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The Paragraph

A paragraph is a group of sentences that develops a main idea.  The main idea you are to write about is often determined by the question given or assignment provided by your teacher.  It can vary in length.  Several sentences are used to develop the main idea or topic.  A paragraph deals with ONE main idea or subject.


When composing longer pieces of writing, you will use a new paragraph to indicate a new idea.

The structure of a paragraph is as follows:

* A BEGINNING – main idea is expressed in a topic sentence.  This topic sentence informs the reader what the paragraph will be about.  The topic sentence is usually the first sentence in the paragraph.

* A MIDDLE – also called the body of the paragraph, provides more information about the topic.  The middle supporting sentences explain the main idea using logically related details, facts, reasons, or examples or quotations to prove or support the topic sentence in more depth.

* THE END – or closing sentence, provides a conclusion for your paragraph.  This last sentence acts as a summary of the topic sentence which reinforces or restates the main idea but in a different way.
ACTIVITY

Below is a sample of a well-written paragraph.  Using the letters that are in front of each sentence, label the 3 parts of the paragraph in the spaces provided.


(a)There are many reasons why teens should eat a variety of health foods.  (b)One reason teens should eat well is that it provides the body with the energy it needs to perform.  (c)Whether the teen has a math test or a 12 minute run, the brain or muscles will perform better with the proper fuel.  (d)Teens also should eat well because they are growing at an alarming rate.  (e)Therefore, teens need proper nutrients and vitamins for healthy brain and bone development.  (f)Finally, teens have the best chance at good health for later in their lives, if they choose their diet carefully now.  (g)Most teens who pay attention to the quality of calories they consume, continue to do so later in life, whereas obese children with poor eating habits are more likely to grow up to be unhealthy adults.  (h)There are many reasons why teenagers should eat a variety of healthy foods from the four main food groups.

Topic Sentence: 
sentence ______

Body Sentence(s):
sentence(s) ______

Closing Sentence:
sentence ________

The main idea expressed in the topic sentence is ______________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

The three reasons or arguments that support the main idea are:

i) ___________________________________________________________

ii) ___________________________________________________________

iii) ___________________________________________________________

The three examples that support the arguments are:

i) ___________________________________________________________

ii) ___________________________________________________________

iii) ___________________________________________________________

The idea that is restated in the concluding sentence is __________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

[image: image2.png]


The Topic Sentence – The Building Block of a Good Paragraph


The topic sentence should appear as the first sentence in a paragraph.  It tells the reader the main idea of the paragraph, and reminds the writer of his/her topic to prevent distracting details from entering one’s writing.  For any topic you are given, before you can start writing you must have a focus for your writing; that is, a topic sentence.

EXAMPLES

General Topic Given

friends
Sample Topic Sentence
Friends are important in a person’s life.

Informs the reader about
the importance of friends in the writer’s life will be discussed
Tone



positive
Audience


teacher, peers, etc.

Sample Topic Sentence
Friends can be a bad influence.

Informs the reader about
the negative affects friends can have on the writer’s life

Tone



serious, negative

Audience


peers


Both of these topic sentences are good.  Since they are completely different, the body of each paragraph would build on completely different ideas.

ACTIVITY


Now it’s your turn.  Come up with at least two different topic sentences for each of the topics below.  You only have to write the topic sentence.  Samples have been provided.

1. General Topic
television
    Topic Sentence
i) Depending on what you watch, TV can be very educational.





ii) _________________________________________________________




iii) _________________________________________________________

2. General Topic
smoking



i) Smoking has many health hazards.









ii) _________________________________________________________




iii) _________________________________________________________

3. General Topic
driving



i) Getting my driver’s license was the most nervous day of my life.





ii) _________________________________________________________




iii) _________________________________________________________
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Effective Paragraphs 
Organization, Coherence, Unity

Unity means that all sentences focus on ONE main idea.  A well-written paragraph must have unity.  Each paragraph is a block or unit of thought.  It should represent only one topic or one part of a topic.  A paragraph states a single thought.  All the facts, examples, and reasons in a unified paragraph should explain this thought.

ACTIVITY in UNITY

Read each of the sentences.  Place a TS next to the topic sentence.  Place an X on the line next to each sentence that does not develop the main idea which appears in the topic sentence.  Next, decide in what order the remaining sentences should be arranged to make a single well-written paragraph.  Number these sentences in the order in which they should occur.
1. ___
The storm of the century came out of nowhere!

    ___
Crashes of thunder could be heard and bolts of lightning could be seen before it rained.

    ___
Last year a tornado touched down.

    ___
John and Jim thought there was no way to beat the storm.

    ___
What a relief it was to finally get inside.

    ___  
The rain soaked them, and the branches were falling dangerously close as they ran.

    ___
They ran down the hill towards the barn.

2. ___ 
They never seem to be working.

___
It seems to workers that students lead easy lives only because students work and relax at different times than workers.

___ 
The truth is, though, that most students spend as many hours in class or at their studies as workers do at their jobs.

    ___
Working people sometimes think that college students live very easy lives.

    ___
When Sally was a college student, she worked over 30 hours a week.

    ___
To them it appears that students have little to do: they sleep late, talk for hours over coffee, and go to parties every night.

3. ___
Slowly, I return to my room to continue my homework.

    ___
When I am doing homework, it is very easy for me to get distracted. 

    ___
Often in the middle of an assignment, I decide that I need to call a friend and do that instead of the assignment in front of me.

    ___
I need to focus on doing my homework.

    ___
Chips and pop are my favourite snack to munch on.

    ___
Then, I’ll go into the family room to see what is on television.

    ___
First, I start to feel hungry and go into the kitchen for a snack.

    ___
I often leave my desk, lie on my bed and stare into space.


Coherence means that all your sentences are written not only in a logical order, but are also connected smoothly with linking expressions (transitions).  Read the paragraph below:


We had a hard time getting Peter out of the hole he had fallen into.  First we made a rope by linking our belts together.  Then we lowered it to Peter, telling him to grasp the end.  Once he had hold of the belt-rope, we began to pull him slowly out of the hole.  As he came up, however, no one dared to speak.  Finally we could grasp his arms, and, with a sigh of relief, we pulled him out onto the grassy bank.

a) Is the paragraph organized?


b) Does the paragraph contain transitions?  Circle each transition used.


c) Do the transitions make the passage sound better?  Why or why not?

The Good Paragraph

A Review


This exercise is designed to review the KEY elements that belong in a paragraph so you may learn to write GOOD paragraphs.

DIRECTIONS


Read the brief passage below, filling in the blanks with words from previous notes discussed in class.  Try your best.  This is not a test, but a review.  We will take it up together.


All good paragraphs should have a clear _______________________ , middle and _____________  .  The first sentence in a _________________  is called the ___________________ sentence because it introduces the subject or _________________ of the paragraph.  Every sentence in the ___________________ of the paragraph, or the body as it is called, explains and ___________________ the main idea of the topic ____________________ .  You might use facts or examples to support your main idea.  The __________________ sentence of a paragraph, also called the _______________ sentence, draws the paragraph to a close and _______________ the main idea.  When you are assigned a paragraph to write, make sure to include all 3 parts, all of which must deal with __________ main idea or subject.
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Paragraphs must be ___________ , coherent, and _______________ .   ____________ means that all sentences focus on ONE _______________  _______________ .  Coherence means that all sentences are written in a _______________ order and are connected with linking expressions, also known as ___________________ .

