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The Princess Bride (pages 1 - 30)
1.  What is Billy’s favourite book?  Why is this ironic?
2.  List 5 characteristics that describe Billy’s father.  
     What activity brought Billy and his father closer?
3.  How does Billy’s father describe The Princess Bride?
4.  What is Jason’s reaction to his father’s gift?  
     How does Jason’s reaction make his father feel?  
5.  What is an “abridgment”?  
     Why does Goldman decide to write one for The Princess Bride?
Definitions:Petrified	  Frenzy	    Paranoid           	Humiliate	    Illiterate
		Revelation	  Hostile	    Puritan		Construe         Distraught

[image: http://www.alicia-logic.com/capsimages/pbr_012Farewell.jpg]One:  The Bridge (pages 31 – 60) 	
1.  Three characters are introduced at key stages of Buttercup’s life (birth, age 10 
     and age 15).  Describe how each of these women loses their beauty.
2.  Buttercup makes numerous demands of the Farm Boy.  
     What is always his reply?
3.  “Morgenstern” uses a great deal of parenthesis in his writing.  What purpose 
     does it serve?  Do you believe it improves or negatively affects the story?
4.  What is the purpose of Goldman’s use of italics? 
5.  How does Buttercup treat Westley?  
     Provide an example from the story to support your response?
6.  What triggers Buttercup’s feelings towards Westley to change?  
     How does she describe him? 
7.  Cite a quote that shows how and why Buttercup says she loves Westley.  
     What is his reaction to her declaration?
8.  Why is Westley leaving the farm? 
9.  Buttercup decides to make changes to her appearance.  
     Describe some of the changes she makes and explain why she does so.
10.  What happens to Westley while he is at sea?  Write a lead sentence for a news 
     report about this event (answer the questions who, what, when and where).
11.  What resolution does Buttercup make upon hearing the news?  
     How does this finally make her the ‘most beautiful women in a hundred years’?	
Definitions:Chronicled	  Plague	    	Suitor	            Sublimity   	Glamour
[image: http://www.movieprop.com/tvandmovie/reviews/princessbridekingsmall.jpg]		Clambered	  Supplication	Deduced	  Chide

Two:  The Groom (pages 61-66)
1.  What does Goldman say he edited from the original text?  
     What were his reasons?
2.  List 5 characteristics that describe Prince Humperdinck.
3.  What “practice” does the Prince adopt?  
     What metaphor does Goldman use to describe his mastery of this sport?
4.  In 5-6 sentences, describe the “Zoo of Death”.
5.  Who is ‘the Albino’?  What does he do?
6.  What is the Prince’s response to news that his father is dying?  
     Were you surprised by his reaction?  Explain why or why not.
Definitions:Dedicate	  Determine	    Relentless	    Sanctuary	      Intrusion
Three:  The Courtship (pages 67-78)
1.  In the opening of this chapter, Prince Humperdinck is on a mission.  
     What is he “hunting” for this time?
2.  What criteria does Prince Humperdinck establish in his search for a bride?  
     In a well written paragraph explain what qualities you would look for in a 
     partner and why.
3.  What happened at 8:23?  How does it bring the two countries to the brink of war?
4.  Define pathetic fallacy.  Find an example of pathetic fallacy in this chapter.
5.  Prince Humperdinck does not feel that love is a necessary component of 
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTNZ1tRN9sZbfull8hjVR_cCZ4ANg3rYvO7rLKmOojfalyNnuCB&t=1]     marriage.  Do you agree or disagree with his opinion?  Explain.
6.  How does the Prince convince Buttercup to marry him?

Four:  The Preparations (pages 79-82)
1.  “With one thing and another, three years passed.”  
     What are some of the things Goldman says happened in those years?  
     (You may answer this question in point form). 

Five:  The Announcement (pages 83-190)
1.  Describe how and why Buttercup’s appearance is different now that she is a 
     Princess.
2.  Create a chart like the one below.  Describe the characters Buttercup meets, 
     leaving room to add to your descriptions.
	Sicilian
	Spaniard
	Turk

	
	
	


3.  What do the 3 men do with Buttercup?  What is the reason for their actions?
4.  Define digression.  At what point does Goldman digress from the text?  Why?
5.  Who is following the kidnappers to the Cliffs of Insanity?
6.  Define inconceivable.  What are three things the Sicilian says are inconceivable?
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7.  Who is Yeste?  How does he convince Inigo’s father to make swords?  
     What is the one condition upon which Domingo will make the special swords?
8.  What is the peculiarity of the man who wants Ingio’s father to make a sword for 
     him?  Why does Domingo agree to make it?
9.  What happened when the sword was completed? 
10.  How does the nobleman leave Inigo?  How is this symbolic?
11.  How does Inigo train for the following ten years?
12.  What is Inigo’s driving motivation?  What does Inigo plan to say to the 
       nobleman when he finds him?
13.  What problem does Inigo encounter in his search and how does this affect him?
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14.  Why does Inigo offer to help the man in black?  
      Why does the man in black let him?  
      What does Inigo hope the man in black can do?  Why?
15.  Summarize the fight scene in one paragraph, using some key adjectives and 
      adverbs to add to your description.
16.  Why does the man in black decide not to kill Inigo?  Define honour.  
   Do you think either of these characters are villains at this point? Why or why not? 
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17.  What did Fezzik like to do in his head when he was younger?  
       What does this show about his character?
18.  Define stereotype.  How is Fezzik a stereotype?  
       How does he go against his stereotype?
19.  What happened when Fezzik won his first few matches?  
       What did he learn in the Gobi desert?  Why did this make him happy?
20.  What happened to Fezzik when he turned twenty?  Why was this important?
21.  What did the Sicilian, Vizzini, promise Fezzik?  Why did Fezzik agree?
22.  Describe the two ways Fezzik kills the man in black.  How is he unsuccessful?
[image: http://www.deviantart.com/download/36229870/Princess_Bride__Vizzini_by_adriana7.jpg]23.  How does the man in black defeat Fezzik?

