Imagery in Macbeth
[image: http://www.usefilm.com/images/4/0/6/7/4067/1041176-medium.jpg]Light and Darkness
Light often stands for life, virtue, and goodness; and darkness for evil and death.  Shakespeare relies on these archetypal images to develop character and plot.  For example the witches, believed to be secretive, evil hags who dealt with the devil, only appear at night or during thunderstorms – when the clouds block the light of the sun.  In contrast, Duncan’s murder, which is committed during the darkness of night, is revealed at dawn. Additionally, it is after this discovery that particular characters (Macduff, Banquo) begin to question whether or not other characters (Macbeth) are actually who they appear to be. 
For the following quotation identify the speaker, listener, examples of light and dark imagery and explain what it reveals about plot and/or character (significance).  
Stars, hide your fires!
Let not the light see my black and deep desires:
The eye wink at the hand: yet let that be
[image: http://filmlinc.files.wordpress.com/2009/07/gal_welles_orson_6.jpg?w=300&h=279]Which the eye fears, when it is done, to see	 (1.4.51-53)
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_Qi_l_pmRm0g/SgbCNUkELfI/AAAAAAAAAxI/JXHblTvx3cE/s400/Orson+Welles+as+Macbeth.png]
Blood
[image: http://helenroulston.com/dagger.jpg]Shakespeare frequently presents images of blood in Macbeth.  Sometimes it is the hot blood of the Macbeths as they plot murder; sometimes it is the spilled, innocent blood of their victims.  It is also blood of guilt that does not wash away and the blood of kinship that drives enemies of Macbeth to action.  In general, the images of blood - like the images of darkness – bathe the play in a gruesome and deathly atmosphere.
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_I3hSxubP_ls/SBHFT6Er5kI/AAAAAAAAACI/9lIJ5fZFA5k/s400/Teller%27s+Lady+Macbeth+and+all+that+blood.jpg]
For the following quotation identify the speaker, listener, examples of blood imagery and explain what it reveals about plot and/or character.   
Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood
Clean from my hand?  No; this my hand will rather
The multitudinous sea incarnadine,
Making the green one red	 (2.2.60-63)
[image: http://www.spunangel.com/uploaded_images/macbeth_blood-705043.jpg][image: http://i.thisislondon.co.uk/i/pix/2007/04/macbethAM_243x362.jpg]

Animals
[image: http://www.beat-surrender.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/Wild-Horses.jpg][image: http://fineartamerica.com/images-medium/snake-john-keaton.jpg][image: http://www.theolivepress.es/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/falcon.jpg]Shakespeare distinguishes honourable and dishonourable characters from one another through the animals he associates them with.  For example, Macbeth is often referred to as or makes reference to serpents, an animal that many people fear and believe to be sneaky, while Duncan is associated with a falcon, a prestigious and admirable bird.  Additionally, animal imagery is used to symbolize the disorder that occurs throughout the play such as the Old Man’s witness to the killing of the falcon (King Duncan) by an owl (Macbeth). 





[image: http://www.greatbigcanvas.com/images/panoramics/largegw/Snake-Flower-Guyana-66670.jpg]For the following quotation identify the speaker, listener, examples of animal imagery and explain what it reveals about plot and/or character.   

…look like the innocent flower,
But be the serpent under’t.	
(1.5.64-65)
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