The Universe: An Elizabethan View
Elizabethans believed in an absolutely ordered universe in which all things could be clearly ranked in order of superiority.  This “common sense” view corresponded with their religious beliefs, political system, and limited scientific understanding.  Beings were divided and ranked, as shown in the column below.
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God

Angels

Man 

Animals

Plants

Inorganic Matter

Chaos

Within these individual categories, further subdivisions could also be made.  For example, the sun was the superior planet, gold the chief metal, and men were superior to women.  “Man” could be subdivided and ranked as shown in the column below, and each subdivision could be further subdivided.
King or Queen

Nobility

Knights

Gentlemen

Poor

Macbeth  reflects the Elizabethan concern with seeing and maintaining order.  In Act One, the universe is clearly ordered:

God
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Angels



Duncan
Other nobles (Macbeth, Lady Macbeth. Ross, Angus)

Knights

Gentlemen
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Poor

Animals 

Plants

Inorganic matter

Chaos

When Macbeth kills Duncan, he violates this order, and it is not restored until the end of the play.  Thus, the banishment is not just a personal  or social action, it is a cosmic crime, and the universe reflects the disorder that Macbeth initiates.  Can you think of two examples of this chaos in Scotland? 
Even animals had different ranks in the chain of order.  Where do you think horses fall on the chain?








