OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL SECONDARY SCHOOL

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL

“Our mission, based on the values of Christ through the guidance of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, is to involve family, parish, community, and members of the school community in fostering a positive, caring and Catholic environment by providing input, advice and support.

Minutes of Meeting held Thursday February 19, 2009
Meeting called to order:  7:05pm

Welcome & Introductions:  Ehretia O’Hearn
In Attendance:  Ehretia O’Hearn, Anne Marie Caister, Maureen Harrison, 

Trish Murphy, Dudett Kumar, Isabel Doma, Elizabeth Sheppard, 
Cathy Kwiatkoski, Heather Granger, Jovita D’Souza, Carol Perry, 
Juliette DiMascio, Earl Coutinho, Indira Coutinho, Mary Anne D’Souza, 

Brenda McIntosh
Regrets:  Kathryn Palangio, Ken Richards, Simone Young, Esther O’Toole

Absent:  Lynn Caskie, Maggie Zita, Mike Kenny, Judy St. Louis
Opening Prayer: Ehretia O’Hearn   

Approval of January 22, 2009 Minutes:  Motion –      1st I. Doma 

                                                                                      2nd E. Sheppard

                                                                                      Carried

Student Council Update:  Jovita D’Souza
1) 100 long stemmed roses were sold during Valentines week for $4 each.
2) 275 tickets have been sold for the Feb 20 gr. 11 Semi-Formal.
3) There will be a period 5 buyout on Feb 20 for “Claude the Illusionist”.

4) There will be a Pancake Breakfast for the teachers on Feb 24th.
5) The 2nd annual “Multicultural Event” will take place sometime in April.
Guest Speaker:   Heather Granger CYW (Child and Youth Worker)

Council members and parents in attendance were introduced to Heather Granger who is the CYW now on staff full time at OLMC.  She is currently getting to know the staff and students of OLMC.  In this role, Heather’s priority is focusing on the social and emotional welfare of the students. This position supports the administration team with students dealing with various issues (i.e. attendance issues, family and/or teacher issues, social issues, stress)  This position works closely with the student, teacher(s)/admin staff, and social workers when required.  Administration will utilize the CYW if a student’s issue(s) falls outside their realm of expertise, training or role. The CYW acts as a bridge between student and teacher and as well, when required, with community partners (e.g. police, the DAM).  Depending on the involvement required with a student, “confidentiality” covers everything discussed with the student - other than something to do with their safety or the safety of another.  In cases where the CYW is concerned about the safety of the student, the parents will be contacted.  Any dealings between a student and the CYW is not reported or recorded on the student’s OSR.   Heather can be referred to a student from a teacher, the Principal, a parent or the student themselves. In this role, Heather was introduced to the grade nine classes at the grade nine assemblies and plays an active role in the grade nine Retreat program.  
Treasurer’s Report:  Anne Marie Caister







Debit

Credit

Balance

Opening Balance                                                                                    2,412.18
Christmas Basket                                      151.45
Refreshments (Jan ’09 Council Meeting    31.10
Funds Remaining                                                                                    2,729.63
Motion 1st T. Murphy

            2nd M. Harrison
            Carried

Parish Representative Report:

St. Josephine Bakhita:  Anne Marie Caister

1) Ash Wednesday (Feb 25th) Schedule
· 8:00 am Holy Mass, blessing and distribution of Ashes at St. Peter’s Mission Church.

· 9:15 am St. Simon Stock School
· 10:15 am St. Edith Stein School
· 9:15 am St. Faustina School
· 10:15 am St. Bernard School
· 7:00pm Holy Mass, blessing and distribution of Ashes at St. Joan of Arc Secondary School (cafetorium)
2)  A Night of Broadway – thank you for supporting the concert held on Feb 13th.

      Over 1,000 tickets were sold.

3) Tax receipts have now been mailed out.

4) Building Fund now sits at $104,568.90
St. John of the Cross:    (Trish Murphy)
1) The annual ShareLife Pancake Supper takes place at OLMC on Feb 24th from 5 -7pm
2) On Feb 25th there will be three Ash Wednesday Masses at 9am, 6:30pm and 8pm.  There will also be a Liturgy of the Word with Ashes at 4pm.

3) There will be a Book Sale in the Church rotunda Feb 21 and 22
4) Registration for Jr and Sr Kindergarten for the 2009/10 school year will be held at all Dufferin-Peel Catholic elementary schools on Feb 23, 25, 26, & 27th.
5) Please remember to turn off all cell phones and pagers when you enter the Church.
OAPCE Report:  Dudett Kumar
1) On Jan 31st  there was an In-Service held at St. Marguerite D’Youville highlighting the theme “Journey to the 70th Anniversary”
2) 70th Anniversary of OAPCE takes place in Toronto May 22-24 weekend.

The guest speaker will be author Noah Benshay who wrote “Jacob’s Ladder”.

3) Please ensure Catholic School parents are directing their taxes to the Catholic School Boards.

4) “Virtues” T-shirts have been made. $4 per shirt.  Please see Dudett if interested.




