










ESSAY PURPOSE


An essay is a form of writing in which you try to prove a point or support an opinion (thesis) 


You must give reasons for your ideas, and evidence to back up what you say


You must give the sources of your evidence! 





COMPARATIVE ESSAY


Calls for a comparison between two things:


discuss the case “for” and “against” something OR “compare” different views, events, people, or things.





INTRODUCTION


Introduce the topic in general terms.


Get the interest of your readers.


For comparative essays:


Start with a general point that establishes similarity between the two subjects, then move to the specific focus of the essay.





THESIS:


A thesis is made up of two parts:


Statement: what you are trying to prove


Plan: your list of proofs / reasons / arguments 





Examples – Poor Thesis:


We are all human beings.  –states the obvious


What is a human being? – not a statement


A human being is a creature made in the image of God. – no arguments/proofs


Examples – Acceptable Thesis:


A human being is a creature made in the image of God in that he or she has a personal, moral, and volitional nature.


A human being is a highly evolved animal that has a complex brain structure, bipedal locomotion, and the ability to communicate in language.





TOPIC SENTENCES:


Every time you start a new paragraph (argument), start with a topic sentence that reminds a reader of the reason.


After the topic sentence, give reasons, details, examples, and quotations that prove your point.





COMPARATIVE PARAGRAPHS:


Method 1 – discuss each half of the comparison in every paragraph.


e.g. Comparing Lemons and Apples


Parag. 1 – colour of lemons / colour of apples


Parag. 2 – vitamins found in lemons / vitamins found in apples


Parag. 3 – health benefits of lemons / health benefits of apples





Method 2 – alternate between the two subjects paragraph by paragraph.


e.g. Comparing Lemons and Apples


Parag. 1 – colour of lemons


Parag. 2 – colour of apples


Parag. 3 – vitamins found in lemons


Parag. 4 - vitamins found in apples


Parag. 5 – health benefits of lemons 


Parag. 6 - health benefits of apples





Method 3 – argue one side in the first half, argue the other side in the second half.


e.g. Comparing Lemons and Apples


Parag. 1 – colour of lemons


Parag. 2 – vitamins found in lemons


Parag. 3 – health benefits of lemons 


Parag. 4 – colour of apples


Parag. 5 - vitamins found in apples


Parag. 6 - health benefits of apples





CONCLUSION:


Restate the thesis and arguments (but use slightly different wording) 


 a brief summary.


Finish with an application, an implication, or a suggestion for further thought 


 what have we learned?








Essay Style:


Write in full sentences, not point form.


 Never use slang, dialect, or short forms.


 Don’t use contractions. 


 Use third person, unless your teacher gives you permission to use first person.


Use: he, she, it, they, those, them (3rd)


Do not use:  you, your (2nd);  I, me, we, us, myself (1st)





ESSAY TIPS





The Bible and Catechism – Works Cited:


Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops. Catechism of the Catholic Church. Ottawa, Ontario: Publications Service, 1994. Print.


The New Jerusalem Bible. Henry Wansbrough, gen. ed. New York: Doubleday, 1985. Print.








When citing in the body paragraphs:


Put the author’s last name (or organization) in brackets. 


Put the title of the web page if there is no author.


Put the URL up to the first slash if all else fails.


The rest of the information goes on the Works Cited page.


Example: “Small of stature,  rocklike in faith, Mother Teresa of Calcutta was entrusted with the mission of proclaiming God’s thirsting love for Humanity, especially for the poorest of the poor” (Mother Teresa of Calcutta Center Official Site).








Citations in paragraphs:


In one of the most vivid prophetic visions in the Bible, Ezekiel saw “what seemed to be four living creatures,” each with the faces of a man, a lion, an ox, and an eagle (New Jerusalem Bible, Ezek. 1.5-10). John of Patmos echoes this passage when describing his vision (Rev. 4.6-8).


 


The Catechism of the Catholic Church states “The confession (or disclosure) of sins, even from a simply human point of view, frees us and facilitates our reconciliation with others”(Catechism 1455).








Web sites:


Give the author and the paragraph number after the symbol; e.g. (Stewart ¶ 6)


Remember, web pages have authors - If there is no author, don’t use this source.


An author may be an organization.





Steps to Success:


Quote if it’s copied.


Cite the source in brackets.


Give the source in your Works Cited or References page.





ADDITIONAL TIPS








