OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL SECONDARY SCHOOL

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL

“Our mission, based on the values of Christ through the guidance of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, is to involve family, parish, community, and members of the school community in fostering a positive, caring and Catholic environment by providing input, advice and support.

Minutes of Meeting held Thursday March 26, 2009
Meeting called to order:  7:10pm

Welcome & Introductions:  Anne Marie Caister
In Attendance:  Anne Marie Caister, Maureen Harrison, Trish Murphy, Lynn Caskie, Ken Richards, Elizabeth Sheppard, Simone Young, Marg Griffith, MaryAnne D’Souza, Regina Amartafio, Emmanual Broni, Agnes and Jeff Goddard, Ramiro Nolasco, Cathy Kwiatkoski, Mike Kenny, Judy St. Louis, Toni Renzone, Patricia Romero, Ravenne Villanueva, Esther O’Toole, Michael Prospero, Frank and Lucy Cosentino
Regrets:  Ehretia O’Hearn, Isabel Doma, Kathryn Palangio, Maggie Zita

Absent: Dudett Kumar
Opening Prayer:   Trish Murphy   

Approval of February 19, 2009 Minutes:  Motion –     1st Trish Murphy 
                                                                                      2nd Ken Richards
Student Council Update:  Ravenne Villanueva
1) “Multicultural Day” will take place April 30 to promote diversity at OLMC.  Some of the countries that will be highlighted include Jamaica, Poland, India, the Philippines and South America.
Guest Speaker:   Michael Prospero – (Superintendent of Schools for Mississauga North)
Council, staff and parents in attendance welcomed Mr. Prospero who spoke to the group about his role as Superintendent. Mr. Prospero is also the senior administrator that oversees the Safe Schools Initiative in relation to Bill 212. 
In his role as Superintendent, Mr. Prospero;

· Is here as a Catholic leader, building community and culture.

· Sets direction with administration, staff, teachers and parents.

· Leads instructional programs (OLMC is in the top 5 of more that 20 Catholic Secondary schools in Peel)

· Provides visibility to all DPCDSB schools and parents in Mississauga North. 
· Is accountable – ensuring staff are working with him.

· Fosters a culture of professionalism.

· Works closely with approx. 40 Principals and Vice-Principals.

Esther O’Toole also addressed the meeting attendees informing us:

· Some upcoming retirements of Principals will result in certain changes to our family of schools.

· It is evident and interesting how each school has their own “culture” or “personality” 

· She is out attending meetings each Monday and Thursday evening 

· OLMC community has and continues to have a strong parental voice.

· Due to Family Day (2010) and how Christmas falls in 2009, two school days need to be added in order to meet the requirement of 194 days of learning. The first day of school for the upcoming school year was discussed with the calendar committee and it was approved that two PD days will be used to make up these two school days.

“Strategic System Review Survey” Results:  Cathy Kwiatkoski

Our Principal shared the results of this survey with a very interesting Power Point presentation.  There were1,100 responses. The presentation indicated the results from three groups surveyed; school councils, parents and Parish Pastors. Although it would be impossible to summarize the survey findings here, it did seem evident that for the most part, all three groups felt their schools were creating a solid Catholic community among students, although Parish Pastors felt as a group they could be doing more in certain areas to assist.
Treasurer’s Report:  Anne Marie Caister







Debit

Credit

Balance

Opening Balance                                                                                    2,729.63
No Activity for the Month
Funds Remaining                                                                                    2,729.63
Motion 1st M. Harrison
            2nd T. Murphy
Parish Representative Report:

St. Josephine Bakhita:  Anne Marie Caister

1) The Parish website is http://stjosephinebakhita.org/
2) Present building fund is $112,145.

3) Sacrament of Reconciliation is held

· Mondays 6 -7 at St. Peter’s Mission Church

· Wednesdays 6 – 7 at St. Joan of Arc Secondary School

· Fridays 6 – 7 at St. Joan of Arc Secondary School  
4) ShareLife Sunday – March 28th and 29th
5) Stations of the Cross are being held following the 7pm Mass on Fridays at St. Joan of Arc Secondary School

6) Father Mark is leading a 10 day pilgrimage to the Holy Land departing November 4th/09.  The cost in $2,490.  Travel arrangements by QS Travel and Tours.  For more information contact Halina at 905-828-0001 or 647-294-4116

7) A detailed list of Holy Week Celebrations and Masses was outlined.

St. John of the Cross:    (Trish Murphy)
1) Daily Mass Schedule during Lent: 

· Mon, Tue, Thurs. 9am only
· Wed at 7:15pm

· Friday Station of the Cross at 7:15pm followed by Mass

2) 2009 ShareLife Campaign – the Parish goal for 2009 is $76,000.  The first “ShareLife Sunday” is March 29/09

3) ShareLife Fish and Chip Dinner will take place Friday Apr 3rd at OLMC, catered by Lucy’s Seafood Kitchen.  Tickets will be sold at the Masses and in the Parish office.

4) Confirmation Events;

-    Rehearsals Tuesday Apr 21 @ 7:30pm

-    Rehearsals Tuesday Apr 21 @ 8:30pm

-    Rehearsals Tuesday May 5 @ 7:30pm

-    Rehearsals Tuesday May 5 @ 8:30pm

· Confirmation Saturday, Apr 25 @10 am
· Confirmation Saturday, May 2 @ 10 am

· Confirmation Saturday, May 9 @ 10 am

· Confirmation Saturday, May 23 @10 am 

OAPCE Report:  Dudett Kumar absent.  Report deferred to next month.
Teaching Staff Report:  Mike Kenny
As far as Athletics are concerned many of our winter teams wound down their seasons with trips to the playoffs.
Hockey:

· Girls advanced to the semi-finals at OFSAA losing on a shoot out. We are all very proud of the girls for an outstanding season.