Teaching Staff Report:  Cathy Kwiatkoski for Mike Kenny 
1) Sr Girls’ Volleyball team is into the playoffs.
2) Jr and Sr Boys’ Volleyball teams are into the playoffs.
3) Jr Girls’, Jr and Sr Boys’ Hockey teams have advanced to the playoffs.
4) Sr Girls’ Hockey team remains undefeated.
Non-Teaching Staff Report:  Cathy Kwiatkoski for Judy St.Louis

1) OLMC “Reach for the Top” team is moving on to the semi-finals
2) Production of “Romeo Revisited” is now into major rehearsals with an impressive set being constructed on the cafeteria stage with many thanks to the Construction class, all of whom have received a ticket to the play.  A performance of the play will also be presented at the Living Arts Centre in March.
3) Feb 24th Pancake Breakfast will include “rookie” teachers helping out.
4) There will be four Liturgies at OLMC on Ash Wednesday.
Chair’s Report:  Ehretia O’Hearn

1) CCCSC - Joe Rich Event:  Took place last Thursday at the Mississauga Convention Centre.  It was a great success with about 800 attending.  Thank you to the OLMC Council parents for their support.
2) CCCSC In-Service Conference & Vendor Marketplace:  Takes place Sat. Apr 4th at St. Marguerite D’Youville in Brampton.  Keynote Speaker will be Director John Kostuff and the Plenary Speaker will be Ron Morrish on Progressive Discipline. More info will be coming out to schools at the end of Feb and will be then sent out to all on OLMC Parent Council and contact list.  Please let Ehretia know if you would like to attend.
3) Next OLMC Council Meeting – March 26th: 
· Guest Speaker will be Miss. North Superintendent Mike Prospero who will discuss Board initiatives.  Mr. Prospero also heads “Safe Schools” so there should be lots of info.

· Cathy Kwiatkoski will be presenting a summary of the Board “System Review Public Consultation” which was a survey put out last Apr/May to gain the perspectives from Catholic School Council members, parents, guardians, Pastors, gr. 12 students and recent graduates on the Boards’ strengths, concerns and areas to focus for the next 3 – 5 years.

4) School Play – Dinner Theatre evening:  In past years School Council has hosted a dinner theatre to tie in with the school play to promote parent engagement.  We need to determine if we wish to proceed this year and require further discussion for a Council member to oversee the event and co-ordinate a committee.

5) Next School Council Planning Meeting:  Tues. March 10th at 7pm in the school library.
Principal’s Report:  Cathy Kwiatkoski
1) Cuba Trip was a great success for those that participated.  The school is looking at sending a contingent next year. Staff and students that went to Cuba learned just how much we all have when compared to the conditions in Cuba.  For example, every Church has a shelving unit with 1st Aid supplies available to those in need.  The OLMC group took a suitcase full of medical supplies and distributed them to Churches and Seniors Homes.  As a thank you to the OLMC group for their time, assistance and ministering, a very memorable meal was prepared by and enjoyed with the seniors. As well, art supplies purchased here and distributed throughout the trip were greatly received.  Thank you to the School Council for money donated to purchase these supplies. In speaking to each student upon their return to school, Cathy feels strongly that each student grew up in the area of social justice and saw with their own eyes just how lucky they/we are. This experience will remain with them forever.  A slide show highlighting the many experiences and effects of this trip will be presented at each of the gr. 11 retreats.  Further, the students took pictures of the Stations of the Cross in an old Basilica in Cuba and each student has one station each that they must reflect upon that will be used on Ash Wednesday.

2) Grade 11 Retreats:  Are focused on the environment and will be held at St. John of the Cross Church.  The retreat will consist of a 9am Mass, and the Science Dept. staff focusing on being responsible about the environment.  Lunch in included.  It is felt holding the retreats at the Church add an additional link to the Church.
3) Grade 11/12 Woodworking Participation Day saw OLMC come away with 2nd and 3rd place. 

4) Ralph Borelli – Associate Director recently toured OLMC and was extremely impressed with what we’re doing and how areas have been enhanced (Science labs, tech classes)

5) School Calendar for next school year:  School must be in session for 194 days but Family Day lowers the in class days to 193.  One or two days need to be “found” or made up. The Board is currently working on this.

6) Enrollment for Next Year is sitting at almost 1,800 students.  The grade 9 students enrolling for next year currently sits at about 400.

7) Literacy Tests are coming up. Workshops for this test are also coming up.

8) Safe Schools: Cathy and the VP’s recently earned Part 1 certification on Safe Schools.  In the process they learned many valid/excellent things about “lockdowns” and “heightened alerts”

9) Grade 12 Graduation will be held June 24th at the Hershey Centre at 4pm. Next year (2010) the Graduation ceremony will take place on Tues. June 28th also at the Hershey Centre.

Open Q & A:
1)  A question was raised as to grade 12 students returning for a fifth year (for one semester) sometimes referred to as a “victory lap”.  Cathy indicated that this is a valuable opportunity for some students to improve grades or complete a missing credit.  For those students who view it as a chance to play their chosen high school sport for an extra season, Cathy also stated a student who wishes to return after grade 12 must meet with their Vice Principal while still in grade 12 to discuss.  All grade 12 students are urged to pursue their post secondary avenues unless there is valid academic reason to return.
Closing Prayer:  Trish Murphy
Adjournment: 8:35 pm        Motion 1st Dudett Kumar

                                                         2nd Isabel Doma

                                                         Carried

Remaining 2009 Council Meeting dates:  Thursday April 23rd and May 28th 
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