
AVe wish everyone a Wonderful, Peaceful and Blessed holiA

To provide children with leadership opportunities
ay season!!

The program will be run by a group of selected grade 5 & -

6 students who will receive training by the CYW. Leaders

will be identified with vests and will be out during lunch \ 4 N \ % )
recess. Special thanks to Miss Soberal, Mrs. Bissola and VW/ ) VV ﬁ\ v rw/ )

Mrs. Scicluna for taking on the job of P.A.L.S. supervi- ~ - > A
Sors.

Craft Club

Our craft club is on again! Mrs. Scicluna, Ms.Mesic, Mrs
Banks have started spreading Christmas Spirit! Students
will be busy working two days a week on a selection of
Christmas crafts to bring home just in time for the holidays.
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Birthdays Are Special

Many parents like to bring treats to school to cele-
brate their childdés bir
cake, plates, forks, drink boxes, loot bags, etc.
While we understand birthdays are a special time,
we have to refuse entry of these special birthday
treats due to allergies in a specific class, lack of
awareness of food contents, or absence of advance
notice.

Without advance notice and conversation with your
child's teacher, distribution of food can not always
be accommodated as the class may be engaged in
a specific learning exercise, test or activity that can-
not be rearranged. We ask that you use the follow-
ing guidelines when planning to bring treats to
school to celebrate a birthday:

§ Consult with your <chil
prior to bringing special occasion treats to
school

§ Consider bringing non-edible treats. There are
many alternatives to bringing in food for birth-
days and special occasions. Some suggestions
are: stickers, gift certificates, pencils, stuffed
toys, etc.

§ Students with anaphylactic reactions will not
share in the food without advance parental con-
sent even if the ingredients are free of potential
allergens

§ Students with an anaphylactic allergy are en-
couraged to bring in their own treats for special
occasions.

t h'eres

d O\® leale@oBkE, dtoRes, at | east a

Recess Rules for Students

Extended French Information Meeting

Recess Rules for Students

We encourage all students to experience their outdoor

sure t?at students play safely and never endanger the
safety of other children during recess times, we have
some very important rules for all children to follow in our
school yard.

School Yard Rules

We help each other

We respect all persons

We respect all property

We stay off fences

We play non-contact games
We use appropriate language
We stay on school property
We eat our snacks inside

show, etc. on the ground
Please review these rules and expectations
with your children.

Returning to School in the Evening

Once your child has been dismissed for the day,
they are not to return to school for any materials
that they may have forgotten. Classrooms are
locked and the custodians do not have the au-
thority to unlock the classrooms for students.

Students are to go straight home after school, if
they would like to change their plans, please
have them go home first and then contact you.
School phones are not to be used for this pur-
pose.

Grade 4 parent(s)/guardian(s), who wish to enroll their child in a Grade 5 Extended French class for September,
2012 are invited to attend an information meeting at: St. Therese of the Child Jesus, 6930 Forest Park Drive, Mis-
sissauga, Ontario 905-785-0066, on Wednesday, January 18, 2012 at 7 PM.

At the present time, the above mentioned school is the designated centre for our area. Applications will be ac-
cepted at that centre until 3:00 p.m. Wednesday, February 8 ™, 2012.

breaks in@gp gnigygple and,spfe;manngs. 19 eU des

day



FRENCH IMMERSION INFORMATION MEETING

Senior Kindergarten parents/guardians, who wish to enroll their child in a Grade 1 French Immersion class for Septem-

ber, 2011 are invited to attend an information meeting at:

French Immersion centres Session location Date and time

Our Lady of Providence St Joachim Tuesday

St Angela Merici January 19, 2012

St Joachim 7:00 p.m.

Divine Mercy St Margaret of Scotland Wednesday

St Elizabeth Seton January 11, 2012

St Margaret of Scotland 7:00 p.m.

St Gertrude St Gertrude Thursday

St Pio of Pietrelcina January 12, 2012
7:00 p.m.

Special Assignment Teacher (SAT)

This year Dufferin-Peel has assigned a Special Assign-
ment Teacher who visits our school and assists with the
implementation of the junior numeracy curriculum. We
are most pleased to introduce our SAT teacher, Mrs..
Andrea Giljanovic. Mrs. Giljanovic will work with primary
division teachers and the teachers in other local
schools. Her mandate is to assist teachers in meeting
the assessment needs demanded of the primary curricu-
lum and also to assist in the implementation of the
strategies which support primary numeracy.

Mrs. Gilanovic has already shown herself to be a wel-
come addition to our primary division. The children cur-
rently in grade one through tree have had the opportu-
nity to benefit from additional classroom help which in
turn helps to ensure greater learning success. We are
excited to provide such a collaborative teaching opportu-
nity for our primary teachers and students.

