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BRAMALEA NORTH REVIEW AREA
Public Meeting #4 – Wednesday, May 28, 2008 – 7:00 p.m.
 Location - St. Thomas Aquinas Secondary School 
Present:   Alex Tucciarone, Chairperson, Acting Superintendent of Schools, Brampton Central 
  Beth Bjarnason, Manager of Planning, DPCDSB 
  Stephanie Cox, Planner, DPCDSB 
    
  ARC Members – Mother Mary Ward, Lester B. Pearson, St. Marguerite Bourgeoys and                   
  St. Anthony Schools
Staff:
    Ann Di Iorio, Recorder – Administrative Assistant - Superintendent of Planning _________________________________________________________________________________
Alex Tucciarone called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
1. Opening Prayer & Introduction

     Alex Tucciarone-Acting Superintendent –Brampton Central – DPCDSB
Alex Tucciarone invited attendees to join him in the opening prayer for the Month of Mary. Alex then thanked staff and the community for attending the ARC Public Meetings and for their dedication to their communities.  Alex expressed staff’s appreciation to the ARC members and for their dedicated attendance and work with the ARC process. 
Alex then reviewed the next steps and also informing attendees that after the third Public Meeting, the ARC members met and that they had completed the task of preparing a preliminary report.  During this meeting, staff had a break-out session to another room.  Staff was available as resource to the ARC if necessary. The Committee prepared the recommendations which were shared at the meeting later in the program and also in these minutes.
2. Community Meeting #3 Review
Beth Bjarnason – Manager of Planning Department – DPCDSB

     Beth Bjarnason, Manager of Planning, thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  
      
      Beth advised that if any attendees had not attended the previous public meetings, to 

      please see her after tonight’s meeting and she could advise them how to get information 
      and answer any pending questions.   

3.    ARC Recommendations

      Stephanie Cox, Planner, Planning Department – DPCDSB

Stephanie Cox, Planner, reviewed the schools in the Bramalea North Review Area as: Lester B. Pearson, Mother Mary Ward, St. Anthony and St. Marguerite Bourgeoys. Stephanie then reviewed the original preferred options. 

OPTION A
Close Mother Mary Ward and send Areas G and H to St. Anthony.  Move Area I to Lester B. Pearson, phasing out over time.  Existing students in Area I would also have the option of attending Lester B. Pearson.

OPTION B

Close St. Marguerite Borgeouys and Mother Mary Ward 

Move all students to St. Anthony and phase out Area B and I to Lester B. Pearson over time.  Existing students from area B and I would have the option of attending Lester B. Pearson.
OPTION C
Close Mother Mary Ward and St. Anthony

Move Mother Mary Ward students to Lester B. Pearson and the St. Anthony students to St. Marguerite Bourgeouys.

Please note that these OPTIONS are posted on the board website.

ARC RECOMMENDATIONS
Stephanie reiterated that the Committee met to review and discuss the original options as well as input received at the Public meetings.  Based on their discussion and deliberations the Committee has put forward the following new recommendations.

The ARC recommendations are as follows:

Recommendation 1

STATUS QUO
No changes

      Stephanie then advised that PTR (Prohibitive to repair) funding would be 
      

     available for an addition/renovation.  St. Anthony and Lester B. Pearson’s enrolment 

     numbers would likely justify an addition, rather than a new school.   An addition or 

     renovation would be subject to Ministry and Board approval.

Recommendation 2

OPTION A
Close Mother Mary Ward and move students to St. Anthony
Stephanie advised that that PTR (Prohibitive to repair) funds would be available possibly for an addition or renovation, but unlikely available for the construction of a new building.  An additional renovation would be subject to Ministry and Board approval.
Recommendation 3
OPTION C
Close St. Anthony and move students to St. Marguerite Bourgeoys and close Mother Mary Ward and move students to Lester B. Pearson.


      Stephanie advised that the PTR (Prohibitive to repair) funds could be utilized for an 

      addition, renovation or rebuilding. A feasibility study would be required.  Approval 

     would be subject to Ministry and Board approval.  

