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Review of Shakespeare’s life, 
Elizabethan times, 
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and the stage in Shakespeare’s time.
HOW WELL CAN YOU ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS?

1. For what is Shakespeare MOST known?

2. What is the date of his birth?  What year did he die?

3. Where was he born and where did he work? 
4. During what period in time did he work?

5. Why was he considered to be such a genius? List three reasons.

6. What did he study in school?

7. What was his wife’s name?

8. What were his children’s names?

9. Approximately how many plays did he write?

10. Provide the title of at least one of his poems?

11. What was the common theme of his sonnets?

12. How many lines is a sonnet?

13. What pattern did the lines of Shakespeare’s sonnets follow?

14. When did he write most of his poetry?  Why?

15. What genre is Macbeth?

16. What genre is Romeo and Juliet?

17. What writing style did Shakespeare use in his plays?

18. What are the six skills in which an Elizabethan actor must be an expert?

19. Of what ‘repertory group’ was Shakespeare a member and part owner?  (two possible names)

20. How did Shakespeare make most of his money?

21. Where did Shakespeare get most of his ideas for his plays?

22. How much money did Shakespeare earn to write a play?

23. What monarch loved Shakespeare’s plays?

24. Where did Shakespeare perform most of his plays?

25. What year did this theatre open?

26. How many spectators could fit into this theatre?

27. What is the nickname for this theatre?

28. What is the name for the people who could not afford seats in the galleries? (two possible names)

29. What is the name for the place where these people stood? (two possible names)

30. Why were performances held in the afternoon?

31. Usually, how long did shows last?

32. What are the names of two other famous theatres in Shakespearean London?

33. What is meant by a flying flag over the theatre?

34. What is the canopy/roof over the stage called? Why?

