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A message from the Director of Education

Catholic School Councils are an integral part of the Catholic school community, working in partnership with the home, school and parish. I believe that the authentic partnership that evolves when good will and interest in the common good fuels the participation of the broader Catholic school community.

Our Catholic school communities have certainly evolved over the last four decades. As one of the largest school boards in the province, we educate some 87,000 students in 145 elementary and secondary schools located throughout our 2,670 square kilometre jurisdiction. In addition, we educate approximately 43,000 students through our adult and continuing education programs. Our students are drawn from families of diverse backgrounds, sharing the common traditions of the Catholic faith and worldview. Our Catholic schools are an essential and fundamental pillar of publicly funded Catholic education in Canada and in Ontario.

When Catholic School Councils, parents, faculty, staff, administration and trustees work as one towards educating the mind, heart, soul and body, we produce students who are well equipped to deal with the challenges that confront them now and into the future.

The history of parent involvement in Dufferin-Peel schools goes back well before councils in Catholic schools existed.  Trustees in this board have long supported the involvement of parents in schools, whether through volunteerism or through the establishment of educational councils, which predated our Catholic School Councils.  Historically, our trustees recognized the importance of an entire community being involved in the education process. This has only been further enhanced by the statutory powers given to our Catholic School Councils.

Catholic School Councils are an invitation to the community to become involved in the local school. Our success is always amplified when we work together with mutual respect and understanding.  We must work collaboratively to preserve and strengthen Catholic education in all that we do.  This is essential to the mandate of our Catholic School Councils.

On behalf of Executive Council, faculty, staff and administration, I thank you for your commitment to our students and to Catholic education and please know that you have our ongoing support. 
Sincerely,
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John B. Kostoff

Director of Education 
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