OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL SECONDARY SCHOOL

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL

“Our mission, based on the values of Christ through the guidance of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, is to involve family, parish, community, and members of the school community in fostering a positive, caring and Catholic environment by providing input, advice and support.

Minutes of Meeting held Thursday January 22, 2009
Meeting called to order:  7:06pm

Welcome & Introductions:  Ehretia O’Hearn
In Attendance:  Ehretia O’Hearn, Anne Marie Caister, Maureen Harrison, Trish Murphy, Dudett Kumar, Lynn Caskie, Isabel Doma, Kathryn Palangio, Ken Richards, Elizabeth Sheppard, Simone Young, Cathy Kwiatkoski, 

Mike Kenny, Judy St.Louis, Toni Renzone, Juliette DiMascio, Angela Tellez,Kim Mellet, Simone Stoltz, Mary Anne D’Souza, Rose Pingitore, Karen Carere,Ellen Guinyou, Enza Fenech, Helen Issa, Marg Griffith, Susan Cadieux, Sandra Kranics, Earl Coutinho, Indira Coutinho, Glen McLeish, Hannah McLeish,

Dopota Horszynski, T. Dansel, Sgt. Adam Holland - Peel Regional Police NPU, Sgt. Rob Boyer – Peel Regional Police NPU
Regrets:

Maggie Zita, Simone Young, Ravenne Villanueva
Opening Prayer:   Trish Murphy
Student Council Update:  

1) Gr. 11 masquerade themed Semi Formal is February 20th at the Capitol Banquet Hall. Tickets are $45.each or $80. for couples.

2) Long stemmed roses will be sold by Council during Valentines week.

3) An Illusionist will be in to entertain during period 5 on Feb 20th.  Buyout tickets to enjoy this show are $6.
OLMC and Peel Police Liaison Presentation of the DVD entitled “MOUSE”:
Those in attendance this evening viewed the DVD “Mouse”. This film provided a powerful look at the results of gang recruitment and involvement. “Mouse” is the gang name for Eddie, a 10 year old boy who faces bullying at his school and is subsequently befriended by members of a drug dealing gang. The goal of the film is promote awareness with a strong message aimed towards discouraging gang activity and bullying.  The film was produced to create community awareness and family discussion. The DVD is intended to be used by Peel Police at community events, and by the Dufferin Peel Catholic District School Board who will distribute it to all it’s secondary schools in an effort to educate students and promote discussion. The film was written and directed by a Catholic high school teacher in Malton and produced by some Malton schools and students.
After we viewed this film, discussion took place between OLMC staff, parents and Sgt. Adam Holland and Sgt. Rob Boyer of the Peel Regional Police Neighborhood Policing Unit.  From that discussion the following points were raised;

· The intention is this film will be viewed by students this school year.

· At this time the film will likely be viewed at the Grade 10 level.

· Cathy Kwiatkoski has received the guidebook that comes with the DVD

· Staff is currently being chosen and will be in-serviced before student viewing begins - in order to properly address questions/concerns of students.
· Parents suggested that a letter be sent home to parents/guardians outlining the date the film would watched by their children in order to generate conversation, at home, before and after the students have viewed it.

· Some parents suggested an evening be chosen where parents would be invited to come and view this DVD at OLMC

· Some parents worried this might create a misperception that gangs were a larger problem at OLMC than is currently the case.

· Both Adam Holland and Rob Boyer confirmed that gang activity does exist around OLMC and they find parents are naïve when it comes to this topic.
· Adam Holland and Rob Boyer strongly suggest students stay away from wooded areas and footpaths at night.
· Peel Regional Police Neighborhood Policing Unit
905-453-3311 ext. 1105

Sgt. Adam Holland – badge #2903

Sgt. Rob Boyer – badge #2860

Approval of September 25, 2008 Minutes:  Motion –      1st Ken Richards 

                                                                                 
2nd Dudett Kumar

Treasurer’s Report:  Anne Marie Caister







Debit

Credit

Balance

Opening Balance                                                                                    3,158.72
Refreshments (Our Town)                          91.81
Cuba Trip donation                                   300.00

Christmas Basket (by Parent Council)     308.53

Refreshments Oct’08 Council Meeting       46.20

Funds Remaining                                                                                    2,412.18
Motion 1st T. Murphy

            2nd K. Palangio

Parish Representative Report:

St. Josephine Bakhita:  Anne Marie Caister

1) A reminder that the Church website is http://www.stjosephinebakhita.org/
2) The Church building fund is currently at $72,000.

3) St. Josephine Bakhita Parish will hold A Night of Broadway at Merciful Redeemer Parish on Friday Feb 13th.

