OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL SECONDARY SCHOOL

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL

“Our mission, based on the values of Christ through the guidance of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, is to involve family, parish, community, and members of the school community in fostering a positive, caring and Catholic environment by providing input, advice and support.

Minutes of Meeting held Thursday April 24, 2008
Meeting called to order:  7:05 pm

Welcome & Introductions:  Trish Murphy
In Attendance:

Judy St. Louis, Mike Kenny, S. Clarkin, T. Renzone, M. Prospero, 
Cathy Kwiatkoski, Ehretia O’Hearn, Trish Murphy, Anne Marie Caister, Sandra Fernandes, Maureen Harrison, Diane Mejia, Linda Haffey, Ken Richards,
Michael Ksiezopolski, Philip Wong Too Yen, MaryAnne D’Souza, Lynn Caskie
Regrets:

Matthew Arias
Opening Prayer:  Diane Mejia

Approval of March 27, 2008 Minutes:  Motion –      1st Diane Mejia 
                                                                                   2nd Mike Kenny
Student Council Update:  Ravenne Villanueva
1) Student Council Elections for the next school year have taken place. New Council consists of reps from each grade, a President and a Vice President.

2) Multicultural Day took place in the gym today during the lunch periods to promote the diversity of OLMC students.  Included 8 pavilions, students put together food, info and cultural music, clothing and performances.
3) School Carnival coming up.

Guest Speaker:  Mike Prospero, DPCDSB Superintendent for Mississauga North
· Mr. Prospero introduced himself to the meeting and outlined the Mississauga North area is comprised of 3 parishes and 19 schools (16 elementary and 3 high schools) with a total of approx. 12,000 students.

· Mr. Prospero is in his fifth year as Superintendent of Schools 

· The Safe Schools Portfolio is also the responsibility of Mr. Prospero

· Mr. Prospero discussed the recently revised Bill 112 and the “progressive discipline” outlined in the Bill.  The Ontario government wanted to see a reduction in student suspensions as students need to be in school in order to learn.  Now, learning cannot be interrupted when a student is expelled.  Schools must now look at mitigating factors in considering appropriate discipline.
· Mr. Prospero also touched on bullying prevention as outlined in Bill 212 including cyber bullying, and, the Positive Personal Change Program for students under suspension.
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Tour of New Science Labs:  S. Clarkin, C. Kwiatkoski

Those in attendance at this meeting were taken on a tour of the new and newly refurbished science labs.  Mr. Clarkin headed up this extensive and impressive project and, students were able to start learning in these state of the art labs after returning from March Break. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Anne Marie Caister







Debit

Credit

Balance

Opening Balance (as of 3/27/08)





3,552.04
Christmas Basket



100.00
Closing Balance (as of 4/24/08)





3,452.04










Parish Representative Report:  Diane Mejia

1) The Adult Faith Development Ministry will have Fr. McAuley speak on the Book of Revelation on May 5th from 7 to 9pm.

2) There will be a “Knight of Cards” Texas Hold Em and Euchre tournament on Sat. May 3rd from 7 to 11:30 in Nessinger Hall. Texas Hold Em tickets are $30 and Euchre tickets are $20.

3) The Youth Group held a Black & White dance last weekend.  They are still trying to raise funds for World Youth Day in Australia this July 17-20.

OAPCE Report:  deferred to next month
Community Representative Report:  Position still vacant.
Teaching Staff Report:  Mike Kenny

1) OLMC students attended a track meet this past Mon. & Tues.

2) This is the first year OLMC has had a Lacrosse team and their first game was today.

3) Sr. Boys Soccer is underway.

4) Cricket is ongoing; the team is trying very hard.

5) Cuba Trip for next school year (Jan ’09) is getting lots of interest.

6) Washington Trip – departs next Wednesday

7) Native Dancers coming to OLMC in May.

8) Skills Canada Competition – OLMC did extremely well! Some students moving on to Waterloo to compete.

Non-Teaching Staff Report:  Judy St. Louis

1) Grad tickets go on sale on Thursday May 1.

2) Blood Donor clinic will be held at OLMC April 25.