Vizzini 
24.  Define oxymoron.  Why does Vizzini say he resents the man in black?  
       How is this an oxymoron?
25.  What is the battle of wits to which the man in black challenges Vizzini?
26.  Trace the process by which Vizzini deduces which goblet the main in black has 
       put the iocane poison.  How does he trick the man in black and how does it 
       backfire on him?
27.  Who is the man in black?  How do we discover his true identity?

The Fire Swamps
28.  What are Fire Swamps?  What are the odd characteristics of the Florin/Guilder 
[image: http://www.fortunecity.com/lavendar/lavender/403/Rous2.jpg]       Fire Swamps?
29.  What was the first obstacle Buttercup and Westley encountered in the swamps?  
       How did they overcome it?
30.  Explain how Westley survived his encounter with the Dread Pirate Roberts.  
       What did Roberts say to him at the end of each day?
31.  What are R.O.U.S.’s?  Describe them.
32.  What agreement does Buttercup and Prince Humperdinck arrive at?  
       How does Humperdinck betray the agreement?
33.  What do we learn about Count Rugen at the end of the chapter?  
       Why is this an important example of foreshadowing? 

Six:  The Festivities (pages 193-252)
1.  What three things happen, according to Goldman, when the kidnapping is foiled?
2. How is Inigo feeling at the beginning of this chapter?  Where does he decide to go?
    Provide a quote that shows this.  What does Inigo end up doing?
3. Where does Fezzik end up going?  How does he feel about himself?
4. Where does Westley awaken?  How does he know where he is?  
     What is going to happen to him there?
5. What message does Goldman give in his editor’s notes?
6. What agreement do Buttercup and Humperdink arrive at regarding the wedding?
7. What doe we learn Humperdink really has had planned for Buttercup all along?
8. How does Westley manage to ignore the pain of Count Rugen’s torture?
9. Who is Yellin?  What does the Prince ask him to do?  Why?
10. How does the reader know  Westley and Buttercup still love one another?
11. Describe the effect the Count’s machine has on Westley.
12. What do we discover about Count Rugen?  How does Inigo react to the news?
13. List the five things Inigo says he and Fezzik must do.  What are the next five 
      things he says have happened?  Identify the conclusions he reaches.
14. What does Buttercup discover about Prince Humperdink?  
      What does she say that makes him angry?
15. Describe Westley’s death scream.  
      Where are Inigo and Fezzik when the chapter ends?  Why is this suspenseful?
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1.  Of what is Fezzik afraid?  What does Inigo do to calm him?  Why is this ironic?
2. What gets Fezzik and Inigo in the Zoo?  How does Fezzik free them? 
    Why is he mad at Inigo afterward?  
3. How does Inigo defeat the King Bats?
4. What is the final obstacle they must overcome?  How doe they do it?
5. What is Inigo’s reaction when they find Westley?
6. Desceribe Miracle Max and his wife using a chart like the one below.  
    Identify 3 quotes for each which establishes character.
	Miracle Max
	Valerie the Witch
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7. What types of ‘dead’ are there according to Max?
8. How does Max get the truth from Westley? 
    Why does Westley want to come back to life?
9. Define resurrection.  What does Max create for Westley?  How does it work?
10. What are Prince Humperdink’s plans for after the wedding?
11. What is Westley’s  attitude about rescuing Buttercup after he is resurrected?
      How does this change?

Eight:  The Honeymoon (pages 297-315)
1.  Why is Inigo surprised by the Count’s initial reaction?  
    What two men does Inigo think of when he is on the brink of being defeated by 
    the Count?  How do each of these men give him the courage to seek his revenge?  
    How does the Count die?
2. What decision does Fezzik make on his own?  
    How does this help Buttercup, Westley, Fezzik, and Inigo escape?
3. Is Westley responsible for Buttercup’s rescue?  Explain.  
    What action does Buttercup take which allows for the final escape?
4. Does the ending of The Princess Bride follow that of traditional fairy tales?  
    Explain.
5. In a well-written paragraph, explain why you did or did not like The Princess 
    Bride.
6.  Write a lead sentence for a newspaper article (who, what, when, where) based on 
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