     A report to the Director of Education is to be submitted to the Director of Education, 

     within 30 days of this meeting.
4.    Future Implementation 

     Beth Bjarnason, Manager of Planning, Planning Department – DPCDSB

      Beth Bjarnason reviewed the steps for the Proposed Implementation Timeline as 

      follows:

· September 2008 – Status Quo

· Timeline would suggest that consolidations could be effective for September 2009

· Commencement of any phasing options could also be effective for September 2009

· The dates are subject to PTR funding and the accommodation of students while construction is occurring
· Exception would be for Providence Central East students hosted at Mother Mary Ward.  All students to be relocated to Our Lady of Providence effective September 2009 (phasing would not apply) – Approved by the Board in February 2008.

       Next Steps

· ARC report to the Director of Education

· Staff report to the Board of Trustees

· Special Meeting dates of the Board of Trustees



Beth Bjarnason explained that the staff report would be made available to the Public 

in late August, 2008. The Board invites the community to speak and address 


the Board of Trustees at the special meetings in the Fall with their comments. Letters 

will be distributed during the 
month of June identifying the dates of the meetings.  

They will also be published in the local paper and posted on the Board’s website: 


www.dpcdsb.org


The Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board has tentatively scheduled a 


series of Administration and Finance Committee Meetings to hear delegations from 

the Bramalea North community regarding the proposed recommendations by the 


ARC and Board staff.


Trustees will hear from the communities during the meeting of the Board, when 


Trustees are asked to consider the ARC reports and Staff reports.



Community members will be given an opportunity to speak at the Board public 


meeting.  All delegations must be registered in advance, which will be made clear via 

Newsletters and the local community paper.  Sixty days notice will be publicly 


announced of the third meeting.



Groups are encouraged to make a joint presentation and community members may 

send a letter if they do not wish to speak in a Public forum.
   5.     Comments Period/Next Steps
  
       Superintendent /Staff/ARC Members

      Alex Tucciarone thanked everyone for attending the meetings and their continued 

      contributions and support for going on our journey from October until now. The floor 
      was then opened up for a Comment/Question period.
1. Beth Bjarnason responded to a question from a parent regarding the timelines of the report to the Director of Education and that the report was due thirty days from this public meeting, held on May 28, 2008.
2. A parent requested a clarification of Option C and that if those student went to St. Marguerite Bourgeoys, then the total would be over 400 students.


Beth advised that there would be sufficient numbers to consider rebuilding with PTR 

funds.  The Ministry will not allow a Board to build a school if the numbers are fewer 

than 400, as this would be taxpayers money used.


In response to a question regarding temporary accommodation; by using Lester B. 

Pearson as an example only, Beth clarified that this would then be a three stage 


process.  The first stage would be to knock down the existing building to build a new 

one.  There would be a one year transition period and Planning would have to look at 

alternative accommodation.  The ARC suggested that students stay at Mother Mary 

Ward (for this particular scenario).  The Board would hold off on moving students 

until the permanent structure was built.  All students being directed to the rebuilt 


school would then be transferred to the rebuilt school.


      3.   A parent questioned the criteria for transportation, especially for children who 


will be walking and how did we expect these children to get to school because of    

distance.



Stephanie Cox advised that at Public Meeting #2 she clarified that the 



Transportation Department would do an assessment, once a decision was made.  

     
Transportation assesses how busy areas are and if there would be specific hazards that 

would warrant bussing within the Board approved distances, which also comply with 

the bussing distances for Peel Board of Education.


      4.  A parent from St. Marguerite Bourgeoys commented on how she recognized what a 
           difficult job that the Planning Department and Staff had and thanked staff for their 
           
           diplomacy and realized that the jobs of the staff and ARC were not easy.

      5.  A parent from St. Anthony commented on her concerns of the school closing, 

           along with her personal frustrations and also a history of her family attending 

           St. Anthony School.

      6.   A parent from Mother Mary Ward listened to a program called “Hawk Live” and 


that Kathleen Wynne, Minister of Education, spoke about how she supported small 

schools. 


Alex Tucciarone commented that the Ministry of Education mandated the ARC 


process which the Board has followed.
· Fall – 2008 Board Meetings, dates to be announced

  
  Attendance at this meeting was calculated according to the count on the sign-in-sheets 
  provided at the meeting, as follows:


  Lester B. Pearson 

=
    4
  
              Mother Mary Ward 
=
  22          

  St. Anthony


=
    6        

  St. Marguerite Bourgeoys
=
  18       


  TOTAL


=
  50      
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