4) The parish is planning to create a Social Outreach Ministry to help those struggling financially in our neighborhood.  If you are interested in participating contact Fr. Mark.
St. John of the Cross:    (Trish Murphy)

1) 2009/10 Extended French Program – there will be an info meeting on Feb 3rd at St. Therese of the Child Jesus to discuss this program.

2) Holy Name of Mary College School – Applications are now being accepted for Sept ’09.  An Open House will be held at the school Sat Feb. 7th at 1pm.

3) Youth Group – Meets twice a month and organizes at least one community service activity, fundraiser, or other “fun” activity per month. Youth group members range from Grade 8 to the University/College level.

4) Offertory Envelopes – Any envelopes not picked up by now will be returned to the office and re-assigned to new parishioners.  The 2008 year will be finalized on the computer January 30th and the 2008 Tax Receipts will be available for pick up shortly thereafter.

5) Valentine Dance – hosted by the Knights of Columbus will be held Feb 7th.

6) Retreat Weekend for Women – January 23rd to 25th at Queen of Apostles Renewal Centre.  The theme will be based on the “Year of St. Paul”.

OAPCE Report:  Dudett Kumar

1) Upcoming meeting for parents “Raising Resilient Children” will be held

     Jan 31st from 8:30am to 12:00pm at St. Margaret D’Youville in Brampton.

Teaching Staff Report:  Mike Kenny

1) During exams extracurricular activities have been “on hold”

2) Sr. Boys’ Hockey – won the Carter Cup!

3) Cuba Trip – leaves tomorrow for a memorable experience.

4) Curling teams – proving to be powerhouses.

5) New York trip – coming in May

Non-Teaching Staff Report:  Judy St.Louis

1) Registration for course selection for the next school year was due Jan 15th and there was very good return compared to previous years.  We are still waiting for some students’ course selection forms.

2) Starting this semester debit and credit cards can be used to pay registration and activity fees.

3) Chronicle – items for inclusion in the next edition are due this week.

4) Environmental Club – are selling stainless steel water bottles with the MC inscribed on them.  Each bottle being sold for $10.
Chair’s Report:  Ehretia O’Hearn

1) Christmas Hamper – St. Vincent De Paul: 

8 boxes of food and gifts were put together for our Family.  Thank you to all those who helped: Anne Marie, Marg, Lynn, Isabel, Kathryn, Roberta, Marianne, Sandra and Trish.

2) Joe Rich Event:  Family Therapist and Guest Therapist on CityLine

This event is sold out. 1,340 tickets have been sent out, venue holds 1200.

Tickets are here for those who reserved them (Isabel, Dudett, Kathryn, Anne Marie and Trish) and there is an additional 5 tickets.

3) $500. Cheques:  for Councils are being prepared. Grant comes from the “Parent Engagement Office” and must be geared toward engagement of the parent community.

4) New version of Gap 722-00 “Accounting Guidelines for School Councils”:

In the former version, the Treasurer/Chair was responsible for returned/NSF Cheques.  In the new version, a “Designated Individual” is now responsible - this falls under the role of Principal.  The former version contravened the protection and privacy of families’ personal information under the “Municipal Freedom of Info & Protection of Privacy Act”.

5) School Council has donated $300 toward aids for the poor, in regards to the school Cuba Trip.

6) Possible Speaker for the February Council Meeting is Heather Granger.  Glenda LaCoste has moved to the Board as Chief CYW (Child & Youth Care Worker)

Principal’s Report:  Cathy Kwiatkoski

1) Great Job to all who worked on the Christmas Basket Distribution

2) Cuba Trip – departure tomorrow morning. OLMC looking to add more ministry experience trips like this in the future.

3) Semester 2 – Grade 11 retreats upcoming.  Due to expense of bussing the retreats will be held at St. John of the Cross Church.  The theme will be “Stewards of our Environment”.

4) Semester 2 – Literacy Test prep workshops will be held to help students in Grade 10 identified as needing help.  Letters are being sent home for those students identified.

5) Semester 2 – All staff are ready for this semester to commence, two new teachers have been hired.

6) OLMC has been chosen as a PISA school whereby 40 grade 10 students are chosen for 2 days of testing to determine how students compare academically across the country.

Open Q & A:

1)  A question was raised as to consistent exam review between teachers and courses.  Cathy Kwiatkoski responded that all teachers are asked to supply a course review about one week before exam week.

Closing Prayer:  Maureen Harrison

Adjournment:  10pm  



  Motion approved: Mike Kenny
 

Next Meeting:  Thursday February 19 at 7:00pm in the school library.

OLMC 2008-09 Upcoming School Council Meetings: March 26, April 23 and May 28
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