Romeo and Juliet  Content Questions
Act One

Scene i:

1. Why do Tybalt and Benvolio fight?  

2. Several examples of puns are found in this scene.  Locate at least five puns.

3. To what does the expression “purple fountains” (line 84) refer?  

4. Prince Escalus foreshadows what will happen if the street brawls between the Montagues and the Capulets occur 
    again.  Quote and explain this statement.

5. Quote and explain the example of personification involving the sun.

6. Why is Romeo unhappy?  Quote a line to support your answer.

7. In lines 188-192, when Romeo is infatuated with Rosaline, he says:


Love is a smoke raised with the fume of sighs;


Being purged, a fire sparkling in lovers’ eyes;


Being vexed, a sea nourished with lovers’ tears.


What is it else?  A madness most discreet.


A choking gall, and a preserving sweet.

    Is Romeo in love with Rosaline, or is he in love with the idea of being in love?  Explain.

8. What solution does Benvolio suggest to Romeo?

Scene ii:

1. Capulet, Juliet’s father, gives her age and a plan for Paris.  Report these two pieces of information.
2. Explain the humour in the servant’s speech.  Also, tell why he asks Romeo to read the names.

3. Romeo also reads aloud the invitation delivered by the messenger.  What does Benvolio suggest to Romeo?  
    Why?

Scene iii:

1. What is Lady Capulet’s reaction to Paris’ proposal?

2. How does Juliet react to her mother’s idea of marriage?  What does Juliet agree to do about Paris’ wooing her?

3. On the basis of her first appearance, what qualities do you associate with the Nurse?

4. What is your first impression of Juliet?  Why?

Scene iv:

1. Romeo says:


Is love a tender thing?  It is too rough.


Too rude and boisterous, and it pricks like a thorn (line 25-26)

    Is he more aware of the person he loves, or of himself?  Why?  Why not?

2. What is Queen Mab?  What kind of dreams does she give to various sleepers?
3. Disguise is important in this scene.  Of what use is it, according to Mercution?  Do you agree with him?

4. What is meant by a ‘premonition’?  Where do you find a premonition in this scene which foreshadows future 
    trends in the plot?

Scene v: 

1. How and where do you see Capulet in this scene?

2. Why do you think Rosaline never appears on stage?

3. What is Tybalt’s part in the drama of the masquerade scene?

4. How and why does Shakespeare avoid a clash between Tybalt and Romeo at this point?  Why do you think 
    Capulet wishes to avoid this clash?

5. When Romeo first sees Juliet, he says:

O she doth teach the torches to burn bright!


It seems she hangs upon the cheek of night


As a rich jewel in Ethiop’s ear:


Beauty too rich for use, for earth too dear…


Fore I ne’er saw true beauty till this night (lines43-52)

    Has Romeo’s focus shifted?  Explain.  What does this suggest about Romeo and his feelings?  How does this 

    speech relate to the speech when Romeo described Rosaline in Act one Scene One? Address the theme of light 

    versus dark.

6. How is a Shakespearean sonnet a suitable medium for the first words between the lovers?

7. What speeches in this scene help tie the feud situation with the love story?
Romeo and Juliet  Content Questions
Act Two
Scene i:

1. Explain the dramatic purpose of this scene.
2. Discuss Romeo’s perception of love.
Scene ii:

1. Describe the setting for this scene.

2. How does danger ‘lend enchantment’ to the scene?

3. Quote and restate the metaphor describing Juliet.  Record also the references to light in Romeo’s first speech.

4. How is the soliloquy effectively used in this scene?

5. In her soliloquy (lines 38-48), why does Juliet say “O, be some other name!” (42)?

6. After Romeo appears, what is Juliet embarrassed about?
7. When Juliet speaks about “light love” (line 105), or her light behavior, what specifically does she mean by the 

    word “light”?

8. Write three original metaphors on such things as a friend, happiness, or any other subject of your choice.

Scene iii:

1. How much time lapse is there between the balcony scene and Scene 3?

2. Why is Friar Lawrence first introduced as he gathers herbs?  He describes the qualities and dangers of herbs and   

    compares them to those in humans.  Summarize what he says.

3. When Romeo asks the Friar to marry him to Juliet immediately, the Friar comments on Romeo’s fickleness.  

    Quote his remark.  Do you hold it against Romeo that he should so soon forget his feelings for Rosaline?  Why or 

    why not?

