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COURSE NAME:  Grade 12 English 

COURSE CODE: OLC 401 

LEVEL: 
ELIGIBILITY: 

Open 
At least 1 unsuccessful result 
on the OSSLT 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course is designed to help students acquire and demonstrate the cross-curricular literacy skills that are evaluated by the 
Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT). Students who complete the course successfully will meet the provincial literacy 
requirement for graduation. Students will read a variety of informational, narrative, and graphic texts and will produce a variety of 
forms of writing, including summaries, information paragraphs, opinion pieces, and news reports. Students will also maintain and 
manage a portfolio containing a record of their reading experiences and samples of their writing. 
Eligibility requirement: Students who have been eligible to write the OSSLT at least twice and who have been unsuccessful at least 
once are eligible to take the course. (Students who have already met the literacy requirement for graduation may be eligible to take 
the course under special circumstances, at the discretion of the principal.) 
 

HOW THIS COURSE SUPPORTS THE ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS 
The Grade 12 OSSLC continues an important journey.  This course, leading to graduation and employment, focuses on a personal 
mission, or calling, to gain and share skills and gifts. Its emphasis on reading and writing skills leads students “to develop their God-
given potential and make meaningful contributions to society” (CGE 5h and c). The activities are meant to bring success to students 
who have not formerly experienced success.  As students progress in the course, they move from writing sentences to paragraphs, 
essays, reports, and, finally, the independent study.  
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Unit Title Resources Learning Outcomes/Activities 

Reading  and  Writing  
for  Personal  
Success 

a  variety  of  graphic  
and  informational  
texts,  brochures,  
magazines,  and  
websites 

Students  read  many  self-selected  and  teacher-assigned  informational,  
narrative,  and  graphic  texts  of  varying  lengths  and  degrees  of  challenge  
on  a  range  of  topics,  including  topics  relevant  to  the  students’  interests  
and  post-secondary  destinations 

Community  Voice  
Through  Reading  
and  Writing 

a  variety  of  essays,  
for  reading  and  
writing  purposes 

Sstudents  are  required  to  produce  several  pieces  of  writing,  on  self-
selected  and  teacher  assigned  topics,  in  each  of  the  four  forms. 
Students  are  also  asked  to  write  in  other  forms  relevant  to  their  
personal  interests  and  future  destinations.  

Reading  and  Writing  
as  Community  
Action 

 reading  and  writing  
of  the  printed  and  
electronic  resources 

Students  demonstrate  their  understanding  of  texts  and  their  skills  in  
three  key  areas  in  various  ways,  through  written  and  oral  answers  to  
questions,  through  discussions  and  teacher-student  conferences,  and  
through  written  responses  to  texts. 

Demonstrating  
Success  in  Reading  
and  Writing 

a  compilation  of  
resources  used  in  the  
previous  units. 
Students  complete  a  
culminating  project  
(CPT) 

Students  are  required  to  demonstrate  in  their  writing  all  of  the  key  skills  
measured  on  the  test. Students  also  learn  and  are  expected  to  
demonstrate  their  use  of  the  writing  process,  which  provides  a  
necessary  framework  for  their  writing. 

Resources 

Texts are property of St. Edmund 
Campion Secondary School and the 
Board of Education.  All resources 
assigned to students are the 
responsibility of the student. Students 

are expected to return texts to their 
teachers in the condition which they were 
received. Damaged and/or lost texts must 
be replaced through payment in cash to 
the teacher, or by debit/credit card in the 
main office. Payment must be received 
before additional resources are given 
to the student.  
 

Signed:              
Date:      

ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION 
An effective program in English will include a balance of assessment for learning and 
assessment of learning tasks.  
Evaluation Structure:  
 Knowledge/Understanding 25%   

Thinking     25% 
 Communication  25%   

Application  25% 
 
Student marks will be determined by evaluating process & product in a balanced manner with 
respect to the four categories.  
 
Please refer to the list of expectations for policies regarding late and missing  
assignments as outlined in the student agenda.  
 
Ongoing Assessment and Evaluation       70%     
Culminating Activity         30% 
A student whose achievement is below 50% at the end of a course will not obtain a credit for 
the course.   



Building Reading Skills  
OVERALL EXPECTATIONS – By the end of this course, students will:  
1. demonstrate the ability to read and respond to a variety of texts;   
2. demonstrate understanding of the organizational structure and features of a variety of informational, narrative, and graphic texts, including 
information paragraphs, opinion pieces, textbooks, newspaper reports and magazine stories and short fiction;  
3. demonstrate understanding of the content and meaning of informational, narrative, and graphic texts that they have read using a variety of 
reading strategies; 
4. use a variety of strategies to understand unfamiliar and specialized words and expressions in informational, narrative, and graphic texts. 
 