D. Scardicchio

Principal

VUVUUVUUVUVUUUUUUUYUUVUVUUUUUUUUUT

Full-Day Kindergarten Registration for 2012

13

Registration for Full-Day Kindergarten for the 2012-13
school year, will take place at on the following days:

Monday, February 6, 2012*
7:00-9:00 p.m.
*Snow Date: Tuesday, February 7, 2012 - 7:00-9:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday, February 8, 9 & 10,
2012

9:00-11:00 a.m.

1:00-3:00 p.m.

For more information visit www.dpcdsb.org.

There will be an information session for parent(s)/
guardian(s) of children with special needs such as vision,
hearing, autism, physical/medical and/or developmental
delays who are entering JK, SK or Full Day Kindergarten
in September 2012. The information session will be held
at the Dufferin -Peel District School Board 8 Catho-
lic Education Centre, Room 301 on January 17, 2012
from 7:-8:30 p.m. Parent(s)/Guardian(s) are also re-
minded to register their child at your school office. Offi-
cial Registration dates are Feb 6, 8, 9 and 10, 2012.
Snow Date is February 7th,

JUVVUVUVUVUUVUVUUVUUUVUUVUUVUUVUVUUVUUVUVUUVUUVUUUUUUUUUUUUUTL
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Dogs on School K A Great Stocking Stuffer Ideas

Property ‘r . .

. R\ The Parent Council have a few St. Elizabeth
Please do not bring your dogs, or \ Seton Cookbooks (with great mouth watering
other _Pets, onto school property. recipes from the community) for sale and St.
Even if on a leash and normally pas- Elizabeth Seton Key chains. These would make
sive/friendly, your pet may respond wonderful stocking suffers.

in an unexpected manner if surrounded by a large group

of curious children. While most of us are pet lovers, some Cookbooks  $5.00

youngsters are frightened by animals and may get nerv- Key Chains $2.00
Please direct your requests to the school office

ous or anxious when approached by one. Also, other chil-
dren in our community suffer from allergies that are often
triggered by pet fur and dander. Your co-operation in this
matter is appreciated.

ARE YOUT
TICKED? [

UNLESS you are identified as an
English Separate (Catholic) School Supporter..

Your children be able to attend
Dufferin-Peel Catholic elementary schools

¥ You vote for Catholic school Trustees

/ Youare ") counted as a supporter
of Catholic Education in Ontario Some of our Parent Council and Mr. Scardicchio helping with our Hot Dog Day

Phiaasé nota that English Separate
School Supporter mears the same
5 Catholks School Supparter.

To register, check or change
your Direction of School
Support Designation, contact

Phone Messages

If there is a change to your child's routine, please note it in the
child's agenda or send a note to the classroom teacher. Trying to
process phone messages for families that have multiple siblings is

Admisslons Department
A1 968900708 axt. 24512 or
email iyndb, arssnsult@dpedsh.org

very difficult and takes away office staff from possible emergencies
and we cannot guarantee that

that your child will receive the message. Thank you.
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Friday, December 20 Class Spelling Bee

Thursday, December 8, 2011 - Pizza Day

Friday December 9, 2011 - Advent Mass 9:15 am

December 15 - Primary Christmas Concert 7pm

December 166 Hot Dog Day

December 19, 2011 - Spelling Bee 9:00 am in gym

Thursday, December 22, 2011 - Pizza Day

December 24, 2011 - January 8. 2012 - Christmas Break

X

\

AL
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January 9, 2012 - First Day Back

January 11, 2012 - French Immersion Meeting
St. Margaret of Scotland School - 7 pm

January 16, 2012 - PA Day No School

January 24, 2012 - Council Meeting - Library 6:30 pm
All are welcome

January 25, 2012
Skating

January 30 - February 3, 2012

Book Fair i; ]

January 31, 2012 - Report Cards Go Home



From Your Catholic School Trustee
Est her O6Tool e, Wards 9 & 10

December 2011

| am pleased to report that to date this has been a wonderful start up with many exciting
events happening in our schools.

Thanks to everyone who organized the many tributes to our veterans on November 11th.
Many of our grandparents are veterans of World War Il and it is very important that our chil-
dren know and understand the terrific sacrifice made in the past and continues to be made
by our armed forces.

Congratulations to MPP Laurel Broten who has been appointed Minister of Education. We
look forward to a positive partnership and wish her all the best in her endeavors. Congratula-
tions to MPP Bob Delaney who has been appointed Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister
of Education.