4. Why does the Friar agree to perform the ceremony?  

5. What old proverb, however, reveals an element of misgiving on Friar Lawrence’s part?

Scene iv:

1. What is Mercutio’s opinion of Tybalt?  Mercutio gives Tybalt the name “Prince of Cats”, a character in a story.  

    In what way is Tybalt more dangerous than this fictional character?  Also, how might this description be a case of  

    foreshadow?
2. How do you account for Romeo’s now being in the frame of mind to exchange courtier (repartee, witty remarks) with Mercutio?

3. Why do you think the nurse is the go-between for Romeo and Juliet?

4. How does the meeting with the nurse advance the plot?

5. Romeo gives the nurse two instructions regarding Juliet.  Summarize these instructions.

Scene v:

1. What is the setting of this scene?

2. How do the nurse’s actions add suspense?  Is the nurse enjoying the adventure of the young people’s plan to 

    elope, or do you believe that she really wants them to be happy?
3. At about what time will the marriage take place?  

4. What do you think Juliet believes?

Scene vi:

1. How is this scene appropriate to end the act?
2. Both Romeo and Friar Lawrence refer to future sorrows.  Quote their statements.  How do their opinions of the 

    future contrast?

3. The actual ceremony is not shown in the play.  Why?

4. Why is the marriage surrounded by a sense of foreboding?  How is this feeling conveyed to the audience?

5. Quote and explain Friar Lawrence’s closing statement.  Why is this significant?

Romeo and Juliet  Content Questions
Act Three
Scene i:

1. Which young man is the peacemaker?  How does he connect the weather to people’s feelings?  What literary device is he addressing?

2. Tybalt is always a quarrelsome person.  Why is he even more so now?  What is Romeo’s response to Tybalt’s 

    request?

3. Why does Mercutio become involved in the fight?  Why do you think Shakespeare included Mercutio in this 

    way?  What happens to Mercutio?

4. Mercutio makes a pun about his death.  Quote and explain the pun.

5. What is the main dramatic purpose of this scene?

6. Why did the Prince banish Romeo instead of sentencing him to death?  Why do you think Shakespeare chose this 

    punishment?

7. How exactly does Mercutio die?  Quote and reference the line.

8. What point would you select as the turning point of the play?

Scene ii:

1. How does Juliet’s soliloquy affect the tone of the scene? List her examples of light and dark.  Which one 

    dominates?

2. When the nurse first approaches Juliet with the news, what does Juliet think has happened?  Why does 

    Shakespeare not have the nurse inform Juliet directly as to what has happened?
3. How does Juliet disagree with statements made by the nurse?

4. Juliet has mixed emotions about Tybalt’s death and Romeo’s banishment.  What bothers her the most?

5. How does the scene end?  How is this appropriate?

Scene iii:

1. How are Romeo and Juliet’s state of mind similar now?

2. Romeo makes a pun when he refers to the fortune of flies.  Quote and explain the pun.

3. Is Romeo’s behavior fitting and likely to achieve the proper audience response?
4. How accurate is the Nurse’s account of Juliet?

5. How is Romeo comforted?  Why do you think the Nurse is assisting Romeo and Juliet? Should she be doing this?

6. On what advice from the Friar does the scene close?

Scene iv: 

1. Compare Capulet’s attitude in Scene 4 towards his daughter’s marriage with his previous attitude in I.ii.

2. Which single remark best prepares us for his role of the autocratic father in the following scene?

4. Report Capulet’s instructions to his wife.
3. What added complication to the love story appears in this scene?  How is this dramatic irony?

Scene v:

1. Quote the lines that indicate it is morning.  Why does Juliet insist the birdsong was a nightingale?  Romeo and 

    Juliet talk about their relationship and use day and night images.  Why do they seem to prefer darkness over light?

2. What dramatic purposes are served by the farewell of the lovers in this scene?

3. Quote lines which foreshadow Romeo’s death.

4. Why does Lady Capulet think Juliet is crying?  How does Juliet not lie, yet stay true to her love for Romeo as she 

    responds to her mother’s promise for revenge?

4. List the metaphors by which Capulet describes Juliet’s sobbing. 
5. What feelings are likely to be aroused in the audience by Capulet’s violent treatment of Juliet?  What dramatic 

    literary device is this?
6. Why does Shakespeare have the Nurse desert Juliet at this point in the play?