3) Tickets for “Our Town” go on sale at $7 for adults and $5 for students.

4) Music Concert May 15th
5) “Carmie” Awards take place May 27th
6) Production of “Our Town” takes place May 22, 23 and 24.

7) Talent Show takes place June 3rd
8) “X Awards” take place June 4th
9) Breakfast of Champions takes place June 3rd.
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10)  Prom Night takes place June 6th
11)  Grad Breakfast takes place June 13th at 7:30am

12)  Athletic Banquet takes place June 12th.

13)  Exams take place the week of June 16th.

14)  Graduation ceremony takes place June 24th 

Co-Chair Report:  Trish Murphy 
1) The most recent CCCSC In-Service was Sat March 29 at St. Francis Xavier.
2) Parent/Teacher Interviews took place April 10 with Council offering free coffee, timbits and directions to classrooms. 

3) Next OLMC Council Planning Meeting is May 20th in the school library.
4) The last Council meeting for this school year will be Thurs. May 29 in the school library.
Past Chair Report: Ehretia O’Hearn
CCCSC Events

1) InService/Marketplace took place Sat March 29th and was very successful.

The keynote speaker was Archbishop Thomas Collins. Many surveys were completed which will provide further direction for future events.

2) The Family of Schools meeting will take place Thurs Oct 16/08 at St. Marcellinus School.  All are welcome from Councils – not just chairs.

3) InService Training for School Council positions takes place Oct.25/08 for the positions of Chair (experienced and new), Treasurer (extremely important due to new direction), Secretary, and Parish & OAPCE reps (first meetings also take place).  A volunteer mass will also take place.

4) The “Volunteer of the Year” Award nominations need to be received by May 2nd.  The award will be presented at the June CCCSC meeting, Board meeting and October Family of Schools meeting.

5) A “Bylaw Template” for School Councils is being designed by CCCSC.  This will supply the “bones” and Councils will then personalize to their community.

6) Catholic School Council Handbooks will be reviewed over the summer and will include new Bylaw and new financial packages.

7)  School Council Financial Reporting is being reviewed by a committee comprised of board staff, internal auditor, Principals, secretaries, (parent) council reps who will be looking at making changes to Council Financial reporting for Sep 2008 as councils are currently in non-compliance with Ministry mandate.
Mississauga North Family of Schools Meeting
1) Took place April 15th at St. Faustina

2) Included a presentation on “School Council Election Procedures” to provide consistency from school to school.

3) Included a presentation on “Shared Solutions”.  Ministry initiative to have all boards develop an “informal dispute resolution process for issues related to programs & services for students with special needs”

4) Board mandated to develop a resource guide for students, parents & educators, and, to provide PD sessions for parents/educators.

5) Meeting also included an excellent guest speaker from “the Dam”.
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Homework Load Issue “Parent Homework Survey”
1) Ongoing issue at other boards and in the media.

2) All partners are being consulted before guidelines are put in place.

Secondary Assessment & Evaluation Draft
1) Being sent out to all Secondary Principals in DRAFT form.

2) Feedback to Principals Council meeting April 30th
3) Brings “consistency” in assessment and evaluation within the school and from school to school.

Principal’s Report:  Cathy Kwiatkoski

1) Mon April 21st was grade 8 curriculum night.

2) Grade 12’s will be able to come in last week of August to make changes to their timetables so they are set to start learning the first day of school.
3) Pastoral planning day is May 21st.

4) Marion Liturgy in May.

5) April 25th – Stewardship Fair at Gonzaga.

6) Harmony Movement Grad is May 7th
7) OLMC will be receiving a computerized sign for out front of school.

8) Weight room will be moved to another classroom due to structural concerns.

9) True health care room to be built upstairs.

10)  Proper wheelchair bathrooms are being installed.

11)  Archbishop Collins will say the Advent Mass at OLMC the Wed before Christmas Holidays.

Trustee’s Report:  Esther O’Toole not in attendance
Closing Prayer:  Diane Mejia

Adjournment:  9:25pm.   
Next Meeting:  Thursday May 29th, 2008 at 7:00pm in the school library.
