The Ontario Association of Parents in Catholic Education
Workshop
The Ontario Association of Parents in Catholic Education (OAPCE) is a non-profit organization that was founded in 1939. The OAPCE is the voice of parents and guardians of children enrolled in the publicly funded Catholic System of Education in Ontario. It is the only association recognized by the Ministry of Education and the Institute for Catholic Education (ICE) as representing the parents/guardians of children in the publicly funded system of Catholic education. .  

The OAPCE representative is an appointed position, and every Catholic school is legislated to have an OAPCE rep on their school council. (Regulation 612) The purpose of this position is to provide contact between the school council and the parent Association. These OAPCE Reps will sit as part of the Dufferin-Peel Regional Association of Parents in Catholic Education (DPRAPCE), which is a Regional OAPCE committee, and become the conduit to share parents’ views and concerns with the OAPCE

Parents in Catholic Education History

For at least 170 years, Catholic parents in Ontario have been dedicated to working with, bringing together, and assisting all those who share responsibility for Catholic education, in their efforts to promote and maintain Catholic schools in this province. It had been a long and  hard struggle from catechism taught in parish rectories and Catholic homes in the 1830’s to what ultimately resulted in the most significant event in the history of Catholic education, namely the successful passing of the Tache Act in 1855, which gave the “..right of Upper Canada’s Catholic minority to create and manage their own schools”.

In 1841 the First School Act for the United Province of Canada allowed the creation of denominational schools. In spite of a tremendous amount of sectarian religious conflict, which endured until BNA Act and Confederation in 1867, the Scott Act of 1863 provided Catholic school trustees with more rights and privileges and gave Catholic schools a share of the Canadian government’s Common School Fund. Although Catholic schools were allowed a share of the Common School Fund by the Canadian government- thus alleviating some of the financial pressure on the parents themselves- it was only with the passage of Bill 120 by the William Davis government in 1985 that this province’s Catholic schools would finally receive extended public funding to grades 11,12 and 13. Today all 4 school boards receive equal funding from the government.
In 2007, over 1,000,000 Roman Catholic parents represent at least 600,000 children, attending Ontario’s publicly funded Catholic school system. This system has evolved, grown and worked, since the mid 19th Century, because parents saw the need and supported it. The devotion and perseverance of Catholic parents during the long and valiant history of Catholic education in this province was aided by the dedication of Catholic leaders and the generosity of Catholic religious orders.
Parents continue to support the publicly funded Catholic education system under the umbrella of the Ontario Association of Parents in Catholic Education. The OAPCE, which is dedicated to the preservation and enhancement of that system, represents parents and guardians of children enrolled in Catholic education across the province and ensures that their voice is heard at all levels of government and among other partners in this important ministry.

OAPCE History

December 1939 – The Catholic Parent-Teacher Association movement is founded. Monsignor Feeney negotiates with the American PTA for the use of the name. Bishop Kidd sees the need for such an association and appoints Monsignor Feeney to spearhead the organization.

1943 – Monsignor Feeney, speaking at the annual convention of the Ontario Education Association brings the idea of the Catholic Parent-Teacher Associations (CPTA) across the province, stating that they are founded and exist because of the real need for closer union among the home, school and the Church.

April 19, 1949 – The inaugural meeting of the Federation of Catholic Parents Associations of Ontario takes place in Toronto. The late Bishop of London, the Most Rev. John Christopher Cody, works to form the Federation and secure a Provincial Charter for the Association.
The first constitution, drawn up by Father Harrigan, is presented, approved, and adopted at the first general meeting and has formed the basis of further revisions and amendments.

September 1951- The FCPTAO becomes an incorporated Federation. 
February 1953- The first FCPTAO news bulletins (50,000 copies) are distributed out of Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario.

October 1975- Fr. Fogarty presents a landmark address regarding the rights of Catholic Schools to the FCPTAO convention in Ottawa.

June 1982- The first of 500 new sets of the revised “CPTA Information Packages” consisting of 5 booklets on the goals, responsibilities, and governance of CPTAs is distributed.

The Federation becomes the unified voice of parents in our Catholic Schools. The Ministry of Education and the Catholic partners recognize this and include the Federation in all discussions and reforms.
1996- The name of the Federation is changed to the Ontario Federation of Catholic School Associations.

January 1998- Status as Board Member on the Institute for Catholic Education (ICE) is received.

April 1998- At the AGM, the delegates ratify the name change to the Ontario Association of Parents in Catholic Education. 
April 2001- Regulation 612 for School Councils passed whereby an OAPCE representative is mandated on all Catholic School Councils for schools who are members of the Association.
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