We will be inviting our local MPPs to meet with the Board of Trustees and senior staff in the
New Year to discuss goals, concerns and issues. We hope that our local MPPs will be able
to attend. It is crucial that we continue to make our elected representatives aware that we
expect that they will support Catholic education in this province.

| encourage you to make an effort to attend your Catholic school council meetings. This is an
opportunity for you to hear the | atest news about
questions. Thank you so much to our school council members and volunteers for your time

and talent.

It is my privilege and delight to visit our schools, meeting students, attend concerts/events

and participate in liturgical celebrations. Many thanks to our wonderful teachers, administra-

tion who go above and beyond to make our students school experience so memorable. Spe-

cial thank you to our Parishodés for the support th
vent season. | wish each and every one of you a blessed Christmas and all the very best for

the New Year. May the good Lord always hold you in the palm of His hand.


http://estherotoole.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/estherotoole.jpg

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION OF PEEL REGION (STOPR)
BUS CANCELLATIONS/SCHOOL CLOSING DUE TO BAD WEATHER
2011 8 2012 SCHOOL YEAR

During the winter months inclement weather may cause disruption of bus transportation and regular
school operationsA decision to cancel school transportation and/or to close schools is usually

made by 6:00 a.m. and will be announced on the following radio and television stations:

VIRGIN RADIOFM99.9 CHUM AM1050 CFTR AM680
CENY FM102.1/AM640 CJCL AM590 CHFI FM98.1
CFRB AM1010 EZ ROCK FM97.3 CJBC (FR) AM860
FM Z103.5 FM93.1 FM Q107

CHIN FM100.7/AM1540 CBC99.1

CITYPULSE GLOBAL NEWS CTv

We will be communicating one of four standard messages to the radio stations. The four announcements
and their effect on the transportation system are as follows: (Please note th&ighéghted text

only will be communicated by the radio stations).

i DUF F E-REENCATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD BUSES SERVING
ST. ANDREW, ST. BENEDICT AND ST. PETER ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS AND
R.F. HALL SECONDARY SCHOOL ARE CANCELLED FOR TODAY)

0 THE DUF FEERU QATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD BUSES AND THE

PEEL DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD BUSES IN THE TOWN OF CALEDON AND THE
COUNTY OF DUFFERIN A RE CANCE L Thishéans thalll runs listed under announce-
ment #| PLUShe following are cancelled.

- All schools in the Town of Caledon and all school runs that begin in the Town of Caledon.
- Individual schools will be notified if this cancellation affects their school.

. OTHE DUF FHEERU QATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD AND THE PEEL DIS-
TRI CT SCHOOL BOARD BUSES ARBMEANGELLED. 6

ALL Transportation services provided by the Duffé?igel Catholic District School Board and The Peel
District School Board, including buses, vans and taxis have been cancelled for the entire day.

ATHE SCHOOLS AND OFFI CES OF -PFEELTCATHOHEDI®RIEF ERI N
SCHOOL BOARD AND THE PEEL DI STRICT SCH3teansBOARD AR
that:

ALL Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board ad Peel District School Board schools and offices are

closed to all students and staff.

Note: For Secondary School students riding Public Trans@ancellation of service will be communi-
cated by the respective transit property over the radio. Please be advised that Public Transit rarely cancels
and that the level of service on days with inclement weather is unpredictable




Executive Director’'s Message

Are food banks part of the problem or
part of the solution?

A recent article in a Toronto newspaper
suggested the issue of hunger in Canada
will never be resolved as long as food
banks exist. The writer contends that not
only do food banks fail on their promise to
‘end hunger', but they take the pressure
off government to ensure income security
for all. Food banks don't solve the problem
of hunger, the article continues, because
many of the people who need the help
don't go, but they do make the volunteers
and companies who support them feel
good about themselves,

While I don't agree that it is time to close
our food banks, I do agree that we need to
have proper expectations of food banks
and our government to respond to the
issue of poverty. The answer lies in
distinguishing a best response for today
and for tomormrow. Food banks are an
unfortunate necessity in our communities
to respond to the immediate need of

hu families today. Families are not
gel?nr; sufficient help from government
sources so they turn to community

Exsoutive Director

Eden Community Food Bank

Food for Thought

FALL 2011

resources, like food banks, to get the help
they need. Food banks are a best response
for today.

Some people refer to food banks as a "band
-aid” solutien to hunger, Bandages are a
helpful part of the healing process for a
wound to heal. But the wound needs to
heal. You wouldn't putting a new
bandage on a wound won't heal
without recognizing semething more needs
to be done. We need to figure out what
maore needs to be done and do it.

If food banks were ever billed as a

complete response to end hunger and
poverty, that was wrong. Beyond today, we
need to advocate alongside the poor and
hungry in our community for a better
system that does address the root auses.
The system needs to change to ensure a
standard of living adegquate for health and
well-being for all Canadians. Advecacy and
system change is the best response for
tomarmow.

