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Directions: Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow.


Guelph Teen Makes Mark on In-Line Skating Circuit
By Valerie Hill

	At 16 years of age, the lanky and athletic Sean Knight tends to attract a lot of attention, particularly after leaping onto a narrow, metal hand railing on his in-line skates and sliding several metres before making a perfect landing.  Defying gravity and every other law known to physics, the Guelph teen is a champion “aggressive skater”, a term describing the high level of skill necessary to perform numerous mind-boggling tricks while spinning along on eight little plastic wheels.  He currently holds a 12th place ranking in Canada – not bad for a kid who started skating less than three years ago.
	“A couple of friends were skating and I thought it was fun,” he says.  “First, I started jumping curbs.”  His next step was finding more challenging obstacles, such as the railings in front of a nearby townhouse complex.  Neighbours, rather than complaining about Knight and his friends, view the sport as wonderful entertainment.  “They come out to watch us…They offer us drinks and stuff,” says the grade 12 Guelph Collegiate student.
	With few places to learn the skills and no coach available, Knight turned to skating videos, carefully watching the pros in action, then trying to copy their moves.  “You see something and if you have the guts, you try it,” he says.  Watching the pros through the critical eye of a learner, the teen was deeply impressed by their abilities.  “It’s like they have no feeling in their bodies.  It seems like it just comes to them and they never fall.”  Now, of course, he knows better and realizes the amount of work necessary to reach that level, not to mention the prerequisite number of bumps and bruises.  He’s also learned about the importance of quality skates, which are shaped similar to a downhill ski boot but come equipped with shocks in the heel area.  They can easily run up to $400.  Even the wheels – which must be changed frequently – cost about $80 per set.  “They wear down and get lopsided,” he says.
	Unlike most other sports, in-line skating is based on freestyle moves, where skaters choreograph what they think will impress the judges.  There are, however, some standard jumps, most sporting names like alley oop, fishbrain, fakil 720, true spin alley oop, mitsu, and grind (riding a metal rail).  When Knight had enough confidence and ability, he temporarily left the neighbourhood streets and began skating on to Rampage in Toronto, where most of the competitions are held.  Last year was his first as a competitive skater, starting with events held by the skating clubs, then moving on to the more difficult Canadian Aggressive Tour that made stops across the country, including the Rampage club.  “I came in 13 out of 25…That was my first year,” he says.
	This summer, the Canadian Nationals came to Toronto and he was able to place in the top five during a qualifier on the previous weekend.  When the main event rolled around, he was shocked to learn the judges had bumped him up to the expert class, instead of intermediate.  Suddenly he was faced with skating against the top performers he’d seen on all those videos.  “I loved it,” he admits.  “All the pros were there.  We got to talk to them.”  He also got to beat a few.  Knight placed 12th, barely missing out on a chance to move on to appear at the international competition in the United States.  “The top 10 advanced and went to Las Vegas,” he says.
	Competitions in aggressive skating are enough to give any parent nightmares.  The kids must perform their own routines, skating in a sprawling course full of ramps, rails, and even pyramids.  Judges are looking for speed, control, and – above all – level of difficulty, particularly in the height gained during a jump.  One of Knight’s favourite moves involves rolling up a “launch” ramp backward, completing two spins in mid air, then landing, preferably upright.  As for his parents, “they support me big time,” says the highly personable youth.  His mother, however, had a hard time watching her son perform some of the more dangerous stunts.  “She freaked out,” he admits.  His parents also relinquished most of their garage to accommodate a six-metre ramp, and their rec-room where an eight-centimetre pipe propped up on wooden supports cuts through the centre.
	Next summer, Knight plans on attending Camp Woodward in Pennsylvania – the largest of its kind in the world.  The camp recruits the best in the sport in all three disciplines: in-line skating, BMX bicycling, and skateboarding.  As winter closes in and he’s forced to give up outdoor skating, Knight and his pals – they call themselves the 519 Crew – will keep practicing, using an indoor ramp they built together this summer from plans found on the internet.  At home, he’ll work out on weights and use a trampoline to practice spins.
	With such a promising start, by next summer, he might just make it to the top.


Multiple Choice											
Directions: Circle the best response for each question.


1. What term is used to refer to Sean Knight 
    in paragraph one? (1K)
	a 	“daredevil”
	b 	“rotten punk”
	c	“champion skater”
	d	“aggressive skater”

2. The word “prerequisite” in paragraph 
    three means (1K)
	a	painful.
	b	previous.
	c	required.
	d	unnecessary.

3. Sean learned his skating skills by (1K)
	a	excellent coaching.
	b	watching videos.
	c	going to skating school.
	d	copying pros in action.
	e	both b and d.










Short Answer 												

4. Using information from the passage, explain why Sean has used the method(s) you selected in 
    question three to learn his craft. (2K)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. How much do the wheels cost for a pair of in-line skates? (1K)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Using information from the passage, explain TWO things that Sean has learned about in-line 
    skating. (2K)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What phrases or details are used in the passage that indicate that the author supports or agrees 
    with Sean Knight’s hobby and goals? (2K)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. After placing in the Canadian Nationals in Toronto, where did the top 10 participants go to 
    compete? (1K)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Why are Sean’s parents so worried about him? (1T)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Explain why Sean wishes to attend Camp Woodward next summer. (2T)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. Using information from the passage and your own ideas, explain why you think extreme 
      sports are so popular. (2T)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. How did previewing the text features (title, photo, etc.) help you to understand the text?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. Sean describes his dreams and goals in the article.  In a complete paragraph using linking 
      words (transitions), answer the following: 
	i. 	identify one of your goals
	ii.	provide two reasons why this is one of your MOST important goals
iii. explain three strategies (ways) that you will go about attaining your goal

(answer on a separate sheet of paper)
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