· Sr. Boys lost in the quarter finals at ROPSSAA

· Jr. Boys lost in the quarter finals as well

Basketball:
· Jr. Boys lost in the first round of the playoffs. The coaches were pleased with the team’s progress over the season.

· Sr. Boys lost in the semi-finals at ROPSSAA

Curling:

· Our teams brought home 3 gold medals from ROPSSAA.  There is no OFSAA for these teams so they ended their seasons at the top of their game.

Spring Sports
· Track and field, boy and girls soccer have begun 

Non-Athletic:

· Students arrived back from a March Break trip to the Czech Republic, Germany, and Switzerland.  All reports indicate that the students had a fantastic experience.
· The Canadian and World Studies Dept will be taking 50 students to New York City the last week of April.

· The Canadian and World Studies Dept is planning a Euro-trip for 2010 to Greece and Italy.

· Friday March 27 the school took part in a “Earth Hour” activity.  Teachers were asked to only use half the classroom lights if possible to help raise awareness about global warming etc. 

Non-Teaching Staff Report:  Judy St.Louis

1) Next issue of the Chronicle is coming up – please get any material to be included in as soon as possible.
2) Jostens will be in the school selling rings on March 31st and April 1st.
3) Lenten Project – each homeroom is raising money for Covenant House.
4) Reconciliation in the school March 26th and 27th.
5) School Play “Romeo Revisited” is being performed at the LAC tonight and in the school April 30th, May 1st and 2nd.
6) Early Warning Week is the week of March 25 – April 5.  Each teacher will be sending home one page reports with a mark “range”. 
7) April 16th – Parent Teacher Interviews
8) April 28th – Reports go home.
9) June 5th – Prom at Pearson Convention Centre.
Chair’s Report:  Trish Murphy for Ehretia O’Hearn

1) School Play/Dinner Theatre “Romeo Revisited”, Friday May1st 2009.
Due to unforeseen circumstances we will not be hosting a “dinner theatre” night for the school play.  Another suggestion is to provide coffee and desserts at intermission.  If everyone agrees that this is an acceptable alternative we will go ahead and plan for this. Isabel Doma and Kathryn Palangio had offered to co-chair the dinner theatre  All members of the Council are asked to help in any way they can.  Perhaps we could also place a ShareLife donation box on the table for people to make a donation to ShareLife if they wish.

2) Grade8/9 Curriculum Information Night: Monday March 30, 2009

Ehretia will be addressing the new parents to promote parent/Council involvement.  Council will set up a table, with our banner, to speak with parents and receive their email addresses for the electronic communication list.  We will need Council volunteers to set up the table and be present for about an hour.  The evening begins at 7pm, so if we have everyone at the table for 7:30 or 7:45 then parents can see the table after the curriculum presentation.  We will also hand out the brochure “Tools for Success, A Parent’s Guide”.  Those able to assist that evening are asked to email Ehretia directly.
3) CCCSC Inservice Conference – Sunday April 4, 2009

Please confirm with Ehretia via email if you are attending and which session you are interested in.  Registration is due by Friday March 27th.

4) Next Planning Meeting – Tuesday April 14th
Discussion will include the Used Uniform Sale and planning for the school play event.
5) Used Uniform Sale – Thursday April 16, 2009

Not sufficient inventory for a sale so Council will set up a coffee and information table.
Principal’s Report:  Cathy Kwiatkoski
1) Skills Canada – OLMC did extremely well returning with a couple of gold medals!
2) OLMC has been chosen as a PISA school (one of only six in Dufferin Peel).  As a result, forty grade ten students will write a 3 ½ hour exam to be analyzed and compared with other students writing the exam across Canada.

3) Holy Thursday – the students who visited Cuba will be doing the liturgy and the Stations of the Cross based on their individual experiences on this outreach trip.
4) April 2nd OSSLT Gr. 9’s will write a mock Literacy test, the Gr. 10’s will write the actual Literacy test. Gr.11 and 12’s will do “at home” assignments

5) Fri April 24th – “Think Fast” sleep over will be held at OLMC to focus on and raise money for world peace. This highly anticipated event will feature a screening on the Saturday morning of “Slumdog Millionaire”

6) April 21st – Dr. Randall Lindsey Professor Emeritus at UCLA will be presenting an interactive workshop on creating and managing culture in our schools.  This event will be held at St. Aloysius Gonzaga from 7:00pm to 9:30pm.
Open Q & A:
1) Question:  Is another outreach type trip planned for Cuba again next year?
Answer:   The school may consider Cuba again in two years; however, a mission trip to Manitoulin Island is being planned for October 2009.

2) Question:  What date are the navy polo/sweatshirts no longer required to be worn as part of the uniform?

Answer:  Following the Easter long weekend, this part of the uniform will not be considered a mandatory uniform piece, as the weather generally starts to warm up around this time.
Closing Prayer:  Trish Murphy
Adjournment: 8:35 pm        Motion 1st Ken Richards
                                                         2nd Maureen Harrison
Remaining 2009 Council Meeting dates:  Thursday April 23rd and  Wednesday May 27th
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