1 look forward to the day when food banks
are obsolete, Not because they didn't work,
but because they are no lenger needed.

Riders Against Hunger
Saturday, August 20th, 2011

. directly to the food bank.

solution.

ble for $10 =sach.

The weather was perfect for riding as forty participants
hopped on their motorcycles and raised funds for hun-
gry families in our community at the food bank's first |
ever matorcycle charity event. Corporate sponsors cov-

 ered the cost of the event so that 100% of
“‘-_ the 6,000 raised by the riders could go

Prizes were given out for participating and top fundraisers induding a trip
for two to Vegas provided by local marketing company, the-right-

The three hour "poker run"-style ride took the riders through the scenic
country roads west of Mississauga and ended at Five Guys for lunch.

Thanks to our sponsors: Five Guys Burger and Fries, Walmart, Master
Mechanic, Abrams, Motorcycle Enhancements, Castrol, Tim Hor-
ton’s, Lionheart, Turtle Jack’s, FastSigns, Minuteman Press, So-
dexo, Cyde World West, Halton Transmission and
Superkids Karate. T-shirts are still availa-

www .edenfoodbank.org
2-3185 Unity Drive

905-785-3651

eden community food bank




WHY I VOLUNTEER

Sarah Weigel, Volunteer

My children and I have been blessed by
many people who are volunteers. I grew
up attending Girl Guides and Sunday
School, activities run by volunteers giving
their time and talents. My children also
benefited from soccer and hockey teams,
Girl Guides and Boy Scouts meetings and
camps. Organizations that only exist
because of dedicated volunteers. I was
often involved in volunteering with their
activities and schools.

In the fall of 2009, I felt my faith
challenging me to take my volunteer work
out of my church and to use my time
serving in my local community. As I
considered where I might volunteer I
became aware of the Eden Community
Food Bank. Tuesday nights at the Unity
Client Centre was a time slot that would
work with my schedule and surely, I
thought, I would have the necessary skills
to serve food. Enough food to eat is also
one of the most basic and universal needs
that crosses all cultural boundaries. In
January of 2010, I nervously showed up to
volunteer... and have never looked back.
For the first while I learned the ropes in
serving clients and just as I was feeling
comfortable I was soon enlisted for the
front desk, greeting clients. I have also
done cleaning, food sorting, donation
drives at Walmart and am now doing
advocacy work. All these different
volunteer opportunities have allowed me
to learn about new foods, cultures and
computer skills! Volunteering at the food
bank is now my passion. I don't think
anyone who knows me has escaped the
reminder to give, give, give to the food
bank.

I recently came across the saying to "do
what you can, for who you can, where you
are, with what you have" (source
unknown). I think it is the answer to how,
as one person, we can change the world,
even if it is for one person in one
moment. I receive far more from the
smiles, shared stories, learning about
other people, and compassion of clients
and volunteers than the time I give. My
answer to Why I Volunteer is Why Not!
Sarah attends Trinity Anglican Church in Streetsville.

She is a parent of three grown children and works at a
local school supporting students.

ADMIN SUPPORT FOR THE FOOD BANK

Bill Crawford, Executive Director

Funding granted this year through the Strengthening
Organizational Effectiveness Fund in partnership
with the Region of Peel Social Services and United Way
of Peel Region made it possible to address the
increasingly demanding administrative responsibilities
of a growing non-profit organization. While ECFB was
grateful for the many volunteers who were helping in
this capacity, the admin tasks simple became too
much for the few dedicated volunteers working from
home on their own time.

Eden Community Food Bank received $13,000 in grant
funding to update the internal administration and
financial processes of the organization. We purchased
a new donation management software to help us track
donations and communicate to donors more
effectively. We upgraded the computers and made
arrangements to keep the computers up to-date and
our data safe and secure.

Also with the funding provided by SOEF, we were able
to hire Maureen Sawicki in October to take on the
administrative role of recording donations and donor
communication. She is working in the food bank'’s
Unity office answering calls, responding to e-mails and
receiving office visitors. Her main objective through to
the end of the year will be to bring the organization up
to date using the new donation management software
and ensure that thank you letters and tax receipts are
sent out to our donors.

Please join the board and staff in welcoming Maureen
into her new role at the food bank.

FooD BANK WISH LisT:

Cargo van or truck for food pick-ups and deliveries

JoIN Us ONLINE

Become a part of the growing on-line community in
support of Eden Community Food Bank. Go to the food
bank’s Facebook community page and "Like” it to stay
on top of news and events as they happen! Also,
follow us on Twitter.

www.facebook.com/edencommunityfoodbank

G www.twitter.com/edenfoodbank

"@ www.edenfoodbank.org







