



DUFFERIN-PEEL CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
EMPLOYEE RELATIONS DEPARTMENT

January 25, 2008

MEMO TO: 
All Principals
FROM:  
Joseph Geiser, Superintendent of Employee Relations
RE:

CHARITABLE GAMING LICENCES:  Bingo Lotteries, Raffle Lotteries and Lottery Schemes
As a follow-up to the Memo of September 19, 2005 to Principals and Vice-Principals, from Executive Council, that suspended all lotteries and bingos until further notice, we have been asked to provide some clarification as to whether a license is required when a school or a Catholic School Council wishes to organize a raffle, which, under the Criminal Code of Canada, is defined as a 'lottery scheme'.  
'Charitable Gaming' refers to lottery schemes permitted, by a license, under the Criminal Code of Canada.    A lottery scheme may be defined as any scheme which has the following three components:

*  a prize (no minimum dollar amount)

*  a chance (to win the prize) and

*  a consideration or fee


Under the Lottery Licensing Policy of the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario, please be advised that a school Principal and/or a Catholic School Council would be eligible to apply for a license.  Under the complex process, the application is reviewed to determine eligibility for a lottery license, and also whether the proposed use of lottery proceeds is eligible.  Once a license has been obtained, there are numerous administrative responsibilities, including financial obligations to be adhered to, under the direction of the licensing authority as hereinafter mentioned.  
It is important to note that legislation requires that a license must be obtained in order for a school or a Catholic School Council to run a raffle, bingo or any such gaming event.




For your information and assistance, the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario (AGCO) is the licensing authority for:

- ticket raffle lotteries for total prizes over $50,000.00

- bingo events, with prize board over $5,500.00

- etc.
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The Municipality (in which your school is located) is the licensing authority for:

- ticket raffle lotteries for total prizes of $50,00.00 and under

- bingo events, with prize boards of up to $5,500.00

- bazaar lotteries, if and when raffle events are included 

- etc. 

Information and Application Forms can be obtained as follows:

a) From the AGCO, either on their website, or by telephone, (416) 326-8700. 

b) City of Brampton:  Licensing Administration Office in the City Clerk's Office, 

    (905) 874 - 2551

c) City of Mississauga, Lottery Licensing, (905) 896-5657

d) Town of Caledon, Lottery Licensing, (905) 584-2272

In summary, all lottery schemes, prior to their commencement or prior to seeking a license, must be approved by you. The Catholic School Council, after receiving your approval, shall take all legal responsibility for obtaining the correct licensing needs to comply with all existing legislation.  As well, for your information, all who access school facilities, through the Board's Permit process, shall be responsible for the necessary license.  
Please be aware that conducting or allowing a raffle at your school, without a license, would be unlawful under the Criminal Code of Canada.  Please govern yourself accordingly.

Thank you.
/cc
c:  
Trustees


Executive Council


Supervisory Officers


Chair, Catholic School Councils

Roland Lawton, General Manager


