The Princess Bride: An Overview
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About the author:

William Goldman has published five novels and wrote three plays  produced on Broadway before he began to write screenplays.  He used his novel The Princess Bride as the foundation for the popular 1978 movie.  

Fiction or Non-fiction?

Simon Morgenstern is both a pseudonym and a narrative device invented by Goldman to add another layer to his novel The Princess Bride. He presents his novel as being an abridged version of a work by the fictional Morgenstern, an author from the equally fictional country of Florin.

 The details of Goldman's life given in the introduction and commentary for The Princess Bride are also mainly fictional. For instance, he says that he was inspired to abridge Morgenstern's The Princess Bride for his only child, a son.  The Princess Bride actually originated as a bedtime story for Goldman's two daughters.  He not only treats Morgenstern and the countries of Florin and Guilder as real, but even claims that his own father was Florinese and had immigrated to America.
Setting:  

· Florin and Guilder
· New York City (Introduction)
· No clear time period given

Key Characters:

	Buttercup
	A naïve Princess with little sense.

	Westley
	A brave farm boy who loves Buttercup

	Prince Humperdink
	Prince of Florin; a merciless hunter



	Count Rogan
	Advisor to Humperdink

	Inigo Montoya
	A expert swordsman out for revenge



	Fezzik
	A gentle giant

	Vizzini
	A mastermind, too smart for his own good

	Miracle Max
	Miracle man with a knack for raising the dead


[image: image2.jpg]



Topics which reveal theme:

Narration:  Can we trust William Goldman?  What is an abridgement?  
“Anyway, here’s the ‘good parts’ version.  S. Morgenstern wrote it.  And my father read it to me.  And now I give it to you.  What you do with it will be of more than passing interest to us all.”  (Pg 30)

The genre of fairy tales:  This story is a parody of fairy tales.  What kind of situations and outcomes do we expect of fairy tales?  How is The Princess Bride different from these expectations? 

Different types of Love:  What is the nature of Buttercup and Westley’s relationship? What about the relationship between Fezzik and Inigo?

Appearance vs. Reality:  What techniques does Goldman use to show us that things are not always as they appear?

Important Terms:

Abridgement:  is a term defined as "shortening" or "condensing" and is most commonly used in reference to the act of reducing a written work, typically a book, into a shorter form.

Parody:  is a work created to mock, comment on, or poke fun at an original work.

Satire:  the use of irony, sarcasm, ridicule, or the like, in exposing, denouncing, or mock ice or folly.

Irony:  an outcome of events contrary to what was, or might have been, expected.
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Verbal Irony:  the use of words to convey a meaning that is the opposite of its literal meaning: the irony of her reply, “How nice!” when I said I had to work all weekend.

Situational Irony:  the opposite of what you expect in a plot occurs.

Dramatic Irony:  when the audience knows more than the characters.  The audience is able to understand the irony present in what the characters are saying.

Archetype:  the original pattern or model from which all things of the same kind are copied or on which they are based; a model or first form; prototype. In Jungian psychology, it is a collectively inherited unconscious idea, pattern of thought, image, etc., universally present in individual psyches.

Layered Narrative: A story with many

 layers or levels.  A “story within a story”
Above:  Map of the fictional Florin and Guilder








