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The word “mythology” comes from the Greek word “mythos” meaning ‘story’ or ‘narrative’, and “ology” meaning ‘the study of’.

Why Study Myths?

	Myths were first stories shared orally in communities (earliest civilizations including Greeks, Romans, Egyptians, etc.) to explain anything in the world and beyond, including the beginning of the earth, occurrences in nature, events in history, and predictions for the future.  Every culture has its own set of myths, especially concerning creation, gods, and living a moral life.  By explaining what was unknown, these civilizations were less frightened of natural occurrences. 
	To make sense of the world, these peoples created (and believed in) gods.  These gods acted as they did: they fought, were jealous, fell in and out of love, were wise and just, etc.  The gods also had superhuman strength, were immortal, had a specific connection to nature, and could sometimes change their forms.
All myths fall into one of four categories:
  i.    to explain the world around them
  ii.   to explain religious questions (relationships to gods, creation, death/afterlife, etc.)
  iii.  to explain human nature (why we act the way we do, why we are the way we are, etc.)
  iv.  for entertainment
The stories demonstrate these people were very imaginative. Also, the subjects of the myths suggest they were attentive observers of the nature who were also in awe of the world.  
	Why bother retelling these ancient stories?  Most of them date back to the Bronze Age, centuries before recorded history began.  What can they possibly have to say to children who live in a world of cell phones, the Internet, iPods, and DVDs?
	More than most people realize.First of all, they are wonderful stories.  Parents shared them with children for generations before they were written down.  The hero who goes on a dangerous quest; the heroine who strives for more than her culture will allow; and the person who attempts too much and fails, but still remains a hero, are basic themes in the movies we see and the books we read today.
	Second, the myths are the foundation of our language and literature. References to the myths can be found throughout Shakespeare’s plays.  They are part of our everyday language.  When we hear someone say that they are opening a “Pandora’s Box” or making a “Promethean” effort to find the “Golden Fleece,” they are referring to the myths.
	Third, the myths stretch our imagination.  They inspire us to strive for things we can only dream about.  There is a clear connection between Icarus’s wings and Neil Armstrong’s walk on the moon.
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The myths contain the hopes and dreams of humanity.  Make them your own!
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