OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL SECONDARY SCHOOL

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL

“Our mission, based on the values of Christ through the guidance of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, is to involve family, parish, community, and members of the school community in fostering a positive, caring and Catholic environment by providing input, advice and support.

Minutes of Meeting held Wednesday, December 5, 2007
Meeting called to order:  7:50 pm

Welcome & Introductions:  Trish Murphy
In Attendance:

Matt Arias, Ravenne Villanueva, Susan Ksiezopolski, Mary Palmateer, 

Anne Marie Caister, MaryAnne D’Souza, Maureen Harrison, Diane Mejia, 

Sandra Fernandes, Ehretia O’Hearn, Linda Haffey, P. Romero,

Judy St. Louis, Cathy Kwiatkoski, Trish Murphy, Esther O’Toole
Regrets:

Mike Kenny
Opening Prayer:  Diane Mejia

Approval of Sep 27th  and Nov 1st 2007 Minutes:  Motion – Sandra Fernandes,
                                                                                   Second – Ehretia O’Hearn
Pastoral Plan:  Covered/Reviewed by Anne Brisbois Abbott

1) Focus for 2007-2008 is Catholic virtues

2) Reviewed Retreat Program for all grades

3) School Liturgies – Next service is Ash Wednesday – February 6, 2008.  All are welcome to attend.

4) Virtuous Living in Extracurricular Activities – Student Council, Environmental Club, Carmel Cares, Jesus Jazz Choir

Student Council Report:  Ravenne Villanueva, Matt Arias

1) Student Council has taken some time to breathe and work on studies.

2) Now planning  OLMC 20th Anniversary Birthday Bash
3) Winter Formal “Snowy Soiree” taking place at OLMC December 14th.

School Council Vacancies:   Trish Murphy


1)
We are still looking for a LRA Community Rep. Ehretia O’Hearn will email the LRA to ask where they stand.


2) Anne Marie Caister agreed to take on the role of Treasurer. 

Treasurer’s Report:  



Debit

Credit

Balance

Opening Balance (as of June 7/07)





$6,184.03

Refreshments (Theatre Night)


$ 124.14

Donation  to School Council Carnival

$ 200.00

Vice-Principal’s Gift



$   26.14

Refreshments – Council Mtgs.


$   50.26

Grad. Award




$ 200.00

PRO Grant Projects



$3,055.06

Gifts – Retiring Council Members


$     57.00

Used Uniform Cleaning



$ 121.91

Bank Interest






$       0.30

Used Uniform Sale





$1,270.00

Closing Balance as of December 4th, 2007




$3,619.82






Parish Representative Report:  Diane Mejia

1) Candlelight Carol Service to be held Sun. Dec. 16th
2) Sacrament of Reconciliation to be held Mon. Dec. 10th
3) Preparation for St. Vincent de Paul Christmas Hampers is under way.

4) 2008 Living with Christ Missals are being sold for $5.00.
5) Christmas Novena Cards available are available to purchase for $2.00.
6) 2008 Offertory Envelopes are available for pickup.
7) Christmas Concert held on Nov. 28th was a big success.

8) Attended the Inservice for CCCSC.
OAPCE Report:  Susan Ksiezopolski
1) It was suggested that it would be a great idea for the Virtues to be put on the board at front of school.

2) Currently, we have five parents on the OAPCE board.

3) There is a Retreat being held on Feb. 1st.  This is open to all parents.

Community Representative Report:  As indicated above E. O’Hearn to email LRA.
Teaching Staff Report:  Judy St. Louis (for Mike Kenny)
1) Jr. Girls Basketball – great season but lost in playoffs.
2) Sr. Girls Basketball – Advanced to 3rd round of playoffs.

3) Sr. Boys Volleyball – Tier 2 Silver Medalists in ROPSSA.

4) Winter Sports getting under way.

5) Swim Team competed in their first meet.
6) Boys Basketball is now under way.

7) Boys Hockey Team won their first season game.

8) Girls Hockey Team is a strong team this season.
Non-Teaching Staff Report:  
1) “School Reach” team is just getting started.

2) Staff Children’s Christmas Party fast approaching.

3) New OLMC Dance Team is being formed.

4) Students are excited about the March trip to Egypt.

5) Washington DC trip leaving May 8th is quickly filling up.

6) Dr. Simone will be coming in to talk to Gr. 9’s on Dec 10th.

Co-Chair Report:  Trish Murphy
1) Christmas Baskets – Council will again be building a basket for a family of Mother, Father, 3 girls and 1 boy.
2) Prospective Guest Speakers:

· Donna Porter for Jan 24/08 meeting.

· Mike Prospero - date to be determined.

