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Section 6

Catholic School Council 
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By-Law Template 

 


“If we all did the things we are capable of doing, we would literally astound ourselves.”

- Thomas Edison -

Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board

Tools for Success 

Bylaws

Definition of bylaws: a law or rule governing the internal affairs of an organization.  The word "bylaw" was first recorded in 1283 with the meaning "customs or regulations, as a village or sect."

According to Ontario Regulation 612, each school council must develop bylaws to "provide them with a direction for the operation of council business and to help the council work effectively". These bylaws must be written in accordance with Board Policy and Ministry of Education Regulations. Bylaws are laws written by and for a group/organization, which define how the group will operate. Usually bylaws address why the group/organization exists; when and how meetings will be conducted; who can be involved in the group/organization; how the group/organization will make decisions; and what indicators the group/organization will need to measure/indicate progress. A set of bylaws should be written by the school council as a whole and must be accepted and approved by a majority vote.  It should always be the goal of the council to reach a consensus about such an important document.

It is important that your bylaws be succinct. Remember that this should be a team effort. The school council would review the by-law template and produce a final document.  It is important that all members of the school council are aware of the bylaws and a copy should be kept in your school.  The bylaws should always be provided to new members.

Catholic School Councils are not required to develop lengthy bylaws, since Ontario Regulation 612 sets out the mandate, roles and responsibilities for school councils.  In effect, it serves as the constitution for the Catholic School Councils. 

The development or review of operating bylaws should begin as soon as possible after a council meets for the first time but no later than the second Catholic School Council meeting for the school year. Bylaws should be reviewed from time to time to make sure that they are timely and inclusive of changing policies and regulations.

Resources used to develop the Catholic School Council by-law template:

· Ministry Regulations 612 and 613

· Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board Policy and Regulations - Catholic School Councils (September- 2001)

· School Councils - A Guide for Members  (2001) Ministry of Education

· Bylaws/Constitutions previously written for your Catholic School Council. If you have an existing set of bylaws, they will be a great place to start your review. Use your current bylaws/policies as a resource discussion tool. 

· Adopt CCCSC by-law template. See section 4 of this binder. 

For more information about this topic, please refer to section 7.1-7.16 and 12.4 of the Ontario Ministry of Education Handbook “School Councils – A Guide for Members”.

Task Timeline

· School council appointed chairperson and committee
· School council approved timeline for project
· Team reviewed the resource documents

· Team reviewed old bylaws

· Review CCCSC by-law template 

· Circulated draft to team

· Team complete sections of CCCSC by-law were indicated 

· Team met to review and discuss 

· Team edited for changes and grammar/spelling

· Final draft circulated to all school council members (two weeks before meeting)

· Draft presented to all school council members (special meeting)

· Draft discussed
· Motion made to approve the Catholic School Council bylaws







“We are all pencils in the hand of God.”





Mother Teresa
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