 

Building Writing Skills   

OVERALL EXPECTATIONS – By the end of this course, students will:  
1.demonstrate the ability to use the writing process by generating and organizing ideas and producing first drafts, revised drafts, and final 
polished pieces to complete a variety of writing tasks; 
2.use knowledge of writing forms, and of the connections between form, audience, and purpose, to write summaries, information paragraphs, 
opinion pieces, news reports, and personal reflections, incorporating graphic elements where necessary and appropriate 
 
  

Understanding and Assessing Growth in Literacy 

OVERALL EXPECTATIONS – By the end of this course, students will:  
1.demonstrate understanding of the importance of communications skills in their everyday live-at school, at work, and at home; 
2.demonstrate understanding of their own roles and responsibilities in the learning process; 
3.demonstrate understanding of the reading and writing processes and of the roles of reading and writing in learning; 

4.demonstrate understanding of their own growth in literacy during the course.  

EVALUATION POLICY 
Students will assessed and evaluated using a variety of methods to measure process work, final products, skills displayed, and metacognition. 
Tests, quizzes, assignments, presentations, cooperative learning activities and other methods of evaluation will be used at the teacher's 
discretion.  Students who do not submit assignments or do not participate in activities may not provide sufficient data for assessment and 
evaluation of Ministry Expectations and therefore, will not gain their credit.    Please refer to the list of expectations for policies regarding late 
and missing assignments as outlined in the student agenda.  

                                                                
CATEGORY 

BETWEEN           
0-49% 

LEVEL 1:  
50-64% 

LEVEL 2:  
50-64% 

LEVEL 3:  
65-79% 

LEVEL 4:  
80-100% 

KNOWLEDGE/UNDERSTANDING 

 KNOWLEDGE OF FORMS OF TEXTS AND STRATEGIES, 
PROCESSES AND CONVENTIONS 

 UNDERSTANDING OF TEXTS READ (CONTENT, CONCEPTS, 
IDEAS, FACTS, THEMES) AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE 

 UNDERSTANDING OF THE IMPORTANCE OF READING AND 
WRITING SKILLS 

 PERFORMANCE 

THAT SHOWS 

LIMITED READING 

AND WRITING 

SKILLS. THE 

STUDENT MAY BE 

APPROACHING 

THE LEVEL OF 

LITERACY 

REQUIRED FOR 

GRADUATION BUT 

CANNOT BE 

DEEMED TO HAVE 

MET THE 

REQUIREMENT 

AND DOES NOT 

EARN A CREDIT 

FOR THE 

COURSE. 

 

 

PERFORMANCE 
THAT SHOWS 
MODERATE 
SKILL IN 
READING AND 
WRITING. THE 
STUDENT HAS 
ACHIEVED THE 
LEVEL OF 
LITERACY 
REQUIRED FOR 
GRADUATION, 
AND EARNS A 
CREDIT FOR 
THE COURSE. 

A MODERATE 
LEVEL OF 
ACHIEVEMENT.  
ACHIEVEMENT 
IS BELOW, BUT 
APPROACHING 
THE 
PROVINCIAL 
STANDARD. 

PERFORMANCE 
THAT SHOWS 
CONSIDERABLE 
SKILL IN 
READING AND 
WRITING. THE 
STUDENT HAS 
EXCEEDED THE 
LEVEL OF 
LITERACY 
REQUIRED FOR 
GRADUATION, 
AND EARNS A 
CREDIT FOR 
THE COURSE. 

 A SKILFUL 

AND 

EFFECTIVE 

PERFORMANCE 

IN READING 

AND WRITING. 
THE STUDENT 

HAS 

SIGNIFICANTLY 

EXCEEDED THE 

LEVEL OF 

LITERACY 

REQUIRED FOR 

GRADUATION, 
AND EARNS A 

CREDIT FOR 

THE COURSE. 

 

THINKING 

 CRITICAL AND CREATIVE SKILLS, PLANNING SKILLS, 
ORGANIZING SKILLS, PROCESSING SKILLS, AND SELF-
ASSESSMENT SKILLS  

COMMUNICATION 

 COMMUNICATING OF IDEAS AND INFORMATION ORALLY 
AND IN WRITING  THROUGH VARIOUS FORMS 

 ORGANIZATION, USE OF APPROPRIATE CHOICE OF 

LANGUAGE, TONE AND STYLE FOR AUDIENCE AND 
PURPOSE 

 GRAMMAR, LANGUAGE USAGE, SPELLING, PUNCTUATION 

APPLICATION  

 OF LITERACY SKILLS IN NEW CONTEXTS (TO SELF, TO 
SCHOOL, TO WORLD, TO OTHER TEXTS) 

 APPLYING KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS IN FAMILIAR AND NEW 
CONTEXTS 

 WRITING AND REWRITING (USE OF PROCESS) 

 APPLYING CONCEPTS AND TERMS AND THE WRITING 
PROCESS AND READING STRATEGIES 

  

CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS AND STRANDS IN THE ENGLISH CURRICULUM 
The expectations identified for each course describe the knowledge and skills that students are expected to develop and demonstrate. The 
expectations in OLC 401 English curriculum are organized into three areas of learning: Building Reading Skills, Building Writing Skills, and 
Understanding and Assessing Growth in Literacy. Taken together, the  Overall and Specific Expectations represent the mandated curriculum.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        


