Boolean Language:  Helping You Research Better

The OR Operator:

1. Using OR between words says to the database that you will accept any item that meets either criterion. 

2. OR is useful for separating words that represent the same general idea or concept. 

3. The resulting set will be larger (broader) than the set from a single word search. 

4. How it differs from natural language: The word "or" often means that one choice of several--narrows the field rather than broadening it as in Boolean language. 

The AND Operator:

· Using AND between words says to the database that you will accept only those items that meet both criteria simultaneously. 

· AND is useful for combining concepts, for finding where two or more concepts intersect. 

· The resulting set will be smaller (narrower) than the set from a single word search. 

· How it differs from natural language: The word "and" often means an increase in number--it adds to a group rather than requires an additional feature as in Boolean language. 

The NOT Operator:

· Using NOT between words says to the database that you want everything that meets the first criterion as long as the second criterion is not present. 
· NOT is useful for excluding items, particularly when the first word has multiple contexts. 

· The resulting set will be smaller than the single word search. 

· How it differs from natural language: It doesn't! This is the easy one. 

Search Tips:

1. Use keywords.  If these do not generate the information you’re seeking try using a thesaurus to find an alternate word.

2. If you have found one source look up author’s works cited.  Try and locate some of the sources he or she used.

3. If using the internet use the FIND function to locate key words on a page.  

4. Use quotation marks around words that must be located together.




