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______________________

______________________




______________________

______________________

The Princess Bride    Seminar Topics

Based on your study of Archetypal Theory, present to the class on one of the topics listed below.  Cite specific examples, and use quotations from the novel to support your ideas.  

Topic Options

1. The Hero Cycle: Trace Westley’s journey throughout the novel, illustrating how the quest can be applied to his search trials, adventures, rescue, and reunion with Buttercup.

2. Villains: By examining i) the actions, ii) statements, and iii) what other characters say about them, identify and explain how the Prince and Count in the novel reflect the qualities of the archetypal villain.

3. Helpers: Discuss Inigo, Fezzik, and Miracle Max as archetypal helpers.  For each of the minor characters, provide a brief character description, and indicate what each does in his own specific way to assist Westley on his journey. 

4. Female Character: Select 3 of the following: Buttercup, the Queen, Miracle Max’s wife, the “3 A’s”.  By examining i) the actions, ii) statements, iii) qualities, and iv) what other characters say about them, identify and explain the archetypal character each reflects.
5. Symbolism:  Some archetypal symbols in the novel are i) the sword, ii) zoo of death, iii) fire, and iv) light and dark images.  Explain the significance of each, how characters, utilize them or think of them, and why each is considered archetypal.  For each, trace to 2 other references in literature, i.e. the Bible, mythology, Shakespeare, folklore, etc.

6. Themes: Good vs. Evil AND Appearance vs. Reality.  Discuss how these two themes are developed as archetypal themes in the novel.

7. Themes: True Love AND Revenge.  Discuss how these two themes are developed as archetypal themes in the novel.

8. Settings: Two archetypal settings in the novel are the humble home and fantastic lands (Cliffs of Insanity, Fire Swamp, and Zoo of Death).  Provide examples of these settings from the novel, connect them to a similar setting in other pieces of literature.  Analyze the prominent characteristics of each setting.
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Presentation: 20 minutes in length
2. Display: A display must be created that visually illustrates your topic.  This display will be included in your presentation and discussed as part of the presentation but WILL NOT contain the majority of your written information.

3. Handout: A handout, one side of a page maximum, must be supplied. This handout will summarize all major points in your presentation.  This should be organized, visually appealing, and contain no errors in spelling and grammar.

4. Assessment: Your group will develop 10 True/False test questions and 10 Multiple Choice test questions based on your handout and information presented throughout your seminar. 
The Princess Bride    Seminar Rubric
	Category
	0

Remedial
	1

Limited…
	2

Some…
	3

Considerable…
	4

Exceptional…
	Total

	Knowledge
	Incomplete/
insufficient
	…understanding of topic
	…understanding of topic
	…understanding of topic
	…understanding of topic
	    /10

	Thinking
(handout and test questions)
	Incomplete/
insufficient
	…use of applicable examples from the text

…analysis of themes/literary devices
	…use of applicable examples from the text

…analysis of themes/literary devices
	…use of applicable examples from the text

…analysis of themes/literary devices
	…use of applicable examples from the text

…analysis of themes/literary devices
	    /10

	Application
(display)
	Incomplete/
insufficient
	…application of knowledge and skills

…participation in presentation
	…application of knowledge and skills

…participation in presentation
	…application of knowledge and skills

…participation in presentation
	…application of knowledge and skills

…participation in presentation
	    /10

	Communication
(presentation)
	Incomplete/
insufficient
	…eye contact, correct pacing, voice, body language

…expression of ideas with effectiveness

…use of resources (visuals, music, etc.)
	…eye contact, correct pacing, voice, body language

…expression of ideas with effectiveness

…use of resources (visuals, music, etc.)
	…eye contact, correct pacing, voice, body language

…expression of ideas with effectiveness

…use of resources (visuals, music, etc.)
	…eye contact, correct pacing, voice, body language

…expression of ideas with effectiveness

…use of resources (visuals, music, etc.)
	    /10











TOTAL

  /40
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