· Police Liaison Officer – will be happy to attend a meeting.

· Jeff Price – suggested by C. Kwaitkoski as another possible guest speaker for SST (Student Success Teacher).

3) In-Service Workshops – some council members were able to attend the workshop held on Nov. 24th.  
· Workshop for School Chairs  - Trish Murphy and Sandra Fernandes Many primary school level council members attended.  The session included a very good speaker, including some good advice on running a council.  Most schools appear have issues with parent attendance. 
· Parish Rep Workshop  - Diane Mejia

Attended with 3 reps from St. John of the Cross. “Strengthen Catholic Faith from Within” was the theme of the workshop.   
· OAPCE Workshop - Susan Ksiezopolski
Concerns were raised about non-Catholics attending Catholic High Schools.  The OAPCE is trying as a group to help these schools. (C. Kwiatkoski indicated that there is a very small percentage of non-Catholics attending OLMC as compared to other secondary schools.) 
Past Chair Report: Ehretia O’Hearn
1) Organizational Meeting of Dec. 4th at the Board saw Bruno Iannica  re-elected as Chair and Anna Ambruscatto elected Vice-Chair.
2) CCCSC Initiatives:

· Feb 12 @ 7pm Barbara Coloroso presentation at Miss. Convention Centre.
· Goals for CCCSC - develop a template for School Council bylaws/constitutions, developing a CCCSC Volunteer of the Year award, Inservice for Councils

4) Catholic Code of Conduct Committee (subcommittee of Safe Schools Committee) ongoing work;

· Align Dufferin Peel Catholic Code of Conduct with the Provincial Code.

· Align suspension and expulsion policies with Ministry policies.

· Creation of a brochure that will be a snapshot of the Code of Conduct and Suspension/Expulsion policy could be ready early Feb
· Ehretia thought maybe Mike Prospero could come to a council meeting to explain the new Code of Conduct.

4)  Ehretia handed out “Bylaws of the Catholic School Council” to the new Council members.  

Principal’s Report:  Cathy Kwiatkoski

1) Met new Associate Director.
2) Remembrance Day Service was outstanding.
3) Reconciliation – week of Dec 10th
4) St. Vincent de Paul group came to collect canned goods students collected. These goods will be used locally. Further, OLMC students are truly helping to make a difference!  The school is producing remarkable citizens.

5) Unfounded Threat of Drive-by Shooting at Meadowvale Secondary School
· There was an anonymous tip.  Meadowvale Secondary Scholl staff notified OLMC as a precaution.

· The decision was made to proceed with “Battle of the Bands” that night.

· No OLMC students were involved with the threat.

· Student body seemed quite unaware of the threat.

· At no time did OLMC staff or police anticipate a lockdown situation.

· Students were moved from outside front of school as precaution.

6) Production of “Our Town” being put on for 3 night performances sometime in May.  Donna Porter is co-coordinating.

7) Flags/Banners produced by Council being put up n Library over Christmas.

8) OLMC web site – everything has to go through the Board which slows down the process of adding information to it.
9) Grade 12 AP English – Mrs. Principe is teaching the course. The school is changing teachers on an ongoing basis to ensure enough teachers are well prepared to teach the course.
10)   Grad Photos (reported by Judy St. Louis) started the week of Dec 4th going right to Christmas Break from 8am to 4pm each school day.  Approx. 500 graduates.  Life Touch is the company taking the pictures (they bought out Jostens).

11)   Graduation Ceremony is Tuesday, June 24, 2008 at the Hershey Centre at 7:00 pm.  The Prom is Friday, June 6, 2008 at the Pearson Convention Centre.

12) Parent Concerns with Auto Phone System incorrectly reporting student absence from class.  “Bubble sheets” are not always being clearly/carefully filled out by teachers.  Cathy Kwiatkoski will revisit these concerns with the teaching staff.

Open Question & Answer:

1) Hasty Market/Strip Plaza – Cathy Kwiatkoski has spoken to plaza/store operators to remind and ensure them that this Principal wants to know if there are ongoing concerns about the garbage being left around on that property supposedly by OLMC students.

Trustee’s Report:  Esther O’Toole

1)  Holy Name of Mary is officially moving to Brampton. 

-   A lot of time was spent arriving at this solution.  There is some concern that girls attending from Mississauga will not wish to take on the travel time to the new Brampton location.

-  Students have been given the option to transfer to their “home secondary schools”.

-  It is felt that enrollment from the Brampton area will be able to help fill the new school.
Closing Prayer:  Diane Mejia

Adjournment:  Motion – T. Murphy, 2nd C. Kwiatkoski
Next Meeting:  Thursday January 24, 2008 at 7:00pm in the school library.

