
      Dufferin-Peel Catholic District Board 
 

2008-2009 Budget Fact Sheet 
 
 

This document provides a high level overview of key areas of the budget, including the budget 
pressures and challenges this board faces. 

 
 
 
In March of this year, the Ministry of Education announced the initial funding levels it will 
allocate to all school boards in Ontario in 2008-2009.  These Grants for Students Needs (GSN) 
are the primary revenue source that funds education in this province.  
 
The Education Act requires all School Boards to submit a balanced budget to the Ministry of 
Education.  As a result, this Board must ensure projected 2008-2009 expenditures do not 
exceed available revenues.  Our Board needs to continue to employ prudent fiscal management 
in order to meet this criterion as we, along with other boards are faced with the fact that there 
are funding gaps between what it costs to deliver education and what the province is able to 
fund. 
 
As we emerge from a period of difficult budget constraints and embark in the development of 
the 2008-2009 budget, we are well aware of the continued budget pressures and uncertainties 
that exist for our Board today and in the future.  
 
Last year we made considerable progress in launching an improved budget development 
process and various other important financial management reforms. 
 
It’s important to note that school boards have limited flexibility in how they spend their funds 
as most GSN’s are earmarked for specific purposes.  For Dufferin-Peel, salaries and benefits 
consume 88 percent of the operating budget.  When you consider other obligations like student 
transportation, utilities and other contracts there is a mere 4 percent available for all other 
discretionary operating requirements.   
 
In summary, the Board needs to determine how it will position itself to meet budget challenges, 
maximize opportunities and deliver quality Catholic education to our students.   
 
We look forward to hearing from our partners in Catholic education at the Public Budget 
Consultation session scheduled: 
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Tuesday May 6, 2008 
Catholic Education Centre 

Room 301 
6:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

 
 

GRANTS FOR STUDENTS NEEDS 
 
The following chart outlines the Board’s preliminary funding allocation for 2008-2009 as 
compared to 2007-2008. 

 

PRELIMINARY GRANTSPRELIMINARY GRANTS
20082008--2009 Preliminary compared to 20072009 Preliminary compared to 2007--20082008

1.30$  0.9$   69.3  $   68.4 Capital

%$ Millions

1.92$ 14.5 $ 768.9$ 754.4TOTAL GSN

1.99$ 13.6$ 699.6$ 686.0Operating

Increase/(Decrease)2008-2009
Preliminary 

Estimate

2007-2008
Revised 

Estimates

PRELIMINARY 
GRANT 

REVENUE

 
 
Salaries and benefits continue to represent the major portion of operating expenditures at 88%.  Any 
reductions in other operating expenditures will increase this proportion. 
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ENROLMENTS 
 
Education Funding is based on a number of variables, but student enrolment continues to 
be the central factor in determining the Board’s GSN.  The following illustrates the 
Board’s enrolment trend since 2004-2005.  All across the province boards are 
experiencing a decline in enrolment.   

48,000

49,500

51,000

52,500

54,000

2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08
Projection

2008/09
Projection

Elementary  (7.5)% decrease since 2004/05

 
 

28,000

29,500

31,000

32,500

34,000

2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08
Projection

2008/09
Projection

Secondary   14.8% increase since 2004/05
 

 
 

ENROLMENT 2004-2005
Actual 

2005-2006
Actual 

2006-2007
Actual 

2007-2008 
Projection 

2008-2009 
Projection 

Elementary 53,581 53,222 53,229 50,583 49,546 

Secondary 28,656 30,373 30,266 32,367 32,895 

TOTAL 82,237 83,595 83,495 82,950 82,441 

 



Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board 
2008-2009 Budget Fact Sheet 

 

 
Page 4 of 4 

 
 

BUDGET PRESSURES & CHALLENGES 
 
 

  IImmppaacctt  ooff  eennrroollmmeenntt  ddeecclliinnee  
  SSaallaarryy  aanndd  bbeenneeffiitt  ffuunnddiinngg  ggaappss  bbeettwweeeenn  MMiinniissttrryy  ffuunnddiinngg  
bbeenncchhmmaarrkkss  aanndd  aaccttuuaall  eexxppeennddiittuurreess  

  SSppeecciiaall  eedduuccaattiioonn  nneeeeddss  
  OOnn--ggooiinngg  rreedduuccttiioonnss  ttoo  ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt  bbuuddggeettss  aanndd  sscchhooooll  bbuuddggeettss  
  OOccccaassiioonnaall  tteeaacchhiinngg  eexxppeennddiittuurreess  
  TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  
  IInnffllaattiioonn  
  SSuussttaaiinnaabbiilliittyy  ooff  MMiinniissttrryy  ffuunnddeedd  iinniittiiaattiivveess  ((ii..ee..  MMIISSAA//OOnnSSIISS  aanndd  
BBiillll  221122  SSaaffee  SScchhoooollss  LLeeggiissllaattiioonn,,  eettcc..))  

  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  iinnffrraassttrruuccttuurree  nneeeeddss  
  CCuurrrriiccuulluumm  rreessoouurrccee  rreenneewwaall  
  CCaappiittaall  ffuunnddiinngg  
  SScchhooooll  ccoonnssoolliiddaattiioonnss  

 
 

NEXT STEPS 
 
 

  CCoonndduucctt  PPuubblliicc  BBuuddggeett  CCoonnssuullttaattiioonn  sseessssiioonn  oonn  MMaayy  66,,  22000088..  

  RReevviieeww  aanndd  aannaallyyzzee  ssuuggggeessttiioonnss  aanndd  iinnppuutt  ffrroomm  ssttaakkeehhoollddeerrss  iinn  

tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy,,  tthhee  SSppeecciiaall  EEdduuccaattiioonn  AAddvviissoorryy  CCoommmmiitttteeee,,  

TTrruusstteeeess  aanndd  AAssssoocciiaattiioonnss..  

  FFiinnaalliizzee  aanndd  pprreesseenntt  tthhee  22000088--22000099  EEssttiimmaatteedd  BBuuddggeett  ttoo  tthhee  

BBooaarrdd  iinn  JJuunnee..  

  SSuubbmmiitt  aanndd  ffiillee  tthhee  22000088--22000099  EEssttiimmaatteedd  BBuuddggeett  ttoo  tthhee  MMiinniissttrryy  

ooff  EEdduuccaattiioonn  bbyy  JJuunnee  3300,,  22000088..  