7. Juliet says “Well, thou has comforted me much.” (line 229).  To whom is she speaking?  What is her tone?  Why 

    do you think she is saying this?

8. Why is Juliet going to see Friar Lawrence?  What else might she be planning?

9. Does Juliet plan to confide in the nurse?  Quote lines to support your answer.

Romeo and Juliet  Content Questions
Act Four
Scene i:

1. In what predicament does Friar Lawrence find himself?  
2. Why has Shakespeare avoided a direct meeting between Paris and Juliet until now?

3. What do you admire in Juliet’s handling of this meeting with Paris?

4. Compare and contrast the conduct of Juliet during her meeting with the Friar with that of Romeo earlier.

5. How is Juliet’s conduct fitting preparation for Friar Lawrence’s proposal of the potion solution?

6. What earlier occasion helps the audience understand why the Friar might have knowledge of such a potion?

7. What are the details of the Friar’s plan?

8. Wherein lie any possible flaws in the plan?

Scene ii:

1. Why is the wedding day suddenly advanced by Capulet from Thursday to Wednesday?

2. Why does Capulet insist on making all the preparations?

Scene iii: 

1. What are the thoughts of Juliet in the potion speech?

2. What do you think causes Juliet to picture the terrible images that she uses in her soliloquy?
3. What feelings dominated audience reaction to her soliloquy?

4. Do you think Juliet drinks the potion in a sudden fit of terror, or with deliberate intent, knowing full well what she is doing?

Scene iv:

1. Is it good drama to have a scene like the fourth in between the drinking of the potion and the discovery of Juliet’s 

    supposed death?  Is there a literary device you could apply to this?

Scene v:

1. How is the Friar’s speech in lines 67-86 of this scene a reflection on the grief exhibited by the Capulets?

2. Capulet’s parting words in this scene are “And all things change them to the contrary.”  (93)  To what extent do 

    you believe that this statement is a description of the action of the play so far?

3. A burlesque is a form of comedy that uses exaggeration to ridicule a serious subject or situation.  The near 

    burlesque of Peter and the musicians has been criticized as being inappropriate at this time.  Do you agree or 

    disagree with this point?  Why or why not?

Romeo and Juliet  Content Questions
Act Five
Scene i:

1. Romeo’s soliloquy at the beginning of this act contains a premonition.  What is it?

2. How is the “I defy you, stars” (24) a significant remark in the portrayal of Romeo’s character?

3. Can you account for Romeo’s decision to use poison rather than a dagger as the means for reuniting him with 
    Juliet?

4. Of what dramatic importance is the soliloquy with its detailed description of the Apothecary?

Scene ii:

1. If you were Friar Lawrence and couldn’t deliver your letter of instruction to Romeo, what alternative courses of 

    action could you take?

2. What is the importance of this scene in the denouement of the plot?

3. Reread the Prologue to the play.  How is this scene linked with the Prologue?

Scene iii:

1. What elements of dramatic irony add to the tragedy of this scene?

2. Evaluate Romeo’s last speech as a fitting conclusion to Shakespeare’s portrayal of his character.

3. How is the background to the love story – the feud – finally resolved?

4. “Some shall be pardon’d, and some punished.” (312) Whom would you have pardoned?  Whom punished?

5. What has the older generation learned at the end of the play about itself and about the relationship that should 

    have existed between itself and the younger generation?

6. Who are the people in the play who contributed in some way to the deaths of Romeo and Juliet?  Make a list of 

    them and show how they were involved.

Concluding Questions

1. To what extent does fate or misadventure influence the course of events in the play?

2. To what degree does this play observe the principle of dramatic art that catastrophe be approached by gradual 

    stages?

3. In classical tragedy, the leading figure is brought to his doom by some fatal flaw in his character.  What is the 

    fatal flaw in Romeo’s character that contributes to his destruction?

4. Identify the scenes in the play with night settings, and suggest how the night background is fitting in each case.

5. To what extent is the audience likely to experience a cathartic effect as this play ends?

6. There are many fights throughout the play, including the final one between Romeo and Paris.  Make a list of all 

    the fights in the play, determine what causes each fight, list the fighters, and decide what effect each fight has on 

    the development of the play.
